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EU condemns ‘silence’ over Afghan women 

BRUSSELS (Rl A European commissioner attacked the 
United Naoons on Tuesday for failing to censor Afghanistan 
for supping back into what she said was the barbarianism of 
the dark ages. European Humanitarian Aid Commissioner 
Emma Bonino criticised the United Nations for their silence 
over the fate of Aghanistan's women under the new Islamic 
regime established by theTaleban. “I thought that the U.N. 
was the body which protects human rights. I think that what 
is happening in Afghanistan is bringing people back to the 
dark ages, and particularly the women.” Ms. Bonino told 
Reuters in a telephone interview. "It's not acceptable that 
everyone should be quiet" Describing the country as the 
“theatre of a major humanitarian crisis” she said she was 
astonished that declarations about human rights made at the 
Fourth United Nations World Conference On Women in 
Beijing were not now being followed up with action. 
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30,000 protest for peace in Tel Aviv 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — More than 30,000 Israelis took 
part in a peace rally in Tel Aviv late Tuesday as an 
emergency summit began in Washington aimed at 
defusing the crisis in the Middle East peace process. “It 
is a crucial day for peace which is why we are mobilis- 
ing for it," said Alon Amon. a member of the ami- 
expansionist movement Peace Now which organised 
the rally in the centre of Tel Aviv on the theme of 
“peace to prevent war." Yossi Sarid. leader of the left- 
wing Meretz Party which has nine parliamentary seats, 
told the gathering that: "We will demonstrate every day 
in the streets to make Benyamin Netanyahu understand 
that he cannoL scupper die peace process." Yossi Beilin, 
a Labour deputy and minister in charge of the peace 
process in the previous Labour government, denounced 
the new Israeli government’s "blind politics. 
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Washington summit gets off to ‘a good start’ 


Arafat, Netanyahu meet one-on-one for three hours over lunch; Clinton holds separate and collective talks with all leaders 

King holds intense 
consultations with 


Combined agency 
dispatches 


AN ARAB-ISRAELI sum- 
mit began in Washington on 
Tuesday under U.S. aus- 
pices in an effort to salvage 
the Middle East peace 
process and first signs indi- 
cated that the meeting got 
off to a good start. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat met one-on-one for 
three hours over lunch at 
the White House and White 
House spokesman Mike 
McCuny said ”it was clear 
they could work together.” 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and His Majesty King 
Hussein are the other two 
participants in the summit 

A news blackout was 
imposed on the summit 
deliberations and very little 
was available on the sub- 
stance of the talks, expected 
to continue today, Wednes- 
day. 

Israeli Trade Minister 
Natan Sharansky said his 
country had rebuffed Amer- 
ican efforts to pin down a 
specific date for an Israeli 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank town of Hebron. 

“Definitely -4t was clear 
the American side wants ... 
to set a final date. We were 
saying it is impossible,” Mr. 
Sharansky, a member of 
Mr. Netanyahu's delega- 
tion, told reporters. 

There was no public 
handshake at a brief session 
on Tuesday, in front of 
reporters and cameras, but 
Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat casually shook 
bands and exchanged pleas- 
antries before the meeting. 


Mr. Me Curry, reporting 
on the talks hosted by Pres- 
ident Clinton to restart the 
faltering peace process and 
end a spate of violence, 
said: “It was clear they 
could work together and 
have the kind of dialogue 
that could resolve their dif- 
ferences.” 

Even while registering a 
sharp change in the atmos- 
phere from the gloom the 
administration projected 
before the summit. Mr. 
McCuny said: "They are 
not at the point yet that they 
are tabling proposals.” , 

President Clinton and 
King Hussein left the room 
so Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Arafat could have their dis- 
cussions in private, the 
White House official said. 

“A great deal of anger, 
frustration, suspicion had 
begun to permeate the 
atmosphere,” Mr. McCuny 
said. But over luneb. he 
said, “the discussions have 
gone a long way to reestab- 
lishing the notion of trust” 
that led Israel and the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) into interim settle- 
ments in the last three 
years. 

The lunch was held in the 
White House library, while 
Secretary of Stale Warren 
Christopher met . across 
Pennsylvania Avenue in 
Blair House with senior 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials. 

Speaking before- a lun- 
cheon with the officials 
including foreign ministers 
from Israel, Jordan and the ■ 
PNA, Mr. Christopher said 
that "things are off to a very 
good stair.” 

“We have to get down to 



His Majesty King Hussein, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu meet 
with UB. President Bill Clinton at the Oval Office on Tbesday (Reuters photo) 


real work now,” Mr. 
Christopher added. 

State Department 

spokesman Nick Bums told 
reporters that it was not 
clear wbat the schedule 
would be for Tuesday's 
talks. “We are taking it one 
step at a time,” he said. 

“It was a good beginning 
today but now we have to 
get down to hard work," 
Mr. Bums added. 

Mr.' Clinton was prepared 
to intervene, if asked, Mr. 
McCuny said, but added 
that the one-on-one 
approach is the best way to 
proceed. 

“We are at a very difficult 
moment,'’ the White House 
spokesman cautioned. ”We 
have not passed through the 
crisis.” 


But, he said, the two lead- 
ers were now on a “brighter 
path,” talking over their 
differences. 

Mr. McCurry underscored 
Mr. Clinton was not apply- 
ing pressure to Mr. 
Netanyahu. “Pressure does 
not work in the Middle East 
peace process, it never 
has,” he said- • 

“What we have to do is to 
create understanding 
between parties,” the 
spokesman said. 

Mr. McCuny said Mr. 
Clinton’s conversation with 
Mr. Netanyahu was very 
warm. “It was clear from 
the body language of the 
two they enjoyed their con- 
versation,” he said 
■ With the presidential 
election five months away. 
Republican candidate Bob 


■ Dole and Republican con- 
gressional leaders have 
urged Mr. Clinton not to 
back Mr. Netanyahu into a 
comer or to isolate the 
Israeli leader. 

Mr. McCurry also spoke 
warmly of Mr. Arafat, say- 
ing “the president has a 
great deal of respect for the 
chairman.” 

While giving few details, 
the spokesman indicated 
Mr. Netanyahu's proposal 
for open-ended Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations 
after the summit was taken 
up by Mr. Clinton. 

“There are a number of 
ideas advanced by all of the 
parties,” he said ” There 
are substantive discussions 
of that nature." 

Earlier in the day. Mr. 
Clinton met separately with 


the two leaders, spending 
45 minutes with Mr. 
Netanyahu and a half hour 
with Mr. ArafaL 

The president then sum- 
moned them together in an 
Oval Office session that 
lasted 45 minutes, and told 
reporters “no one wants to 
turn back.” 

The mood was mixed. 
The president smiled as 
waves of reporters and pho- 
tographers swept through 
the Oval Office. Mr. 
Netanyahu appeared spirit- 
ed as he declared his gov- 
ernment "absolutely” was 
prepared to abide by agree- 
ments already concluded 
with the PNA. 

"Our commitment to 
peace is also evident in the 

(Continued on page 11) 


Clinton and Arafat 

HM also meets Prince Bandar on 
means to revitalise peace process 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein on Monday and Tuesday held a 
series of bilateral meetings in Washington on the fringes of the 
Arab-Israeli summit to discuss the situation in the Middle East 
and other issues of common interest. 

Shortly after his arrival in Washington on Monday, the King 
and U.S. President Bill Clinton reviewed the diplomatic 
efforts to save the Middle East peace process, particularly on 
the Palestinian track, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, said. 

"They discussed ways in which they could ... get the peace 
process back on track,” said White House spokesman David 
Johnson. 

The meeting was attended by Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
A1 Kabariti, Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh and His 
Royal Highness Prince Trial Ben Mohammad, director of the 
National Security Council and Jordan's Ambassador in 
Washington Fayez Tarawneh. On the U.S. side, the meeting 
was attended by Vice President A1 Gore, U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, National Security .Advisor Anthony 
Lake, coordinator of the Middle East peace process Denis 
Ross and other officials. 

King Hussein also received at his residence in Washington 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat and discussed with him 
the need for “crystallising a joint vision to counter the dan- 
gers facing the peace process." The two leaders also dis- 
cussed means of resuming the peace process as early as pos- 
sible. 

The audience was attended by Me Kabariti, Mr. Kha- 
sawneh, Prince Trial and Mr. Tarawneh. On the Palestinian 
side, the meeting was attended by Minister of Planning and 
International Cooperation Nabil Shaath and Director of the 
Palestinian Affaire office in Washington Hassan Abdul Rah- 
man. 

On Tuesday, the King held talks with the Saudi ambassador 
to the U.S., Prince Bandar Ben Sultan, who later told Jordan 
Television that the discussions covered the Middle East peace 
process as well as Jordanian-Saudi coordination in the effort 
to revive Arab-Israeli peace negotiations. 

Prince Bandar expressed hope that the summit, which began 
Tuesday, would be fruitful in relaunching the peach process. 


Britain backs King’s call for probe 
into all aspects of Jerusalem tunnel 

( Regent reaffirms Jordan’s stand 


EU urges Netanyahu 
to honour agreements 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Britain has 
welcomed a proposal by 
His Majesty King Hussein 
to establish an international 
commission to . investigate 
all aspects related to 
Israel’s reopening of a con- 
troversial tunnel near 
Islamic shrines in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The comment by British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind was the first Euro- 
pean reaction to the call 
that the King made in state- 
ments last week while on a 
tour of the Gulf as well as 
i upon his return home. 

The King suggested an 
international commission 
be created, grouping repre- 
sentatives of Islam, Chris- 
tianity and Judaism to study 
all issues related to the tun- 
nel and said the Uoired 
Nations Educational , Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organi- 
sation (UNESCO ) could 
lead the study. 

“...King Hussein has put 
forward a very sensible 
proposal that there should 
be an international commis- 
sion that can look at all the 

archaeological aspects of 

Jerusalem and prevent them 
becoming political tools on 
one side or the other, said 
Mr. Rifkind, in an interview 
with the British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation's (BBC) 
‘Today” programme on 
Tuesday. 

"That is always the prob- 
lem with Jerusalem, he 
said. "Anything involving 
the city, even if normally of 
only purely archaeological 
interest, becomes very sen- 
sitive. This is something 
which the Israeli govern- 
ment, as well as the Pales- 
tinians, must take account 
of.” 


Mubarak says his absence at 
summit is a message to Israel 


• IBS- ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan. die. 
Regent, on Tuesday reaffirmed that Jordan Was nor com- 
be ting with anybody for custodianship of the Islamic 
holy shrines in Arab East Jerusalem and that the King- 
dom’s role in the holy sites was part of its religious and 
historic duties as acknowledged by international law. 

^Addressing Aimed Forces personnel during a visit to 
the the Third Armoured Division, the Regent con- 
demned die recent Israeli actions in the Holy City and. 
said such actions harmed the entire Middle East peaces 
process., v ■ 

“Jordan is not competing with anyone for the custodi* 
ansiap of the Holy City," said the Regent " As His 
Majesty King Hussein have said, I reiterate . that Jor : 
dan’s role in safeguarding the holly shrines in Jerusalem 
is part of the Kingdom's religious and historical. duties' 
acknowleged by international law." 

• The Regent was received by Chariman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai and 
other' senior officens. 

. The Regent also called at an air force base. 


Mr. Rifkind said Britain 
was disturbed by the behav- 
iour of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu in 
terms of commitment to 
honouring agreements 
signed with the Palestinians 
and described as disap- 
pointing the Israeli prime 
minister’s vow that he 
would "never” close the 
tunnel in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

“It clearly is a disappoint- 
ing reaction if that is one 
that be (Netanyahu) sticks 
to ” said Mr. Rifkind. 

Mr. Rifkind described the 
controversy over the tunnel 
as “a symptom rather than a 
cause” in an implicit refer- 
ence to the strains in the 
peace process after Mr. 
Netanyahu assumed office 
after defeating the Labour 
government of Shimon 
Peres in May elections. 

Despite the recent flare- 
up in the Palestinian territo- 
ries and the general stagna- 
tion in the peace process, 
Mr. Rifkind noted. Mr. 
Netanvahu had said that bis 


government was prepared 
to “honour any 
international agreement 
entered into'’ by its prede- 
cessors. 

"There has been some 
delay in actually carrying 
out that commitment, but 
the commitment is still 
there.” he said. 

Asked whether Britain 
believed that the Israeli 
prime minister was “behav- 
ing in the spirit of the Oslo 
peace accords,” Mr. 
Rifkind said: 

"If one looks at the events 
of the past week or so, 
obviously there is grave 
reason to be disturbed.” 

At the same time, he 
added, the responsibility 
for the recent violence 
should be borne by both 
sides. "The Palestinian 
reaction to the tunnel was a 
gross reaction of massive 
violence and a lot of blood- 
shed,” he said. “Clearly, all 
who were involved in that, 
on both sides, must take 

(Continued on page 11) 


LUXEMBOURG (Agen- 
cies) — The European 
Union (EU) on Tuesday 
urged Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu to 
meet key Palestinian 
demands at the Washington 
summit and criticised Israel 
for its handling of the latest 
Middle East crisis. 

The 15 EU foreign minis- 
ters backed a call by Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
that the Jerusalem tunnel 
that sparked last week's 
bloodshed be closed and 
called on Mr. Netanyahu to 
honour his predecessors’ 
promise to pull troops out 
of most of the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

In an unusually strong 
statement, the EU blamed 
Israel for sparking the vio- 
lence by being too slowjn 
meeting commitments set 
our in earlier Israeli-Pales- 
tinian accords. 

“The European Union ... 
calls on Israel to match its 
stated commitment to the 
peace process with con- 
crete actions,” the EU 
statement said. 

It also called on Israel to c 
reopen the borders with the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip and to withdraw from 
Hebron. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said ‘'the 
Israelis have to think about 
the tunnel question," and 
that without the opening of 
the borders the mood 
among Palestinians would 
be “explosive.” 

He said that during dis- 
cussions among his col- 
leagues he had urged that 
Israel should not be made 
to cany all the blame for 
the breakdown in the peace 
process. 

"I urged them not to put 
Israel in. the stocks,” he 


said. "But our concern 
about the situation had to 
be expressed.” 

The statement came 
hours after Mr. Arafat met a 
delegation of EU ministers 
in Luxembourg Monday 
night during a stopover on 
his way to meet Mr. 
Netanyahu at the summit 
hosted by President Bill 
Clinton in Washington. 

EU ministers stressed 
their appeal for restraint 
and negotiations applied ro 
both sides, but it was clear 
their criticism was directed 
mostly at Israel. 

“There is a responsibility 
on behalf of the Israelis, 
who say they are commit- 
ted to the peace process, to 
demonstrate that not mere- 
ly by rhetoric,” said British 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind. 

The statement particular- 
ly condemned the use of 
tanks and helicopter gun- 
ships, which Israeli forces 
used against Palestinians. 

EU ministers called on 
Mr. Netanyahu to go back 
on his vow never to close 
the tunnel and urged that it 
be "restored to its original 
state." 

By calling for the tunnels 
closure and the redeploy- 
ment in Hebron, the EU 
backed the two key 
demands that Mr. Arafat 
said he would make in the 
Washington talks. 
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CAIRO- (Agencies) — 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said Tuesday he refused an 
invitation to a Washington 
Mideast summit in part to 
send a signal to Israel that 
continued obstinacy can 
only block Middle East 
peace. 

Mr. Mubarak, who, said a 
scheduling conflict was 
also involved in his deci- 
sion. said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s hard-line com- 
ments before the summit 
offered little hope of its 
success. 

’’Our absence is just to 
give an indication we are 
not pleased with the acts 
and statements and the 


obstinate situation of 
Israel,.” Mr. Mubarak 
added. 

Mr. Mubarak complained 
of Mr. Netanyahu’s refusal 
to close down the archaeo- 
logical tunnel whose open- 
ing near Jerusalem's Mus- 
lim holy places set off 
Palestinian protest that 
eventually lead to more 
than 70 deaths. 

"The statements that 
came out from the prime 
minister of Israel were dis- 
couraging to a great 
extent," Mr. Mubarak said. 

Then, apparently refer- 
ring to a U.N. Security 
Council resolution indirect- 
ly urging Israel to close the 
tunnel, Mr. Mubarak added: 


’’(Netanyahu) was chal- 
lenging public opinion in 
the Arab World and the 
Muslim and the Christian 
world." 

President Bill Clinton 
invited Mr. Netanyahu. 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, Mr. Mubarak and 
King Hussein to the Wash- 
ington meeting to try to 
overcome divisions from 
four days of violence in 
which Israeli soldiers and 
Palestinian police 

exchanged gunfire. 

The Egyptian leader was 
the only one to refuse the 
invitation for the session 
opening Tuesday in Wash- 

(Continued on page 11) 


Israel tries to play down Jordan’s 
criticism and rejection of its move 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Israel on Tues- 
day sought to play down its 
differences with Jordan 
over its controversial open- 
ing of a new entrance to a 
tunnel that runs near Islam- 
ic holy shrines in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

The Jewish state appeared 
to have opted for two fronts 
after the Jordanian govern- 
ment lodged a strong 


protest against the opening 
of the tunnel, describing it 
as an attempt to impose 
Israeli sovereignty over 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

On the first front. Israeli 
Ambassador Shimon 
Shamir told Israel Radio in 
an interview shortly after 
he was summoned by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Monday 
to receive the protest that 


exchange of views than a 
diplomatic encounter to 
reaffirm the Kingdom’s 
rejection of the Israeli 
moves. 

On the second front, the 
Israeli embassy issued a 
statement on Tuesday say- 
ing the Israeli foreign min- 
istry had submitted a writ- 
ten reply to the Jordanian 
protest. 

But the contents of the 
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Simitis says Cyprus is 
Greece’s top priority 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Greek Prime Minister 
Costas Simitis on Tuesday 
pledged top priority for 
Cyprus, with which his 
country has a joint defence 
pact aimed at deterring a 
perceived threat from 
Turkey. 

‘The Cyprus problem is a 
top priority for Greece in its 
foreign policy." Mr. Simitis 
said on arrival at Larnaca 
airport for Cyprus indepen- 
dence day celebrations. 

Later Cypriot President 
Glafcos Clerides and Mr. 
Simitis took the salute at a 
large military parade on the 
southern outskirts of the 
capita] Nicosia. 

Before a crowd of thou- 
sands, Cyprus displayed 
newly acquired T-80 Russ- 
ian-built tanks, delivered 
earlier this month. 

Military hardware ranged 
from armoured personnel 
carriers, to rockets and 
launchers. Police heli- 
copters hovered overhead 
information. 

Cyprus gained indepen- 
dence from Britain in i960. 
In 1974 Turkey invaded the 
northern part of the island 
in the wake of a short-lived 
coup engineered by the mil- 
itary ruling Greece at the 
time. United Nations efforts 
to reunify the island have 
failed to produce results. 

Turkey maintains some 
30,000 troops in the north 
of Cyprus, declared a 
breakaway Turkish Cypriot 
state in 1983 but recognised 
only by Ankara. 

Mr. Clerides on Monday 
said Cyprus would continue 
to strengthen defences until 
a way is found to reunify 


the country and remove 
Turkish troops. 

“My visit today on the 
anniversary of Cyprus inde- 
pendence is because we 
want to show we support 
the independence of the 
Cyprus republic and we 
want to help it, to assist it in 
everyway to restore its ter- 
ritorial integrity over all 
Cyprus,” Mr. Simitis said. 

Mr. Simitis is on his first 
visit outside Greece since 
w innin g national elections 
last week. It is the first visit 
by a Greek prime minister 
to the island's indepen- 
dence day celebrations. 

From early morning main 
roads to Nicosia were 
blocked by traffic as thou- 
sands of people gathered in 
bright sunshine to watch 
the annual parade and to 
cheer Mr. Simitis. 

Schoolchildren waving 
yellow-and-white Cypriot 
flags and blue and white 
Greek ones lined the route 
Mr. Simitis took to the cap- 
ital. 

The parade was temporar- 
ily disrupted when a man 
climbed onto a nearby 
water tower with a Turkish 
flag he intended burning, 
witnesses said. He was 
pulled off and arrested by 
police 

Mr. Simitis said Cyprus 
and Greece seek a settle- 
ment of the island's prob- 
lem through diplomacy. 

But, “at the same time 
they promote the strength- 
ening of the island's 
defences through their joint 
defence pact,” he added. 

“International public 
opinion shows ... that the 
illegal occupation of 


Cyprus cannot continue,” 
Mr. Simitis said. 

His noted last month's 
resolution by the European 
Union parliament to cut off 
financial aid to Turkey until 
it improves its human rights 
record and indicates readi- 
ness to solve the Cyprus 
problem on the basis of 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lutions. 

The resolutions call for 
withdrawal of Turkey’s 
estimated 35,000 troops 
and its 50,000 mainland 
settlers from the north of 
Cyprus, and the return of 
refugees who fled in 1974. 

Turkey and northern 
Cyprus say (he troops are 
necessary to keep the Turk- 
ish Cypriots from being 
dominated by Greek Cypri- 
ots. who account for about 
80 per cent of the island's 
population. 

Mr. Clerides, who wel- 
comed Mr. Simitis at Lar- 
naca airport said his visit 
“on the day of our indepen- 
dence anniversary is one 
more indication of the sup- 
port Greece gives to the 
struggling Hellenism of 
Cyprus." 

The Cypriot president had 
warned on Monday that the 
continuing division of his 
war-split island might spark 
a conflict between Greece 
and Turkey. 

The prolongation of the 
Turkish occupation of the 
north, he said, “is fraught 
with the serious dangers of 
making partition permanent 
and also triggering a mili- 
tary flare-up on the island, 
which could escalate into a 
conflict between Greece 
and Turkey.” 


Shamir: No Palestinian state 


GENEVA (R) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said on 
Tuesday there should never 
be a Palestinian state on ter- 
ritory held by Israel and 
there was no reason for 
Israeli settlers to leave the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Shamir, whose right- 
wing administration took 
part in negotiations for a 
Middle East peace 
launched in Madrid by the 
big powers in October 
1991, also told a news con- 
ference that he saw no 
peace process presently 
under way in the region. 

“It was always the dream 
of the Israeli people to have 
a state of our own.... It is 
not our job to provide the 
Palestinians with a state," 
said the former leader of 
the Likud Party of current 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

“There are more than 20 
Arab countries in the Mid- 
dle East. If a Palestinian 
wants to live in an Arab 


state, he can go ta any one 
of them,” he added. 

Mr. Shamir, who said he 
was no longer involved in 
political affairs, told the 
news conference organised 
by the Swiss branch of the 
Likud that he was currently 
working to set up a new 
Jewish youth foundation in 
Jerusalem's Old City. 

He made no direct com- 
ment on last week’s vio- 
lence pitting Israeli troops 
against Palestinian police 
and demonstrators which 
* led^o die calling of a sum- 
mit in Washington to try to 
rescue the peace process in 
the region. 

But he said he did not 
recognise as a peace 
process the series of negoti- 
ations between Israelis and 
Palestinians that emerged 
from the Oslo accords and 
the Washington declaration 
of principles between Israel 
and Palestinian leader Yass- 
er Arafat of September 
1993. 

“I do not accept the 


(Oslo) agreements. They do 
not respond to the real 
needs of our country,” he 
declared, insisting he was 
expressing his personal 
opinion. 

“One cannot consider an 
agreement with the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) a formal agree- 
ment between states, since 
the PLO is not a state,” Mr. 
Shamir said. 

“What we have now and 
what is facing our country 
is not a peace process, 
because there is a big dif- 
ference between the posi- 
tion of the Palestinians and 
their sympathisers and the 
Israeli position.” 

He said be would like to 
see a return to the Madrid 
process, which was super- 
seded after it ran into diffi- 
culties by the long-secret 
Oslo negotiations between 
the Palestinians and the 
Israeli Labour government 
that replaced his in early 
1993. 
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SIEGE: A religious Jew holds op the “four species” or plants wrapped together as he offers an Israeli tank crew the oppor- 
tunity to say a special prayer for the Sukkot holiday on a base along the border with the Gaza Strip on Tuesday. Israel moved 
in Merkava tanks and armoured ersonnel carriers in a show of strength in case violent clashes resume in the Gaza Strip 
□ear the Jewish settlement area of Gush Katif (Reuters photo) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Yemen, Eritrea agree on arbitration 

PARIS (R) — Yemen and Eritrea have agreed to go to an arbitra- 
tion court to solve their territorial dispute over Red Sea islands, 
the French foreign ministry which nuxiiated in the row said on 
Tuesday. It said the two sides would sign a compromise on 
Thursday in Paris creating an arbitration court. “The two sides 
agreed on all the provisions of an arbitration compromise creat- 
ing an arbitration court to settle their dispute,” the ministry said. 
Yemen and African Eritrea, faring each other across the Red Sea. 
both claim sovereignty over the small. Arid Hanish islands. The 
dispute triggered clashes which killed at least 12 people last 
Derember. France mediated in the dispute, and Egypt and 
Ethiopia also exerted mediation efforts to end the conflict. The 
islands are near vital shipping lanes used by more than 100 ships 
doily carrying 125,000 bands of oil shipped by Gulf producers 
to customers in Europe via Egypt's ijuez Canal. 

Cairo traffic comes to halt 

CAIRO (API — Downtown Cairo traffic came to a virtual stand- 
still Tuesday as a visit by President Hosni Mubarak shut down 
the city's metro system, stranding tens of thousands of people. 
Mr. Mubarak’s visit to a new station at Ramses square also 
blocked road traffic as security men closed off main streets 
through t)ne of the city’s busiest squares. Buses and taxis, 
crammed with people, were stuck in traffic for hours. As the traf- 
fic jam lengthened, tempers started to fray in the late morning 
heat, and thousands of horns blared in frustration. The metro, 
which carries about 500,000 passengers daily, was dosed to the 
public as of 7 a.m. (0500 GMT), even though Mr. Mubarak did 
not arrive at the station for tbe ceremonies inaugurating a new 
metro line until shortly before 9 a.m. (0700GMT). Ramses 
Square is also the main terminal for Egypt's extensive railway 
system. 

Israel, lifts restrictions on journalists 

TEL AVTV (AP) — The array revoked an order Tuesday barring 
Israeli journalists from Palestinian-run areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip after the restrictions were harshly criticised. The 
army had justified the ban on Israeli journalists by saying it could 
no longer guarantee their safety after several reporters were 
wounded in last week's Israeli-Palestinian fighting. Journalists 
criticised the order as undemocratic and said it could create a 
slanted report by forcing the Israeli media to count on Palestin- 
ian reports. On Tuesday, the army said Israeli journalists who 
coordinated their visits to autonomous areas with the Palestinian 
Authority and were met at checkpoints by Palestinian officials 
would be allowed to pass. Israel radio reporter Carmela Menashe 
said reporters were told tbe ban was lifted after reappraisal of the 
situation, but said pressure from journalists was likely taken into 
account in the decision. Although the ban was supposed to apply 
only to Israelis, reporters carrying foreign passports also encoun- 
ters! problems travelling in the West Bank on Monday. 


Turkey rejects U.S. criticism 
of Erbakan’s visit to Libya 


ANKARA tR) — Turkey on 
Tuesday dismissed United 
States criticism of Prime Min- 
ister Necmettin Erbakan's 
imminent visit to Libya, a 
country which Washington 
considers a state sponsor of 
terrorism. 

‘Turkey is a sovereign coun- 
try. Turkey's prime minister 
can decide for himself which 
country he will visit. We are 
looking after our own inter- 
ests," State Minister Abdullah 
Gul told a news conference. 

Mr. Erbakan is to visit 
Tripoli for two days on Friday 
as part of a six-day foreign 
tour which begins on Wednes- 
day in Egypt and ends in Nige- 
ria next week. But he made no 
mention of the Libya visit 
when he spoke to members of 
his Welfare Party oii Tuesday 
about the foreign trip. 

Few foreign leaders have 
visited Tripoli since the United 
Nations imposed an air and 
limited trade embargo on 
Libya in 1991 for its refusal to 
hand over two Libyans sus- 
pected of blowing up a Pan 
Am airliner over Lockerbie, 
Scotland in 1988. 

Tbe Libya visit and reports 
that Mr. Erbakan plans to 
invite Sudanese President 


Omar Hassan A1 Bashir to 
Turkey have raised concern 
among U.S. officials this 
week. 

“We certainly would have 
concern about any country 
normalising relations with 
Sudan and Libya,” State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said on Mon- 
day in reference to Mr. 
Erbakan ’5 visit 

“Sudan is a stare sponsor of 
terrorism. Libya is responsible 
for the murder of hundreds of 
Americans on Pam Am Flight 
103. And we haven't forgotten 
that We know that the Libyans 
are harbouring two individuals 
who are responsible for that 
bombing." Mr. Bums added. 

Turitish trade officials have 
already arrived in Tripoli to 
seek Libya's payment of out- 
standing debts of tip to S365 
million due to Turkish build- 
ing contractors. 

An earlier trip by Mr. 
Erbakan to Iran worried 
Turkey's Western allies, who 
feared he would move Turkey 
away from the West. While in 
Tehran. Mr. Erbakan sealed a 
$20 billion gas deal despite a 
U.S. bill punishing companies 
investing in gas projects in 
Iran or Libya. 


Adonis on list for Nobel Prize 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — The 
winner of this year’s Nobel 
Prize for Literature will be 
announced on Thursday in 
Stockholm by Sweden's Royal 
Academy, the academy con- 
firmed on Tuesday. 

Permanent Secretary Sture 
Allen will publicly announce 
tbe name of the winner or win- 
ners at 1:00 p.m. (1100 GMT) 
at the academy’s headquarters. 

Tbe Syrian poet, AJi Ahmad 


Said, known by the pen name 
Adonis, is among the candi- 
dates for this year's prize. 

The winners of the other 
Nobel prizes for 1996 will be 
announced between Oct. 7 and 
11, in line with a schedule 
published in August which 
confirmed all but the date for 
the literature prize. 

Earlier reports had expected 
the Nobel Prize for Literature 
to be announced on Oct 10. 


MADEN, Turkey (Agen- 
cies) — Kurdish rebels, 
challenging a major Turkish 
offensive, lolled nine people 
and wounded 16 others in a 
surge of overnight attacks on 
civilian targets, news reports 
said Tuesday. 

The rebels raked a coffee 
house with gunfire in this 
town in eastern Turkey, 
killing two civilians and 
wounding 16 others, includ- 
ing six policemen, the semi- 
official Anatolia news 
agency said. 

The policemen were on 
duty but apparently enjoying 
a break at the coffee house at 
the time of the raid. 

Maden lies 770 kilometres 
east of Ankara. 

In two separate attacks in 
southeastern Diyarfoakir 
province, the rebels killed 
three elementary school 
teachers in Hantepe village 
and three private guards at a 
dam. the agency said. 

Tbe guerrillas target teach- 
ers in an effort to disrupt the 
state education system in the 
Kurdish-dominated - south- 
east. They have killed over 
50 teachers and burned 
down several schools in die 
past three years. 

The Kurdish language is 
banned in education and 
broadcasting. 

The attacks followed a 
major army crackdown on 
Kurdish rebels in Turkey's 
southeast, and was seen as a 
show of strength by the 
rebels. 

Last week the Turkish gen- 
eral staff announced that 
1.000 rebels were killed in 
the past one month. 

Kurdish guerrillas have 
been fighting for autonomy 
in Turkey's southeast since 
1984. The war has killed 
more than 20.000 people. 

Security officials said a 
group of rebels seized six 
teachers from their homes in 
the village of Hantepe early 
in the morning, took them to 
the countryside 10 kilome- 
tres away and shot three of 
them dead. They released the 
other three, the officials told 
Reuters. 

Two of the dead were a 
married couple, the officials 
said. 

The rebels say they target 
teachers because they sym- 
bolise the forced assimila- 
tion of Kurdish children into 
Turkish culture. 

The human rights group 
Amnesty International said 
in a report released on Tues- 
day that the rebels have 
killed 90 teachers since they 
took up arms in 1984. 

The latest attack came just 
over a week after children in 
Turkey returned to school 
following the summer break. 
The rebels have not killed 
any teachers for more than a 
year. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:20 Flintstones 

15:45 The Adventures 

16:10 Kelly 

16:30 Earth Revealed 

17:00 News 

Flash 

17:02 Document — La 

France Aux 1000 Villages 
17:30 — Varieties — LTvite 
De Marque 

18:00 Document — Les 

Enfants Du Voyage 
19:00 Le Jour- 

nal 

19:15 ^Magazine — Sport Et 
Musique 

19 JO News 

Healines 

19:35 .The Four Seasons 

20:00 ....Super Stars of Action 


JORDAN TIMES 



20:30 


21:10 





22:25 

...The Bold Andthe 

Beautiful 

23:10 

Hart to Han 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:09 


05:26 

J 

11-JL5 


14:48 


17:25 

.Maghreb 

18:42 

.7‘Ish 


CHURCHES 
SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifteh'Tel. S10740 
Assemblies of God Church 


Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta ClHircfa TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. -775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 77 175 L 
' Amman International 
Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise slightly with winds south- 
easterly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, it will be dusty, winds 
northerly moderate to active 
and seas calm. 

Amman 15/31 

Aqaba 23/36 

Deserts 14/33 


Jordan Valley .20/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 35 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 30 per 
cent. Aqaba 29 per cent 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
Dr. Hanna Mansoor ..750197 

Dr. Afif Shukri ....898863 

Dr. NidalAl Dahiefa ...827195 
Dr. Sa'id Tawfiq 
788285 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy .623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID; 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneh 250080 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Harzallafa 9SS075 
Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 
Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111, 
637777 


Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints _ 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OS- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ...636140 


<9 

Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Moasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreen777 101/3 

Al-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

AraatiHospital 674 1 55 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospita](09)9S6732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
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maiion department at the 
Queen Alia Internationa] Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

09: 10... Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
10:30 Larnaca, Damascus (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RD 

16:30 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:50 Madrid (RJ) 

18:00 ..Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

18:10 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 
18:15 .....London, Berlin (RJ) 
20:15 ..Paris, Aqaba (add) 
(RJ) 

21:55 Rome, Istanbul 

(RJ) 

23:30 Beirut (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

03:25 Singapore, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

11:00 Sanaa (IY) 

11:15 Jeddah (SV) 

12:00 Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

12:15 Cairo (MS) 

12:40. ..Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:30 Tunis (TU) 

14:00 Vienna (OS) 


23:20 Amsterdam(KL) 


15:2 ® Algiers ( AH) 

18:00 Dubai (EK) 

19:40 London, Beirut (BA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:35 Larnaca (CY) 

22:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
18:45 ..Tel Aviv (QALA) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

07:20 .Paris, Aqaba (RJ) 

10:00 Istanbul. Rome (RJ) 

10:15 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

12:00 Casablanca (RJ) 

19:20 Colombo(RJ) 

*9:45 Beirut(RJ) 

20:10 -Cairc(RJ) 

20:10 ...Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:25 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:30 Calcutta, Bangkok(Rjj 

21:45 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

03:00 Amsterdam! KL) 

07:45 Beirut(MH) 

08:15 London(BA) 

J Sanaa (1Y) 

*2:45 Jeddah(SV) 

13:15 Beirut, Abu Dhabi. 

Karachi (PK) 

13 ^0 Doha, Al ’Ain (GF) 

14: 30 -TunisiTU) 

14:S ® Vienna(OS) 

I Shariqah(AH) 

JJ 1 !® Dubai (EK) 

2*^0 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:30 LamacafCY) 


03:00 .Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
19:30 .Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple .... 

71MVS00 


Banana i mukhammar) ..470/470 

Banana (imported)- 

— 700/500 

Cabbage. 

rjftTO 

Carrot ...... 

.280/140 

Cauliflower. 

— 350/160 

Cucumber (large) .. 

140/90 

Cucumber (small) m 

.-...270/150 

Eggplant „ 

TVn/130 

Garlic 

.700/450 

Grapes 

.530/350 

Guava. 

.. 630/350 

Lemon 

- ..400/250- 

Marrow (Targe). 

— 200/150 

Marrow (small) — ... 

370/220 

Mulukhiah 

130/70 

Onion (dry) ... . 

140/80 

Okra 

....1000/600 

Pea. 

.-.380/400 

Pepper (hot) 

—320/200 

Pepper (sweet) ...» 

.—380/220 

Plum 

4OO/250 

Pomegranate . 

380/220 

Potato — -vjVTOn 

Spinach 

. jMO/200 

String Bean 

— 750/400 


n 
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Tomato 


-230/130 
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Prince Mohammad 
celebrates 56th birthday 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Mohammad Ben 
Talal, the personal repre- 
sentative of His Majesty 
King Hussein, celebrates 
his 56th birthday today. 

Bom in Amman on Oct 
2. 1940 Prince Mohammad 
was educated at the Islam- 
ic College in Amman and* 
pursued higher studies in 
Switzerland and Britain. 
Subsequently he studied at 
the military college in 
Baghdad between 1956 and 
1957, after which he joined 
the special Royal Guard 
before becoming the 
King's military aide. 

Prince Mohammad was 
president of both the Jor- 


i I !■ 


Council in 1971 and the 
Higher Tourism Council in 
1972. and currently directs 
the Jordanian Shooting 
Federation, the Royal 
Shooting Club and the Jor- 
dan Chess Federation. 

Prince Mohammad mar- 
ried Princess Taghrid in 



1981. 

Both his sons are in the 
service of His Majesty 
King- Hussein; HRH 
Prince Talal is the King's 


military secretary and 

director of the National 
Security Council, and 

HRH Prince Ghazi is the 
King's cultural secretary. 


Paris Club to reschedule Jordan’s debts of $308m 

Accord reached in line with the Kingdom’s adherence to restructuring programme 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
the Paris Club of creditor 
governments have 

reached agreement on 
rescheduling $308 mil- 
lion of the Kingdom’s 
official debts, the Min- 
istry of Finance said 
Tuesday. 

The agreement is pan 
an accord that covers 
$1,101 million in Jordan- 
ian debts to the Paris Club 
and raises to more than $3 
billion the total resched- 
uled official debts under 
three agreements reached 
with creditor govern- 
ments since 1989. 

Total Jordanian debts to 
creditor governments and 
state-guided credit guar- 
antee agencies in'” the 
Paris Club, including the 
rescheduled amount 


Society 


50 firms finalise contracts in Yemen TT12.rkS 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) Tuesday announced 
that 50 local firms have 
finalised contracts with 
various Yemeni compa- 
nies to market Jordanian 
products in Yemen. 

A total of 100 business- 
es and factories had been 
displaying products in a 
week-long trade fair in the 
Yemeni capital of Sanaa. 

The fair aimed at pro- 
moting Jordanian prod- 
ucts abroad, said JTA 
-Executive Director Halim 
Abu Rahmeh. upon his 
return. 

He also affirmed that -a 
Jordanian firm, the Arab 
Company -for the Manu- 


facture of Metal Pipes, 
concluded a contract for 
the export of products to 
Yemen at the rate of $5 
million annually for an 
unspecified number of 
years. 

The trade fair in Yemen 
was designed to introduce 
Jordanian products to the 
Yemeni market and famil- 
iarise the Yemeni people 
with the Kingdom's 
industrial and other prod- 
ucts, Mr. Abu Rahmeh 
said. 

During the fair, mer- 
chants and businessmen 
from both countries held a 
series of meetings and dis- 
cussed forming a joint 
committee grouping pri- 


vate sectors to facilitate 
the implementation of 
these agreements, and 
deal with issues such as 
customs duty exemptions, 
in order to facilitate the 
flow of trade between Jor- 
dan and Yemen, he added. 

The fair was organised 
by the JTA in conjunction 
with the Jordanian Com- 
mercial Centre in Sanaa, 
according to Ahmad 
Siaghi. deputy minister of 
supply and trade in Yemen 
who opened the fair. 

He said that Yemen and 
Jordan have gone a long 
way towards enhancing 
bilateral trade in line with 
pan-Arab goals to create 
an-Arab common market. • 



HRH PRINCESS BASMA MEETS WITH COMMITTEE: Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basina Tuesday receives the Jordanian Women’s Union Exec- 
utive Committee in her office. The meeting aims to coordinate efforts to 
strengthen cooperation between the committee and non-governmental 
organisations (Petra photo) 
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EXHIBITIONS 


*Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at the French Cultural Centre, until Oct. 29 . 

* ‘The Fifth One-Dimension Exhibition’’ by several artists at Ab-’ad Art 
Gallery, Mecca Street (Tet 862105), until Oct 10. 

'* W orks by Mohammad A1 Jaioos at BaJadna Art Gallery, entitled “Pathet- 
ic” at Gardens Street (Td. 687508). until Oct .3: - v 

* Baske try exhibition (with a variety of wrought iron furniture mixed with 
basketry) at Jordan Design and TVade Centre, Shmeisani (Tel. 699141/2), 
until Oct. 10. 

* “Summer ‘96” exhibition at Darat Ai Funun. Jabal Weibdeh (including 
ceramic sculptures by Vera Tammari, photographs of Jordanian villages by 
Ammar Khammash, works by contemporary Arab artists, a mosaic exhibi- 
tion, and others), until Oct 8. 

Save water... 
every drop counts 


seniors 


day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
White Beds Society 
(WBS) which runs the 
Home for the Aged in 
Jweideh, Tuesday marked 
International Senior Citi- 
zens Day. 

The event was attended 
by Minister of Social 
Development Hamad Abu 
Jamous and other officials 
from the Ministry of 
Health. 

Mr. Abu Jaraous 
expressed appreciation 
for the organisation's 
caretaking and stated that 
the Ministry of Social 
Development has been 
providing an annual JD 
40,000 to JD50.000 to the 
facility to help cater to 
seniors' needs and accom- 
modation. 

The WBS, which was 
established in 1971 to care 
for the elderly, was for- 
merly inaugurated by His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
1978, according to Min- 
istry of Social Develop- 
ment officials. 

In an address at the cer- 
emony. WBS President 
Isa'af Shuqair paid tribute 
to the ongoing coopera- 
tion between the ministry 
and the society, under 
which, at any given time, 
the society hosts 45 senior 
citizens, referred by the 
ministry. 

She said that the home 
is attended by a resident 
doctor who is assisted by 
nurses and a social work- 
er in addition to^ other 
•staff who perform various 
and sundry tasks. 

Ms. Shuqair maintains 
close cooperation with the 
Ministry of Health and 
public hospitals for fur- 
ther intensive treatment 
when necessary. 

At the ceremony a 
group of Japanese women 
performed national Japan- 
ese and Jordanian folk- 
loric dances. 

The annual observation 
of International Senior 
Citizens Day on Oct. I 
was implemented by the 
U.N. General Assembly 
which has also named 
1999 as Senior Citizen's 
Year “in recognition of 
humanity’s demographic- 
coming of age and the 
promise it holds for 
maturing attitudes and 
capabilities in social, eco- 
nomic, cultural and spiri- 
tual undertakings.” 


stood at about $4.4 billion 
at the end of 1996, accord- 
ing to the latest bulletin of 
the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan. 

Secretary-general of the 
ministiy Suleiman Hafez 
in a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the latest 
agreement was reached 
on Sept. 17 and covered 
debt repayments — $250 
million in principal and 
$58 million in interest — 
due for the period from 
July 1996 to May 1997. It 
was Dot immediately 
known whether any 
immediate payment had 
to be made as pan of the 
accord. 

Repayments will start in 
June 1999 and cover a 
period of 1 Svyears. 

Reschedulmg was made 
possible upon certifica- 
tion by the International 


Monetary Fund (IMF) 
asserting that Jordan was 
adhering to the measures 
called for in a restructur- 
ing. programme agreed 
with the IMF. 

Officials have noted that 
the IMF would not have 
issued such certification 
if the government had not 
lifted the subsidies on 
wheat and animal, feed in 
a conceptual move that 
eliminates state support 
for bread and fodder ( the 
actual amount of state 
subsidy is now rechan- 
nelled in the form of 
direct cash compensation 
to Jordanian nationals). 

According to Central 
Bank of Jordan figures. 
Jordan's external "debts 
stood on Dec. 31,1 996 as 
under 

Arab governments — 
JD 360 million (among 
them; bilateral loans JD 


31.9 million, the Saudi 
Development Fund 
JD 120.3 million and the 
Iraqi Development Fund 
JD2 million). 

Industrial countries 
(governments) — 

JD 1,775 million (among 
them: Germany JD401.5 
million, France JD 108.2 
million. Japan JD 1.112 
million and the U.S. JD75 
million). 

Industrial countries 
(credit guarantee agen- 
cies) — JD1.3S0 million 
(among them: Germany 
JD15.4 million. France 
446.2 million. Japan JD 

291 .9 million. The United 
Kingdom JD394 million 
and the United States JD 
53.6 million). 

Other governments — 
JD 28 million. 

Foreign banks — JD1 15 
million. 

Foreign companies — 


JD20. 2 million. 

Multilateral institutions 
— JD 1.5 1 7.4 million 
(among them die IMF 
JD17S million. the 

International Bank tor 
Reconstruction and 

Development JD662 mil- 
lion, the European Invest- 
ment Bank JDlNl.6 mil- 
lion, the Islamic De\e!op- 
meni Bank JD104. 6 mil- 
lion i. the Arab Monetary 
Fund JD42. 1 million, and 
the Arab Fund for Eco- 
nomic De\elopment JD 
316.4 million). 

Bonds JD 1 4 1.9 million. 

Leasing contracts — JD 
174 million. 

All outstanding external 
debts amounted to JD 
4.465 million. 


Minister reaffirms commitment 
to environmental protection 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irshei- 
dat Tuesday reaffirmed 
Jordan's commitment to 
implementing require- 
ments set by the United 
Nations Educational, Sci- 
entific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) 
for the protection and 
restoration of archaeologi- 
cal sites. 

In a lecture delivered at 
Regency Palace Hotel, the 
minister said that Jordan 
does not develop its 
tourist industry at the 
expense of archaeological 
sites, the country’s nation- 
al heritage or the environ- 
ment. 

Noting that archaeolo- 
gists from 19., different 
countries are currently 
conducting restoration or 


excavation work in the 
Nabatean city of Petra, he 
said that specialists are 
maintaining close coordi- 
nation with the Ministry 
of Tourism. 

Mr. Irsheidat also stated 
that the ministry has made 
ambitious plans for tourist 
development. 

Jordan has three major 
transportation companies 
but hotels have not yet 
been able to achieve full 
occupancy rates. he 
added, and called for 
increased efforts on the 
part of the private sector 
to contribute to national 
efforts in boosting the 
tourist industry. 

Dr. Irsbeidat said the 
government is attempting 
to meet the needs of the 
tourist sector, by . training 
qualified people at hotel 



Saleh Irsheidat 

management colleges, 
instructing tourist guides 
and encouraging construc- 
tion -of hotels and trans=. 
portation. 

.Tbe ..minister_expressed . 
optimism that the newly 


established Jordan 

Tourism Board will moti- 
vate the private sector to 
further boost the industry. 

He said that last year's 
tourist revenues amounted 
to $700 million and thus 
equivalent to 50 per cent 
of the total revenues 
accruing from annual 
exports. 

The minister Sunday 
addressed a meeting con- 
vened to debate obstacles 
in tourism, maintaining 
that a recent decline in 
tourism is due to political 
developments in the Mid- 
dle East. 

However, he said. Jor- 
dan expects further invest- 
ments jir the. Kingdom to 
cater to an anticipated 
.tourism boom jq the peace 
era. 


Lebanon, Jordan firm produce contract; 
set immediate timetable 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Agriculture Mustafa Shneikat 
announced upon his return to 
Amman from Beirut Tuesday that 
Jordan and Lebanon have agreed to 
organise the exchange of agricultur- 
al products and have set a timetable 
effective immediately. 

This agreement was concluded in 
talks held with the Lebanese minis- 
ter of agriculture and other Lebanese 
officials last week. 

Under the agreement Lebanon and 
Jordan will grant each other, prefer- 


ential treatment in the import and 
export of agricultural products and 
priority in trade, depending on avail- 
ability, said Dr Shenelkat. 

According to the agreement, Jor- 
dan will export tomatoes, cucum- 
bers. eggplants, squash, green 
beans, watermelons and onions dur- 
ing fixed annual periods. 

In exchange Lebanon will export 
potatoes, oranges, lemons, grapes, 
apples, pears, loquats and peanuts 
according to another timetable. 

Mr. Shneikat said the produce will 


be exempt from customs duty on 
both sides if exported or imported 
within the agreed upon timetables. 

The two sides agreed to hold 
^another meeting in July 1997 in 
•order to assess die exchange 
timetable. 

Representatives of Lhe Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation and the Jor- 
danian Society of Producers and 
Exporters of Fruits and Vegetables 
accompanied the minister to his 
talks with the Lebanese government. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Sudan sign 
health agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and Sudan Monday signed a 
health cooperation agreement stipulating the exchange of 
health and medical expertise, according to Ministry of 
Health Secretary General Hashem Jaddou. Under the 
agreement, signed in Khartoum, Jordan will provide 
expertise in the management of endemic diseases and 
diagnostic X-ray analysis to Sudan and will train Sudanese 
nurses. Dr Jaddou returned to Amman late Monday after a 
several-day visit during which" he held talks with senior 
Sudanese health officials on means of enhancing bilateral 
relations in the health field. 

RJ, TWA to collaborate 
on int’l flights 

AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian (RJ) and Trans- 
World Airlines (TWA) Tuesday signed an air transporta- 
tion agreement, under which both airlines will launch joint 
flights between the United States, Jordan and Holland. The 
flights will cover Amman, Amsterdam, New York, Chica- 
go, Houston and Los Angeles, according to RJ President 
and Chief Executive Officer Nader Dahabi. The agreement 
was signed for RJ by Mr. Dahabi and for TWA by its Chief 
Executive Officer Mr. Jeffrey Ericson. 

House to participate in 
Global Food Conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament’s 
Permanent Office Tuesday met under the chairmanship of 
House Speaker Sa’ad Hayel Srour and opted for the 
House’s participation in the Global Food Conference 
which will convene in Italy from Oct.13 to 1 7 according to 


Parliament Secretary General Mohammad Masulha. He 
said the office approved House participation in another 
international symposium regarding security, political and 
economic dialogue in the Mediterranean region, to be held 
in Lisbon in December. The House will also contribute to 
a special parliamentary com mi nee in charge of following 
up on Arab- African dialogue, due to assemble in Mali on 
Ocl 14 and 15. 

King Hussein Bridge 
closed indefinitely 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King Hussein bridge on the River 
Jordan Tuesday was indefinitely closed to - " traffic to and 
from Gaza, according to Public Security department 
sources. 

Book fair to open Oct. 7 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 10-day international book exhibi- 
tion will open here on Monday, Oct. 7. according to Min- 
ister of Culture Ahmad Qudah. A total of 203 publishing 
houses, including 52 from Jordan, 36 from Europe and The 
United Slates. 39 from Egypt and 39 from Lebanon will 
participate in the event. 

Road accidents claim 14 lives 
in last week of Sept. 

AMMAN (Petra) — A total of 14 citizens were killed and 
318 injured in 749 read accidents during the last week of 
September. accordirt§ to Traffic Department sources. They 
broke down the statistic as follows: 26.2 per cent of the 
victims were in the age range of 21-30 and 24.4 per cent 
were 10 years old or younger. Tailgating accounted for 13.5 
per cent of the total accidents followed by failure to yield 
to pedestrians accounting for 1 1 .1 per cent of the total acci- 
dent number. 
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Bypass risky and useless for 
Yeltsin heart condition — report 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
condition of Russian Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltsin's heart, 
weakened by restricted 
blood flow, will render by- 
pass surgery not only dan- 
gerous but possibly useless, 
the weekly Itogi newsma- 
gazine said in its latest edi- 
tion Tuesday. 

Quoting top heart special- 
ists and other medical 
sources. Itogi said that even 
with the six to 10 weeks’ 
extra preparation which Mr. 
Yeltsin has been given by 
his doctors, his heart still 
may not be in a fit state to 
cope with surgery. 

The report came amid per- 
sistent calls by opposition 
leaders for the Russian pres- 
ident to step down and call 
for fresh presidential elec- 
tions. 

Itogi said Mr. Yeltsin’s 
heart muscles and the 
organ's left ventricle had 
been damaged by ischaemic 
cardiomyopathy, ' a condi- 
tion whereby restricted 
blood supply to the heart 
damages the organ’s mus- 
cles and hence its ability to 
pump blood. 

As a result of the condi- 
tion, doctors found during 


tests in the middle of 
August that Mr. Yeltsin’s 
left ventricle was pumping 
just 23 per cent of blood 
from the heart, a work rate 
far below the “dangerous” 
level of 40 per cent, medical 
sources told Itogi. 

“If they brought me a 
patient off the street with a 
rate of less than 40 per cent 
I would be unlikely to carry 
out bypass surgery on him 
of my own free will." heart 
expert Professor Boris 
Shabalkin of the Centre for 
Surgical Research told the 
weekly. 

Itogi’s editor Sergei Pa- 
rkhomenko interviewed the 
sources after pioneering 
U.S. bypass surgeon Mi- 
chael Debakey said last 
week that an improvement 
in the condition of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s heart could enable 
him to break the 40-per cent 
threshold by the time of the 
operation. 

Mr. Parkhomenko's sou- 
rces said they were “aston- 
ished” by the statement, he 
told AFP. They said a work 
rate of 27 per cent was the 
best that could be hoped for, 
a rate which would make 
bypass surgery inadvisable. 


And the revelation that the 
president is suffering from 
cardiomyopathy could ren- 
der the surgery useless any- 
way, as the bypass operation 
merely enables blood to cir- 
cumvent a blockage in an 
artery and can generally do 
little for damaged heart 
muscles or a weakened left 
ventricle. 

Mr. Yeltsin has a history 
of heart trouble. He has 
been diagnosed as suffering ' 
from ischaemia — the 
restriction of blood flow to 
the heart — and has suf- 
fered a series of heart 
attacks, the latest of which 
reportedly occurred shortly 
before his reelection in July. 

Opposition figures are 
furious that the Russian 
electorate were not aware at 
the time of the full gravity 
of Mr. Yeltsin's condition, 
and have called for him to 
stand down. 

On Monday his defeated 
rival in the July election. 
Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov, said 
the country needed a more 
robust leader at a critical 
time in its history and 
warned that even with suc- 
cessful surgery Mr. Yeltsin 


could be incapacitated well 
into next year. 

On Tuesday however, Mr. 
Zyuganov's parliamentary 
ally. Agrarian Party leader 
Mikhail Lapshin said Mr. 
Yeltsin should not stand 
down, but should start car- 
rying out the numerous 
promises he made to voters 
during the electoral cam- 
paign. 

The Russian president has 
drastically cut back his 
work schedule as a result of 
his condition. On Tuesday 
he held his weekly meeting 
with Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, discussing 
economic issues, in particu- 
lar the financing of the 
Russian army, the presiden- 
tial press service said. 

The Yeltsin diagnosis 
explains why surgeons were 
reluctant to rush into bypass 
surgery and wanted to give 
Mr. Yeltsin’s heart time to 
improve. 

Professor Renat Akchurin, 
the head of the team of sur- 
geons who will operate on 
die Russian president, said 
Sunday that the heart mus- 
cle was getting stronger, 
thereby reducing the risk on 
the operation. 


Lebed to report to parliament 
on Chechenya peace process 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russia's chief peace nego- 
tiator in Chechenya, securi- 
ty chief Alexander Lebed, 
will report on the situation 
in the breakaway republic to 
the lower house of parlia- 
ment Wednesday. ITAR- 
TASS news agency reported 
Tuesday. 

Gen. Lebed's report to the 
State Duma will be accom- 
panied by reports from 
Defence and Interior Minis- 
try officials. 

The two ministries began, 
withdrawing their troops 
from Chechenya in_early_ 
September, in line with a 
peace accord which Gen. 
Lebed signed with Chechen 
separatist rebel leaders on 
Aug. 31. 

The Russian federal com- 
mand said 11,000 Defence 
Ministry troops were ex- 
pected to leave Chechenya 
this month, and the more 
numerous Interior Ministry 
forces were due to start 
withdrawing before mid- 
October. 

Separatist leader Zelim- 
khan Yandarbiyev is expect- 
ed in Moscow this week for 
talks on forming a coalition 
government in Chechenya, 
where a ceasefire has been 
holding for more than a 
month. 

A Russian government 
spokesman said Mr. Yandar- 
biyev may meet Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyr- 
din, who will return from 
Switzerland late Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin and 
Gen. Lebed discussed plans 
Monday to bolster peace in 
Chechenya by establishing 
a coalition government in 
the region. 

But more than 90 parlia- 
mentary deputies under- 
scored their opposition to 
the peace process, question- 
ing the constitutionality of 
an agreement signed on 
Aug. 31 between Gen. 
Lebed and Chechen rebel 
Chief of Staff Aslan 


Maskhadov. 

ITAR-TASS said Gen. 
Lebed informed Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin about prepara- 
tions for a new round of 
peace talks in Moscow this 
week with Chechen sepa- 
ratist representatives. 

But it was not clear if Mr. 
Yandarbiyev would take 
part in the meeting, sched- 
uled for Oct. 1-5 and aimed 
at consolidating the peace 
accord signed in the south- 
ern town of KhasavyurL 
... TASS „ said ML^Chem^ 
myrdin and Gen. Lebed dxs- 
..cussegLa plaimcd^daMo^ , 
government, preparations' 
for elections, financial sup- 
port for the region and 
Russian troop withdrawals, 
which some rebel leaders 
say are going too slowly for 
their liking. 

The peace deal, which 
ended 21 months Of war, 
followed a series of humili- 
ating defeats for Russian 
troops. It has been con- 
demned as capitulation to 
the rebels by some Russian 
officials, including power- 
ful Moscow Mayor Yuri 
Luzhkov. 

The deal postponed a 
decision on Chechenya’s 
future political status, but 
some Russian politicians 
say it could lead to Che- 
chenya seceding, which 
would go against the Rus- 
sian constitution and might 
set a precedent for other 
regions. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, who 
will stand in for President 
Boris Yeltsin when he un- 
dergoes heart suigery later 
this year, has said that the 
territorial integrity of 
Russia remains sacrosanct. 

Interfax News Agency 
said 93 deputies in the 450- 
seat State Duma lower 
chamber of parliament 
signed a petition asking the 
Constitutional Court to con- 
sider the implications of the 
Khasavyurt agreement 

The Russian-Chechen 
talks in Moscow this week 


are expected to focus on the 
composition of a coalition 
government. The main 
question mark hangs over 
who would lead such a gov- 
ernment 

.The separatist side are 
unlikely to accept the pre- 
sent pro-Moscow Chechen 
leader Doku Zavgayev 
whom they brand as a pup- 
pet elected as a result of 
massive ballot-rigging. 

A meeting of Chechen 
social and political organi- 
sations , in the north Cauca- 
sus region of Kabardino-. 
•iBalkaria. put ..forward its 
candidate at the weekend. 

TASS said 124 delegates 
nominated Adam-Shamal 
Deniyev, the 35-year-old 
leader of a little-known 
organisation called “the 
Government for Salvation 
of the Chechen People." 

Mr. Deniyev is from the 
village of Avtura in the 
Shali region of Chechenya. 
just south of the capital 
Grozny. 

He is virtually unknown 
outside of Chechenya, but 
TASS quoted a source in 
Chechenya’s pro-Moscow 
administration as saying he 
had “more influence and 
hidden levers of power in 
Chechenya than Yandar- 
biyev and Maskhadov com- 
bined." 

Former Russian parlia- 
ment speaker Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov, an ethnic Chechen 
now heading a group of 
■advisers to Mr. Yandarbi- 
yev. told Reuters be had 
proposed to Gen. Lebed a 
candidate to head the coali- 
tion government. But he 
declined to name his choice. 

Mr. Khasbulatov said 
.Gen. Lebed tried to make a 
case for another person tak- 
ing the job. “Perhaps you 
would (take the position),” 
Mr. Khksbulatov quoted 
Gen. Lebed as saying. “But 
I said we are not talking 
about me. I named another 
person." 


U.S. Congressman cites 
‘evidence’ of tobacco conspiracy 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. congress- 
man who sought the current criminal probe 
of the tobacco industry said he had a 
"smoking gun" document showing manu- 
facturers and their lawyers conspired to 
hide the dangers of cigarettes. 

Representative Martin Meehan, a Massa- 
chusetts Democrat, said Monday he had 
obtained a confidential 1964 report, which 
appears to have been written for Britain’s 
Tobacco Research Council. 

The document is based on meetings that 
two researchers had in the United States 
from Sept. 10, 1964. through Oct 15, 1964, 
with the presidents, officers and lawyers for 
major U.S. and British tobacco companies 
at which they discussed how they were han- 
dling health research and trial strategy. 

The document says that at the time, some 
tobacco executives firmly believed there 
was no proof that smoking was harmful to 
health, while others, including the presi- 
dent of the tobacco unit of Philip Morris 
Cos. Inc., “hedge a little." 


In fact, tbe document says, tbe then presi- 
dent had “stopped assuring his stockholders 
annually that he is confident -that smoking 
will eventually be exonerated." 

Another part of the document discusses 
the executives' views on the importance of 
nicotine. 

One person quoted is William Blunt, then 
president of Liggett Meyers, which is now 
Liggett Group Inc. and owned by Loews 
Corp. “Mr. Blunt firmly held the view that 
people smoked because of the nicotine,” the 
report says. 

A Liggett spokesman had no comment. 

The tobacco industry denies that nicotine 
is addictive, and the heads of the major 
companies testified to this in 1994 congres- 
sional hearings. 

The document also describes the power 
U.S. lawyers had over manufacturers' 
health research activity and the information 
released because of the fear of costly litiga- 
tion. 


Russian 
defence 
minister 
frets over 
army crisis 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Defence Minister Igor 
Rodionov appealed to 
President Boris Yeltsin 
Tuesday for extra money to 
ease a crisis in the army 
and said tbe situation there 
was becoming unbearable. 

Gen. Rodionov has 
pM$ed down any talk of a 
rebellion "in the armed 
forces, but he told a news 
conference that a lack of 
funding could lead to 
uncontrollable processes 
which could weaken 
Russia’s combat readiness. 

“I appeal to society, the 
president, the government 
and parliament We must 
find a way out of this 
extremenly difficult and 
critical situation which the 
army is in today because of 
the lack of funding,” he 
said. 

He called for a backlog of 
wages to be paid by the 
state, adding: “The situa- 
tion is becoming unbear- 
able." 

The army, the pride of 
Soviet society, has suffered 
from underfunding and low 
morale since the superpow- 
er fell apart and many sol- 
diers have not been paid for. 
months. 

Security chief Alexander 
Lebed, who backed Rodio- 
nov’s appointment as Rus- 
sian defence minister, said 
last week that the army was 
close to mutiny because of 
frustration at government 
negligence and unpaid 
wages. 

Gen. Rodionov said at 
the time that the situation 
was under control, but he 
made clear Tuesday that 
the armed forces faced a 
deep crisis. 

“In short, the Defence 
Ministry regards the situa- 
tion as controllable and 
manageable but the armed 
forces are going through a 
period of sharp crisis ” he 
said. 

He said the main prob- 
lems included the lack of 
funding, long delays in per- 
sonnel being paid by the 
state and a tendency 
towards a decline in com- 
bat readiness. Under cur- 
rent budget plans, the army 
would face another tough 
year in 1997, he said. 

Gen. Rodionov supported 
plans to create a fully pro- 
fessional army but said the 
lack of finances meant it 
would take longer than 
planned and could be com- 
pleted only by the year 
2000. 

He said the aim was to * 
cut the armed forces from 
about 1.5 million now to 
1.2 million. 



Former Rhodesian special forces soldier Anthony White is shown in this undated file 
nphoto. South African Dirk Coetzee, self confessed leader of an apartheid-era hit 
. squad, told journ alis ts that he had heard that Mr. White carried out the murder of 
Swedish Prime Minis ter Olaf Palme in 1996. White dismissed the. allegations as ‘‘neb- 
ulous and farfetched” (Renter photo) 

Palme murder investigators 
deny reopening of case 


■STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Sweden's Deputy Prosecu- 
tor General Solveig Riber- 
dahl Tuesday denied that 
investigators were consider- 
ing reopening the case 
against a Swede acquitted 
of assassinating Premier 
Olof Palme in 19S6. 

The daily Svenska Dag- 
bladet had reported Tuesday 
* that authorities are investi- 
gating reports that South 
African apartheid agents 
were involved in the killing, 
but added that they have 
!* received new information 
on Christer Petterson's 
involvement. 

Denying the report that 
japrosecutors were discussing 
whether to reopen the case. 
Mr. Riberdahl said!' “We are 
. continually analysing the 
situation regarding Christer 
Pettersson. So far. we have 
received nothing new that 
would allow us to request 
that foe case be reopened." 

Mr.. Petterspn, a 49-year 
j, old outcast and alcohol and 
drug abuser, was convicted 
and sentenced to ’"Site m" 
prison in July 1989 for foe 
murder, but was acquitted 
by an appeals court and 


released four months later 
for lack of evidence. 

Mr. Palme was gunned 
down on a Stockholm street 
on Feb. 28. 1986. 

Svenska Dagbladet repor- 
ted that investigators are 
taking seriously the infor- 
mation provided by two 
sources last spring. 

A witness, whose identity' 
has not been revealed but is 
referred as “the Chevy 
man" .because he witnessed 
foe murder while parked in 
his Chevrolet, said last 
spring that he was “95 per 
cent sure” that Christer 
Pettersson was the killer. 
The man told investigators 
he had not positively identi- 
fied Pettersson in previous 
interrogations because he 
feared for his life. 

A second witness, Sigge 
Cedergren, also changed his 
testimony last spring just 
before his death. Mr. Ceder- 
gren. a former night club 
owner who. was Mr. Petter- 
' ssoh ’s drug ddaier and who * 
is. now dead, told police 
" while dn^tSs'deam'feed that 
he had supplied Petterson 
with the gun, but had not 
known of Petterson’s inten- 


tions. 

The murder Weapon, a 
Smith and Wesson .357 
Magnum, has never been 
found 

In addition to foe two new 
revelations, “investigators 
have received further infor- 
mation that points to Mr. 
Pettersson. What that infor- 
mation is. no one with in- 
sight into foe investigation 
wants to say,” Svenska 
Dagbladet reported. 

Convicted South- African 
police assassin Eugene De 
Kock revealed at Pretoria 
Supreme Court last Thurs- 
day that South African 
apartheid operatives had 
been involved in the killing. 

■ South African death squad 
leader Dirk Coetzee has 
since fingered Anthony 
White, a soldier in foe for- 
mer white army of Rhode- 
sia. now Zimbabwe, as foe 
killer. 

•’ * ; Mr?- Whild 'Whb'no w ii ves 
and works in the Mozam- 
bfcafc'pdrt City bf-Beifa,'^ 
denied murdering Mr. Pal- 
me. who was a fierce oppo- 
nent of apartheid. 


Burma to release over 500 NLD 
[[detainees, but could clamp down again 


RANGOON (AFP) — - 
Burmese authorities said 
Tuesday that more than 
500 supporters of Aung 
San Sou Kyi who were 
detained last week would 
soon be released, but 
warned they would crack 
down again if she again 
tried to hold a party con- 
gress. 

“Letting them go ahead 
with such meetings would 
have more serious ramifi- 
cations, making it more 
difficult for the authorities 
to handle,” Colonel Kyaw 
Win, deputy chief of mili- 
tary intelligence, told 
AFP. 

Such pre-emptive action 
against the National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) would be less dam- 
aging to the country than 
the negative publicity It 
attracted abroad, he said. 

He was speaking after a 
government news confer- 1 
ence, attended by foreign' 
media, to outline official 
action over the past five 
days to prevent an NLD 
party congress by arrest- 
ing more than 500 acti- 
vists. 

The dampdown also 
stopped Ms. Situ Kyi from 
holding the meet-the-pub- 
lic sessions previously held 
outside her Rangoon resi- 
dence every weekend 
since her release last July. 

Some of the NLD sup- 
porters who were detained 
could be subject to sepa- 
rate legal action, a senior 
military intelligence offi- 
cial, Colonel Kyaw Them 
told reporters. 

An estimated 30 activists 
detained prior to a party 
congress planned last May 
received prison terms of 
seven to 14 years. 

Ms. Suu Kyi was free to 
come and go as she 
pleased, but the blockade 
outside her residence 
designed to prevent the 
congress, scheduled for 
SepL 27-29, would re- 
main, Police Colonel 
Ngwe Soe Tun said. 


“So long as it is neces- 
sary for peace and tran- 
quillity, (the blockade) 
will remain there,’' he 
said. 

The government's an- 
nouncement came amid 
international outcry and 
calls for the immediate 
release of the detainees 
and the resumption of 
normal party activities. 

Col. Kyaw Thein said 
that the 159 delegates to 
the planned congress who 
were picked up prior to its 
scheduled opening Friday 
had been held in guest 
houses and that some were 
on their way home “even 
as we speak.” 

Local police had picked 
up some 400 additional 
party officials and organ- 
isers, and they would be 
released in conformity 
with police practices, he 
said. 

According to a govern- 
ment statement received 
in Bangkok, 88 of those 
held for questioning had 
returned home Monday 
morning. 

NLD sources have esti- 
mated that as many as 800 
of their supporters have 
been taken in for ques- 
tioning by the police since 
Thursday. 

The future of the week- 
end public gatherings held 
outside Ms. Suu Kyi's res- 
idence was in doubt, as 
officials accused NLD 
leaders of seeking to pro- 
voke violent demonstra- 
tions intended to bring 
down the government 

The meetings were ille- 
gal from the beginning, 
and the NLD politicians 
had not shown the pa- 
tience needed whife the 
military ensured a peace- 
ful transition to multi- 
party democracy. Col. 
Kyaw Thein said. * 

Commenting on the 
junta’s latest dampdown 
against Ms. Suu Kyi’s sup- 
porters, he explained: 
“The steps taken (against 
the NLD) were necessary 


to prevent street riots.” 
“At her first conference 
... she threatened dialogue 
or utter devastation,” he 
said. 

The State Law and 
Order Restoration Coun- 
cil (SLORC), as the junta 
is officially called, took 
power in 1988 after a 
bloody crackdown on na- 
tionwide pro-democracy 
demonstrations and later 
ignored the results of gen- 
eral elections in 1990, 
which the NLD won by a 
landslide. 

“It is meaningless to 
shout at the top of their 
voice that those desiring 
democracy are being sup- 
pressed. Stability of the 
state and rule of law are of 
primary importance,” a 
government account of 
the press briefing distrib- 
uted by the Burmese em- 
bassy in Bangkok said. 

Col. Kyaw Win told 
AFP: “By making a pre- 
emptive strike like we did 
— people may see us as 
being repressive,” but he 
S^d this was "less prob- 
lematic in the long ran.” 
He said Rangoon could 
not allow the NLD to hold 
a major meeting where 
such things as draft con- 
stitutions or resolutions 
could be adopted. 

This risked leading Wes- 
tern nations such as the 
United States to believe 
the NLD action expressed 
the wishes of Burma’s 45 
million people and to 
“pressure the SLORC to 
take appropriate mea- 
sures in the name of the 45 
million.” he said. 

There has been interna- 
tional outcry at the latest 
SLORC dampdown. Bri- 
tain, Canada and Japan 
Monday joined the U.S. 
and other countries in 
calling for the immediate 
release or the detainees 
and the resumption of 
normal party activities. 


Dad commits 
suicide after son 
accused of bullying 

TOKYO (Reuter) — Adis- ( 
traught father killed him- 
self after his son was 
accused of taking -part in 
the bullying of a classmate 
who committed suicide, 
Japanese police said 
Tuesday. The 45-year-old 
office worker had become 
increasingly depressed as 
details of the bullying came 
to light, local media reports 
said. He was found uncon- 
scious in foe back yard of 
his home in the town of 
Chiran in the southern 
Japan prefecture of Kago- 
shima after swallowing fer- 
tiliser. He died in hospital. 
Police questioned foe man 
lasr month in relation to foe 
suicide of a 14-year-old 
boy who hanged himself on 
Sept. 18 and left a note 
pointing to the son as one 
of eight classmates who 
bullied him. “At the time of £ 
the questioning, the father 
didn’t appear as if he was 
going to commit sui- 
cide-.He was acting nor- 
mally.” the spokesman told 
Reuters. “We were still in 
foe middle of investigating 
foe boy's death... We really 
are sorry for the man and 
hope his soul rests in 
peace.” the spokesman 
said. The spokesman re- 
fused to speculate on the 
reason -for foe man's sui- 
cide. saying investigations 
were still under way. 
Kyodo News Agency quot- 
ed foe headmaster of the 
boys’ school as saying: “I 
have heard the father was 
agonising over foe bullying 
case.” Kyodo quoted foe 
dead boy's parents as say- 
ing the father visited them ■ 
frequently after their son’s * 
funeral to apologise. Ac- 
cording to an annual survey 
conducted by the Educa- 
tion Ministry, five children 
in Japan killed themselves 
as a result of school bully- 
ing last year. In the previ- 
ous three years there were 
no reports of such deaths. 

- foe ministry said. » • . 

' Mother gets 6 
years’ jail for child 
abuse 

SINGAPORE (AFP) — A 
Singapore court has hand- 
ed down a six-year prison 
term to a pregnant woman 
who abused her five-year- 
old daughter so badly for 
being a slow eater that she & 
became mentally retarded. 
“Offenders who assault de- 
fenceless children will not 
get any sympathy from foe 
courts." Judge Syed Alwee, 
who sentenced 29-year-old 
Cindy Chandra, said in re- 
marks published by foe 
Sunday Tunes. Ms. Chan- 
dra. a housewife who is 
eight weeks pregnant with 
her third child, was given 
four years’ jail for throwing 
her daughter Winny Ho 
onto the floor and two 
years for burning her with a 
hair dryer. The judge sen- 
tenced her to an additional 
year for violently shaking 
foe child, who is now in the 
care of foster parents ap- 
pointed by the Ministry of 
Community Development, 
the Sunday Tunes said. The 
last sentence will run con- 
currently with foe first two. 
Three other charges of hur- 
ting foe child, who report- ^ 
edly became mentally re- ® 
tarded because of foe 
abuse, were taken into con- 
sideration. “The facts of 
this case disclose a serious 
case of child abuse," said 
foe judge, who found that 
the mother's repeated 
abuse of her daughter ag- 
gravated her crimes and 
outweighed any mitigating 
circumstances. 

Woman pregnant 
with 8 babies 
loses 3 

LONDON (AFP) — A 
British woman who reject- 
ed medical advice to abort 
some of the eight foetuses 
she was carrying, Monday 
lost three of her babies and 
foe future for the other five 
looked “bleak.” her doctors^ 
said. Mandy Allwood, 32, ' 
had been warned by spe- 
cialists that she faced a- 
major risk of premature 
deliveries or miscarriage 
after deciding to'go ahead 
with all eight babies. 
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Dutch queen soaks 
up culture on 
South African visit 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, October 2 , 1996 


JOHANNESBURG (.AFP) 
— Queen Beatrix of the 
Netherlands and her family 
spent the second day of 
their state visit to South 
Africa Tuesday soaking up 
culture at ait galleries and 
theatres around Johannes- 
burg. 

Queen Beatrix, her hus- 
band Prince Claus and son 
Prince Willem Alexander, 
first toured an exhibition of 
17th-century Dutch paint- 
ings, which has been 
mounted at the Joh ann es- 
burg Art Gallery by the the 
Netherlands Embassy. 

The 58-year-old queen, 
dressed in a bright yellow 
two-piece suit and match- 
ing hat, spent the rest of the 
morning at the Newtown 
Cultural Precinct — a mas- 
sive arts complex that is 
being developed on an old 
industrial site in downtown 
Johannesburg. 

Queen Beatrix appeared 
undaunted by the early 
summer heat as she and her 
entourage walked the 
length of the complex visit- 
ing theatres, a print shop 
and a museum housing a 
reconstructed mine workers 
hostel. 

The queen was presented 
with a collection of etch- 
ings by South African ar- 
tists at the Newtown Artists 
Proof Studio and the royals 
were the guests of honour at 
a 30-minute dance recital 
by a local troupe that is 
funded by the Dutch gov- 
ernment 

The Dutch government 
has given 12 million rand 
($2.64 million) to the devel- 
opment of performing and 
visual arts in South Africa 
in 1996 and 1996 and this 
funding is likely to 
increase, according to the 
Netherlands Embassy. 

Queen Beatrix, the first 
Dutch head of stale to visit 
South Africa, arrived for a 


four-day state visit Monday. 

She is scheduled to host 
President Nelson Mandela 
Wednesday at a reception 
at the state theatre in 
Pretoria some 70 kilometres 
north of here. 

Queen Beatrix and 
President Mandela Monday 
witnessed the signing in 
Pretoria of a key agreement 
aimed at enhancing cen- 
turies of strong language 
and cultural ties between 
South Africa and the Ne- 
therlands. 

The treaty commits the 
two countries to coopera- 
tion in education, science, 
arts, culture, health, welfare 
and sport 

South Africa, whose first 
European colonisers were 
the Dutch in 1652, retains 
strong cultural ties with the 
Netherlands and it retains 
Afrikaans — a derivative of 
Dutch, Flemish, Malay and 
local dialects — as one of 
11 official languages. 

Holland opposed South 
Africa’s apartheid govern- 
ment, with Dutch nationals 
holding numerous protests 
during the era against the 
white-minority govern- 
ment. 

On Wednesday, the queen 
will visit officials of the 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, which is 
probing apartheid-era abus- 
es, as well as leaders of the 
South African Council of 
Churches. 

The queen and her en- 
tourage of 29 business lead- 
en will travel Thursday to 
Cape Town, visiting parlia- 
ment and Stellenbosch Uni- 
versity, and meeting with 
political leaders, before 
hosting a reception for the ' 
local Dutch community. 

Queen Beatrix will spend 
three days on an unofficial 
tour in South Africa before 
the delegation returns to the 
Netherlands Sunday. 


Sri Lanka rebels shell fallen 
town, escalate bush war 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas Tues- 
day fired a barrage of mor- 
tar bombs at a former bas- 
tion now held by Sri Lan- 
kan security forces and 
stepped up hit-and-run re- 
venge attacks, the Defence 
Ministry said. 

The rebel Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) pounded the north- 
ern town of Kilinochchi, 
the last town that was under 
their control, with long- 
range attacks but there were 
no casualties, the ministry 
said. 

It said thousands of sol- 
diers continued to clear 
mines left behind by die 
Tigers who were dislodged 
from the town Sunday, after 
a week-long battle that 
claimed the Lives of 269 
soldiers and 760 rebels by 
official count. 

In a clear retaliatory at- 
tack, the Tigers ambushed 
an army patrol in the north- 
ern peninsula of Jaffna 
Monday, killing five troop- 
ers and wounding two civil- 
ian bystanders, officials 
said. 

They said the body of a 
Tiger attacker killed in the 
army's counter attack was 
also found in the area dur- 
ing a major search carried 
out by the security forces. 

Within hours, the Tigers 
struck again in the same 
region, this time against a 
convoy of three buses tak- 
ing constables to strengthen 
defences at Kilinochchi. 

Four policemen were 
killed and 37 were wound- 
ed in the attack. “One of the 
buses took the full impact 
of the Claymore mine ex- 
plosion,” a ministry spokes- 
man said. 

“We can expect many 
more attacks like this,” the 
spokesman said. "The Ti- 
gers are now desperate and 
are Dying to hit us in popu- 
lated areas to draw fire 
towards civilians. 

The spokesman said that 
the army raided a suspected 
Tiger safe house in Jaffna 
Monday and killed four 
rebels and recovered four 
automatic weapons, two 
radio sets, ammunition and 
several maps from the vic- 
tims. 


The upsurge in violence 
came as the Tigers were 
forced to withdraw to the 
jungles in the island's 
north-east with no major 
town under their control. 

Defence analysts said the 
military success in taking 
Kilinochchi, the town 
where the Tigers located 
their political headquarters 
after losing the Tamil capi- 
tal of Jaffna in December, 
was fraught with serious 
dangers. 

The government will be 
forced to commit between 
15,000 to 20,000 troops to 
hold Kilinochchi and that 
would leave several other 
areas of the island’s east as 
well as Jaffna more vulner- 
able. 

Several majority Sinha- 
lese and minority Muslim 
villages which have been 
favourite targets of Tamil 
Tiger attacks may come 
under renewed pressure 
after the Tigers were driven 
out of Kilinochchi, officials 
said. 

Tension between the Ta- 
mils and Muslims was al- 
ready building in the is- 
land's east after inter-com- 
munal clashes that claimed 
13 lives over the weekend, 
officials said. 

Tigers have been accused 
of killing thousands of Sin- 
halese and Muslims living 
in the north-eastern regions, 
where the Tamil rebels 
claim as their traditional 
homeland, in foe past 13 
years. 

The need to provide static 
guard duties at village will 
bring more pressure on the 
army which is already fac- 
ing an acute shortage of 
manpower and recent 
recruit drives have met with 
disappointing results. 

More than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the pro- 
tracted fighting in the past 
23 years and military funer- 
als in rural areas have 
become a common sight 
with the war affecting virtu- 
ally all sections of society. 

The economic costs of the 
fighting is also mounting 
pressure on living costs and 
the government raised the 
price of fuel over the week- 
end by as much as 30 per 
cent. 



Labour leader Tony Blair acknowledges the applause of 
delegates before the start of the first day of the Labour 
Party Conference Monday (Reuter photo) 

Blair to single out 
education as top priority 

BLACKPOOL, England (AFP) — Opposition leader Tony 
Blair, seeking a lock on the mainstream voters he needs to 
win spring general elections, prepared Tuesday to single 
out educational reform as the top priority of a Labour gov- 
ermeot 

In a keynote speech here to the party’s critical last con- 
ference before foe elections, Mr. Blair was to target the 
transformation of Britain into “a skills superpower” 
through revolution in education, his aides said. 

Arguing that Britain is falling behind global rivals, Mr. 
Blair would promise, they said, to “unleash tire potential of 
all foe British people'’ by setting three priorities — “edu- 
cation. education and education.” 

“Our task is not to stop people being successful but to 
help them and their families do better,” the Daily Express 
quoted Mr. Blair as saying Monday nighL 

“That is foe true radical mission of foe Labour Party, new 
and old, not to hold people back but to help them get on.” 

Education has been a sensitive issue for Mr. Blair, who, 
along with Labour’s social security spokeswoman Harriet 
Harman, have been bitterly criticised for sending their chil- 
dren to exclusive state secondary schools not available to 
those of lesser means. . 

Mr. Blair was also expected to put foe European Union at 
foe centre of his general election campaign and to pledge a 
Labour government to a deadline of mid- 1998 for the com- 
pletion of foe European Union’s single marker. 

Still trying to reinforce his claim to speak for Britain’s 
“radical center,” Mr. Blair got support Tuesday from a new 
opinion poll indicating his leadership was a crucial factor 
in the party's enoimous popularity. 

Labour leads foe Conservatives by a solid 27 points in all 
polls, and the Telegraph's Gallup survey showed the elo- 
quent 43 -year-old barrister who succeeded the late John 
Smith at foe party’s helm two years ago was foe principal 
reason. 

Labour, thirsting for power after 17 years in the opposi- 
tion backwaters, already promised (his week to legislate 
tax relief for the working poor and to tax windfall profits 
of utilities privatised by foe Conservatives. 

Although leading the Tories in the polls, Mr. Blair under- 
stands that Labour still needs to establish a solid appeal to 
a broad spectrum of the electorate, from unemployment 
lines to corporate board rooms. 

Despite revolutionary left-to-centre changes Mr. Blair 
has engineered in two years, the party is still trying to 
shake free of its clinging socialist roots and image as foe 
political wing of the trade unions that created it as their 
mouthpiece a century ago. 

On Monday, shadow chancellor Gordon Brown promised 
to use a tax on utilities’ windfall profits for jobs pro- 
grammes, saying: “It is right foat we employ the unfair 
profits ... to pay for a fair deal for the unemployed.” 

A Labour government, he said, would also lower bottom- 
end tax rates to give the working poor a break, and reiter- 
ated Labour’s cadi for a national minimum wage, although, 
like Mr. Blair, he avoided specifying a figure. 

Criticising the Conservatives’ promise to abolish capital 
gains and inheritance taxes, Mr. Brown said, “my tax-cut- 
ting ambition is to lower foe starting rate of tax ... to help 
everyone.” 


Patten to pull no punches 
in final H. Kong address 


HONG KONG (R) — He 
may have only 273 days left 
in office but the 2Sth and 
last British governor of 
Hong Kong clearly has no 
intention of seeing them out 
quietly. 

When Chris Patten steps 
up to foe podium Wednes- 
day to deliver his fifth 
“state of foe colony” add- 
ress, foe last ever by a Bri- 
tish governor in foe territo- 
ry, he will, aides promise, 
deliver a hard-hitting 
speech demonstrating he is 
no lame duck. 

“It wifi be personal in 
tone and strongly political,” 
a source close to govern- 
ment house said. “It will be 
both valedictory and vision- 
ary in nature.” 

Mr. Patten, a former Bri- 
tish cabinet minis ter who 
provoked Chinese fury by 
spearheading democratic 
reforms and more open 
government in foe twilight 
of British rule, is unlikely 
to be content merely to sum 
up his often controversial 

four-and-a-half-year stew- 
ardship of Hong Kong. 

He intends to unveil new 
initiatives shouting foe Bri- 
tish intend to govern right 
up to the stroke of midnight 
on June 30, 1997, when a 


century and a half of colo- 
nial rule ends. 

Mr. Patten’s address to 
Hong Kong’s legislative 
council will be televised 
live. 

"The governor is to argue 
foat he would be doing a 
disservice for Hong Kong if 
the government stopped 
making decisions,” said the 
English-language South 
China Morning Post Tues- 
day. 

The paper reported that 
Mr. Patten would announce 
“hundreds of new initia- 
tives” in his 90-minute add- 
ress* mainly concerning 
welfare, foe environment 
and the economy. 

The leaks have already 
caused some dismay, par- 
ticularly in business and 
pro-Beijing circles, which 
have long advocated a poli- 
cy of minimal change dur- 
ing foe countdown, 

Tn looking to the fixture, 
we would like to urge 
restraint, with little in foe 
way of new initiatives 
which might prove difficult 
for the new (Post- 1997) 
chief executive and govern- 
ment to implement,” the 
Hong Kong General Cham- 
ber of Commerce said. 


Kim: Seoul to review all policies 
on North in wake of sub incident 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam said Tuesday 
that he would review all his 
government's policies on 
North Korea in foe wake of 
a submarine intrusion into 
the South last month. 

“1 intend to review all 
government policies on 
North Korea, putting the 
emphasis on ways to effec- 
tively counter North Ko- 
rea’s strategy for commu- 
nising the South by force,” 
Mr. Kim said in a hardline 
speech on Armed Forces 
Day. 

“As president of foe re- 
public ... I feel acutely once 
again that we have to cope 
with foe situation more 
firmly and realistically until 
North Korea gives up its 
illusions for good,” he said. 

Saying that impoverished 
Pyongyang was still “pour- 
ing enormous amounts into 
military expenditure” to 
maintain its 1.1 million- 
strong armed forces, Mr. 
Kim said South Korea's 
food aid for foe North 
would be reviewed 


"Unless North Korea fun- 
damentally changes its atti- 
tude, we wifi reconsider all 
assistance to it, including 
charity, if it is not (be result 
of negotiations,” he said. 

Mr. Kim, a former dissi- 
dent, warned he would 
crack down on “unrealistic 
and illusory discussions 
about unification and pro- 
Communist ways of think- 
ing,” which he said could 
encourage the North to mis- 
calculate. 

Seoul would also, he said, 
exert its efforts through the 
United Nations Security 
Council “to discuss effec- 
tive measures to prevent 
North Korea from undertak- 
ing further provocations.” 

However, Mr. Kim did not 
mention any change in 
Seoul's six-month -old offer 
to enter into four-party talks 
with Pyongyang to seek a 
lasting peace on the penin- 
sula divided by an uneasy 
truce since foe end of the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

Nor did he broach foe sub- 
ject of Seoul’s extensive 
involvement in a multibil- 


lion-dollar project to build 
nuclear power reactors for 
North Korea under a 1994 
deal in which Pyongyang 
froze its nuclear weapons 
programme. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Gong Ro-Myung 
last week assured the U.N. 
General Assembly the peace 
offer, put forward by Mr. 
Kim and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton in April, still stood. 

Mr. Gong also said foe 
incursion of foe sub would 
not affect South Korea's 
cooperation with foe Ko- 
rean Peninsula Energy De- 
velopment Organisation 
(KEDO), the U.S.-led group 
responsible for building foe 
reactors for foe North. 

But Mr. Kim, whose gov- 
ernment in 1994 relaxed 
rules governing South Ko- 
rean business investments 
in foe Communist North, 
and last year shipped 
150,000 tonnes of rice free 
to Pyongyang, made it clear 
he felt foe South was being 
taken for a ride. 

“North Korea is repaying 
foe ROK’s(RepubIic of Ko- 


rea) support for the North 
Korean people ... with mili- 
tary provocations," he said. 

North Korean calls for the 
return of foe Shark-class 
submarine which ran ag- 
round some 100 kilometres 
south of foe demititised 
zone on SepL 18, were 
"absurd,” he said. 

Pyongyang remained si- 
lent on foe incident for five 
days before calling for the 
immediate return of the sub 
and its 26 crew, and charg- 
ing that the South should 
have helped them rather 
than tracked them down. 

In foe hunt for foe crew, 
only one North Koreans has 
been captured and three are 
still at large. The sole pris- 
oner has identified some of 
foe crew as elite comman- 
dos. 

Of foe 22 North Koreans 
to have died, 1 1 were appar- 
ently executed by their col- 
leagues. Five South Korean 
soldiers have been killed, 
and a civilian died when 
caught in crossfire. 


Cuba likens 
U.S. To 
King Kong 
escaped from 
its cage 

UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— Cuba, which has very 
tense relations with d xe 
United States, Monday 
compared U.S. foreign po- 
licy to a King Kong escap- 
ing from its cage, destroy- 
ing at will, particularly 
during an election cam- 
paign. 

Foreign Minister Rober- 
to Robaina Gonzalez told 
foe U.N. General Assemb- 
ly, foat a number of U.S. 
moves in the last few 
months — new legislation 
against Cuba, missiles 
fired against Iraq — 
appeared to have paralysed 
foreign governments. 

He said it was “unbeliev- 
able” foreign ministries 
postponed decisions, such 
as a coherent policy on 
Iraq in the U.N. Security 
Council, until after foe 
Nov. 5 U.S. presidential 
elections. 

“Fortunately these super- 
elections are only held 
every four years because if 
they took place yearly it 
would be madness to live 
on this planet,” he said. 

He said no one could dis- 
regard the great influence 
of the United States. But it 
would be a mistake to be 
indifferent to “the currents 
of thought within that 
country that conceives the 
possibility of governing 
the rest of foe world. 

“We are facing a King 
Kong escaped from its 
cage, destroying and sma- 
shing without orientation 
and control.” 

As expected Mr. Robaina 
directed much of his anger 
towards trade legislation 
against Cuba. 

Washington stepped up 
its 35-year-old blockade of 
Cuba in March with the 
Helms-Bunon Act, which 
seeks to isolate the Com- 
munist-ruled island by cur- 
bing foreign investment 
Other nations are also pro- 
testing trade curbs against 
Libya and Iran for alleged 
involvement in terrorism. 

Mr. Robaina said Helms- 
Burton “Was conceived as 
an additional effort to 
compel our people to sur- 
render through hunger and 
poverty." 

But he vowed foe gov- 
ernment of President Fidel 
Castro “Is not and will not 
be ready to sacrifice the 
independence, foe sover- 
eignty and foe self-deter- 
mination that it has 
achieved and defended at 
such a dear price.” 

He also said that the 
United States, in putting 
trade curbs on countries in 
its war against terrorism, 
forgot that it was foe main 
promotor of the ditty wars 
in Nicaragua, El Salvador, 
Angola and South Africa 
by supporting the “most 
bloody regimes that have 
ever existed in the world.” 


S. Koreans react angrily to Japan ’s 
LDP stand on disputed islands 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean ruling and opposi- 
tion MPs Tuesday lambast- 
ed Japan's Liberal Democ- 
ratic Party (LDP) for inclu- 
ding Tokyo’s claim to the 
disputed Tokdo-Takeshima 
Islets in its election plat- 
form. 

“We will not tolerate any 
destruction of foe order in 
East Asia by Japan,” the rul- 
ing New Korea Party 
(NKP) said in a statement 
referring to the LDP's 
pledge to uphold Tokyo’s 
claim to the group of Rocky 
Islets in foe Sea of Japan. 

The NKP statement ac- 
cused Tokyo of “seeking to 
disrupt foe foundations of 
the post-war international 
order in the region.” an 
“imperialist aggressor” in 
foe past, Japan has enjoyed 
a free ride in the provision 
of post-war security mea- 
sures, which enabled it to 
successfully pursue its own 
interests and to prosper, the 
statement said. 

“We will not condone the 
brazen act by foe richest 
country in Asia of destroy- 
ing the order in the region,” 
it said. 

During a parliamentary 
inspection of foe Foreign 
Ministry here, both ruling 
and opposition lawmakers 
urged foe government to get 


tough with Tokyo over the 
issue. 

“It is an ominous develop- 
ment foat a Japanese party 
has included Tokyo’s claim 
to Toledo in its election 
pledge,” said legislator Lee 
Man-Sup of foe NKP. 

Chung Hee-Kyong of foe 
main opposition National 
Congress for New Politics 
chastised the Seoul govern- 
ment for what she called an 
incoherent stance toward 
Tokyo over foe issue. 

She accused foe South 
Korean government of hav- 
ing inflamed Koreans over 
foe territorial dispute to 
attract more voces in’ die 
April National Assembly 
elections rather than trying 
to calm emotions. 

“Bur when the goverment 
had a chance to raise foe 
issue at the meeting (bet- 
ween President Kim Young- 
Sam and Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryu taro Hashi- 
moto), it surprisingly kept 
silent,” she said. 

The criticism was made 
despite an angry Foreign 
Ministry comment issued 
late Friday. 

“The government will at 
no time tolerate Japan's 
claim to Tokdo,'’ a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said, 
calling the election pledge 
“irresponsible.” 


The conflicting claims to 
foe Tokdo-Takeshima dis- 
pute — currently overshad- 
owed by foe bitter row with 
China over the Diaoyu- 
Senkaku Islands — has 
threatened»sensitive bilater- 
al relations between Seoul 
tmd Tokyo. 

Adding fuel to the fire for 
South Korea, occupied and 
ruled harshly by Japan from 
1910 to 1945, are reports 
that the LDP plans this year 
to promote official tributes 
to foe Yasukuni Shrine, a 
monument; to Japan’s war 
dead. 

“We cannot accept these 
moves which run counter to 
the friendly atmosphere 
existing between foe two 
countries as well as to bilat- 
eral efforts to promote fu- 
ture-oriented cooperative 
relations,” the spokesman 
told AFP. 

The flare-up of foe dis- 
pute over the islands, 
known as Tokdo in Korean 
and Takeshima to Japanese, 
brought demonstrators daily 
to foe gares of the Japanese 
Embassy in Seoul. 

In Tokyo Monday a 
spokesman for foe LDP, 
which faces election on Ocl 
20, said it would stick to its 
stand, but explain it to 
South Korea. 


Armenian leader vows no 
witchhunt after post-poll violence 


YEREVAN (Agencies) — Armenian Pre- 
sident Levon Ter-Petrossian said there 
would be no witchhunt to track down peo- 
ple who took part in last week’s post-elec- 
tion violence but vowed troublemakers 
would have to answer for their deeds in 
court. 

The violence was “nor a national tragedy” 
but only a “sad misunderstanding in Ar- 
menia’s history,” he said late Monday in a 
bid to downplay events. 

“The actions of a few groups of extrem- 
ists cast a shadow on the ballot and gave a 
sharp blow to the morale of foe country and 
the people* but this should not be seen as a 
national tragedy,” he said. 

Trouble started when supporters of Mr. 
Ter-Petrossian’s nationalist rival in the 
Sept. 22 vote, Vazgen Manukyan, burst into 
parliament last Wednesday, attacking foe 
speaker, then clashed with police who fired 
into the air and used water cannons to dis- 
perse them. 

Mr. Ter-Petrossian responded by ordering 
troops and armoured vehicles into the 
streets of the capital — many of which are 
still in place — to quell the anti-govern- 
ment protests by thousands of opponents 
who contested his reelection and accused 
him of falsifying results. 

At least eight members of the nationalist 
opposition have been arrested so far, five of 
them deputies whose parliamentary immu- 
nity was stripped by the legislature after 
they were accused of taking part in the vio- 
lence, the prosecutor's office said Monday. 

Mr. Manukyan’s whereabouts remain 
unknown and many of his followers have 
gone underground, fearing government 
repression. 

Official results show that Mr. Ter- 
Petrossian won with 51.75 per cent of foe 
vote, though Mr. Manukyan won a dear 
victoiy over foe incumbent in foe capital. 

Diplomats and opposition politicians say 
that up to 250 people have been detained 
since foe unrest, some of whom had nothing 
to do with the protest Others have gone 
into biding. 


The Armenian Interior Ministry could not 
comment and Chief Prosecutor Suren 
Gyosalyan said he knew nothing about 
large-scale arrests, “we’ve only given nine 
arrest orders,” he said. “I do not know who 
has been arrested.” 

Mr. Ter-Petrosyan has called a violent 
demonstration by thousands of unarmed 
Manukyan supporters in which some of 
them stormed the parliament building and 
beat up foe body’s speaker as a “fascist” 
coup by “mentally ill people.” 

“We are talking about a very substantial 
number of people who have been pnt in 
prison,” said one Western diplomat. “We 
are extremely concerned about this and will 
be asking foe government for an explana- 
tion.” 

Many diplomats said it appeared that the 
government had let foe protest get out of 
control to be able to clamp down and avoid 
opposition calls for a recount. 

At least two opposition parties, including 
Mr. Manukyan’s National Democratic 
Union (NDU) and the smaller National 
Self-Determination Union (NDSU) have 
been closed down and their .offices are now 
guarded by government security forces. 

A Reuter reporter watched an attack on 
foe NDSU headquarters last Thursday 
where armed men severely beat about 10 
people in the building before dragging them 
into a police van. 

Parliamentary Deputy Aramzad Zakan- 
yan, a former NDSU member, said from a 
hospital bed that he had been beaten and 
had spent two days in detention. 

“I passed by foe NDSU headquarters on 
foe way, where there were a bunch of armed 
men standing. Soon after I went inside foe 
building...a group of men confronted me 
and began beating me from all sides with 
clubs or their fists,” he said. 

Mr. Zakanyan, who has fractured skull, a 
broken rib and facial lacerations, said he 
was beaten again at a police holding centre. 
He was released after two days and rela- 
tives brought him to the hospital. 
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Where hope lies in summit 

THE WASHINGTON summit yesterday missed the 
contribution of not just one Important player in 
Middle East politics, namely President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt, but two players, the second being 
the European Union (EU). While we do understand 
the reasons behind Mr. Mubarak's decision to decline 
President Clinton's invitation to participate in the 
summit, and understand even better the wish of the 
host country to limit the number of participants, we 
see no good cause behind excluding Europe from such 
gatherings, including Russia, the co-sponsor of the 
Madrid peace formula. 

It is not only because Europe shoulders the Son’s 
share of aid to the Palestinians that It should be invit- 
ed to such summits but also in recognition of its even- 
handed approach to the entire peace process in the 
region. The EU supported the balanced and construc- 
tive UJV. Security Council resolution that was adopt- 
ed a few days ago on the recent violent clashes 
between the Israelis and Palestinians. The three major 
EU powers — France, Britain and Germany — also 
made an unprecedented joint appeal to Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat last week to resume immediately top- 
level peace talks, pledging whatever backing they 
could extend to achieve this objective. 

That position put the Europeans at variance with the 
Americans who had abstained on the resolntion which 
called, inter alia, for the reversal of all actions includ- 
ing the controversial opening of the tunnel that led to 
the new cycle of violence in Palestine. That stance 
should not, however, make the European contribution 
any less important in pushing forward the peace effort 
Keeping the EU away from the summit might have 
thus deprived the forum from an equitable presenta- 
tion of the issues that have contributed to the break- 
down in the Israeli-Palestiiuan peace negotiations. 

The absence of both President Mubarak and the 
international community, as most strongly would have 
been represented by the Europeans, would have left 
His Majesty King Hussein with the unenviable task of 
fending for die Palestinians, making sure that the sov-" • 
ereignty gap in Jerusalem is not filled solely by the 
Israelis and working with all the parties to put the" 
peace effort back on track. Mr. Clinton wiD have of 
course taken the lead in attempting to bridge the huge 
divide between the Israeli and the Palestinian leaders' 
positions in order to achieve the third goaL But the 
American president's bands would have been largely 
tied in working on the first two fronts, this being an 
election year, and in light of what power the Ukud sap- 
porters in Washington have unleashed in defence of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s policies in the days preceding the 
summit. 

Needless to say that Mr. Arafat did well to stop over 
in Cairo to see Mr. Mubarak and in Luxembourg for a 
meeting with the troika of EU foreign ministers com- 
prising past, present and the next rotating presidents 
— Italy, Ireland and the Netherlands — before he 
arrived in Washington- For their part, the Egyptian 
president and the EU did equally well by giving him 
the support he needed for his talks with the Israeli 
leader. 

In the final analysis, though, it win have been the 
strength of the joint Jordanian-Palestinian position, 
and the good offices of the U.S. president, that will have 
been the determining factor in the outcome of the 
Washington summit. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE RECENT events in the occupied Palestinian lands 
and in Jerusalem proved that Israeli Premier Benyamin 
Netanyahu's slogan of security in exchange of peace is 
impractical and can never survive, said a writer for AI 
Ra’i. Munes Razzaz said the recent events proved that 
the Palestinians and the Israelis cannot coexist as long 
as the Arab rights are usurped and Arab lands are occu- 
pied. The Israeli measures, he added, are most likely to 
encourage Hamas and the Islamic jihad to resume their 
suicidal attacks on Israeli positions and so further esca- 
late the confrontations between the two sides and com- 
pletely exposing Mr. Netanyahu’s policies to mockery, 
added the writer. Mr. Netanyahu's arrogance, backed by 
the United States, is driving the Arabs, in general, and 
the Palestinians, in particular, towards despair and such 
a situation could motivate any violent response on the 
part of the Arabs against the Jewish state, warned the 
writer He said that the escalating violence is bound to 
lead towards the complete ruining of peace in the 
Middle East and the Arab and Palestinian people’s 
humiliation could drive them to commit any action in 
order to change the present situation. 

COMMENTING ON the Israeli Arab summit in 
Washington, a writer for A! Dustour said that the meet- 
ing indirectly proves that the Palestinian sacrifices have 
moved the world into meeting and discussing the end of 
the violence and the sufferings. Saleh Qoilab said that 
by their steadfastness and their detenni nation to wrest 
their rights and regain their usurped lands, and also by 
protecting their holy shrines which face desecration by 
Israel, the Palestinians have gained the sympathy of the 
whole world. Praising the Palestine National Authority 
for its firm stand in the face of Israel’s measures, the 
writer said that despite the tragedies they are going 
through, the Palestinians are holding tight to their rights 
and are expected to demand at the Washington meeting 
that the Israelis declare a clear timetable for withdraw- 
ing from the occupied Arab territories, in implementa- 
tion of the Oslo accords. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 




The explosion in Palestine can be 



common 


AS RECENT tragic events 
make it clear, the policies 
pursued by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu during his first 
100 days in office create 
the risk of shattering what 
was left of a fragile and 
fractured peace process. 

The explosion that 
rocked Palestine last week 
was tragically destined to 
occur. Long-term, 70 per 
cent unemployment, con- 
tinued land confiscation 
and road and settlement 

building. hu miliating 

restrictions on movement 
and commerce, denial of 
rights and Israeli refusal to 
implement even basic pro- 
visions of the Oslo accords 
— all these combined to 
provide the tinderbox. The 
latest Israeli provocation in 
Jerusalem provided the 
spark. 

Whether by design or 
not, Netanyahu's provoca- 
tions have resurrected the 
“old Middle East,” albeit in 
a potentially more danger- 
ous form. 

It was the hope of peace 
makers that the process 
would be contagious. 
Peace between Israel and 
the Palestinians, it was 
assumed, would speed up 
and give birth to a “new 
Middle East" This was the 
hope, for example, of the 
Casablanca and Amm an 
economic summits. 

But building peace was 
like constructing a build- 
ing. In this case the build- 
ing was an inverted pyra- 
mid — an inherently 
unstable structure — with 
its base resting in the sands 
of Gaza and the rocky hills 
of the West Bank. The 
other “tracks” of the peace 
process and the prospects 
for regional cooperation 
and development were the 
second and third stories. 

If .the foundation col- 
lapsed. the entire edifice 
, would collapse on top of it. 


What we are seeing in 
Netanyahu's actions in his 
first 100 days is not only a 
set of policies designed to 
chip away at an unfinished 
and precarious foundation, 
but insidious fissures that 
threaten the entire struc- 
ture. 

Not only have the 
Palestinians exploded, but 
the broader Arab World 
has erupted in anger as 
well. If Netanyahu hoped 
to maintain the benefits of 
the edifice of peace — the 
relationships with Egypt 
and Jordan, international 
acceptance and coopera- 
tion. and increased eco- 
nomic assistance — while 
destroying the foundation 
that made that all possible, 
he will, it appears, be frus- 
trated in his efforts. 

If official and unofficial 
Arab reaction has been 
indicative of anything over 
the past few weeks, it 
made clear that peace with 
the Palestinians is the sine 
qua non for a broader 
Middle East peace. If 
peace could be contagious, 
so could its absence. 

When Netanyahu was 
elected. Arabs were told to 
“wait and see.” “He 
might,” it was said, “turn 
out to be Nixon going to 
China.” Having waited 100 
days, the Arabs have seen 
instead an Israeli prime 
minister who seems to be 
modelling hims elf after 
Ronald Reagan, di sdainf ul 
of compromise and seek- 
ing instead a confrontation 
to “bring down the evil 
empire.” 

Netanyahu is. of course, 
no Reagan; and the Arab 
World is not the “evil 
empire.” Rather, the cur- 
rent prime minis ter of 
Israel is the inheritor of a 
peace process and series of 
agreements. He is not, as 
he believes, a major player 
who j can reshape the world. 
Rafter, he is a participant 


in a process the success of 
which is dependent upon 
the participation of all 
actors working together. 

But peace is not Israel's 
alone. It is not merely an 
Arab-Israeli peace process, 
but an international 
process in which many 
nations have an interest 
and a say. 

And so it is no surprise 
that the explosion in 
Palestine rocked European 
capitals and Washington 
politics as well. Politically, 
the Middle East peace 
process was one of the 
Clinton administration’s 
major goals and most high- 
ly touted foreign policy 
accomplishment On sev- 
eral occasions the presi- 
dent has noted how strong- 
ly invested the U.S. is in 
the completion of the 
Middle East peace process. 
Accepting the strategic 
view of the Bush-Baker 
t eam that engineered 
Madrid, the current admin- 
istration understands that 
the U.S. has a vital nation- 
al security interest in 
Middle East peace. At 
stake is the security and 
stability of U.S. allies and 
interests in the region. 

Though constrained by a 
long-term practice bora of 
domestic politics (espe- 
cially in a presidential 
year), the Clinton adminis- 
tration has repeatedly but 
privately warned 

Netanyahu to avoid provo- 
cations and creating flash- 
points. Additionally, it has 
also insisted that the new 
Israeli government honour 
commitments made by the 
prior government. And 
while agreeing to give the 
new government time to 
find its political course and 
resolve political differ- 
ences, the Clinton team has 
reaffirmed the U.S. com- 
mitment to a comprehen- 
sive peace. 

Faced now with a crisis 


America has a bossy habit 
of having things its own way 


By Jessica Mathews 

WASHINGTON — 

Congratulations, says the letter, 
your country has been certified 
by the United States as having 
acceptable sea turtle conserva- 
tion practices. You may con- 
tinue to sell shrimp in our mar- 
ket. 

“That’s good. I suppose,” 
shrugs the ambassador to 
whom the letter is addressed, 
adding with some bitterness: “l 
didn't even know we were 
being judged on sea turtles. 
Where does it end?” 

Not with fishing. As self- 
appointed global hall monitor, 
the United States unilaterally 
judges environmental prac- 
tices, human rights policies, 
ami-terrorism, the fairness of 
elections and the adequacy of 
anti-drug efforts — although 
its own elections are notewor- 
thy for minuscule turnout and 
massive special-access money, 
and its efforts to shrink the 
world’s largest pool^of drug 
users have been strikingly inef- 
fective. 

Washington pushes a widen- 
ing set of rules of international 
behaviour and simultaneously 
claims a growing number of 
exemptions. It has made it a 
common practice to lead nego- 
tiations to a U.S.-defined out- 
come and then reject the result 
— human rights treaties, the 
Law of the Sea treaty, perhaps 
the Chemical Weapons 
Convention. 

At the United Nations, the 
United States specifies finan- 
cial and management reforms 
as the price of its support and 
when they are adopted it moves 
the goalposts. U.S. non-pay- 
ment of dues violates a formal, 
legal obligation. 

America expects a prominent 
role even when it decides not to 
play, as at the International 
Court of Justice, which 

includes American jurists 
although the United States 
rejects the court's jurisdiction. 

Recently imposed secondary 
boycotts against Cuba. Tran and 


Libya are a practice 
Washington loudly condemned 
when it was used by the Arab 
states against Israel. The asser- 
tion of domestic legal jurisdic- 
tion outside U.S. borders infu- 
riates America's closest allies. 

Rather than debate, as we 
Americans have for years, how 
much multilateralism we can 
stand, the real question for U.S. 
foreign policy is how unilateral 
it can afford to be and still be 
effective and publicly support- 
ed. 

One superpower, it turns out, 
is harder to swallow than two, 
especially when it counts 
Hollywood, McDonald’s and 
CNN in its arsenal. 

For anyone outside the 
United States, says former 
Canadian Prime Minister Joe 
Clark, a self-described friend 
of the United States, "it’s pret- 
ty hard to persuade yourself 
that your destiny lies exclu- 
sively in your own hands. Not 
to put it too subtly, the stars 
and stripes are in your face — 
on your television, in your 
markets, on every question of 
foreign policy and many of 
domestic policy." - 

In your face or not. the world 
is lucky to have us. We have 
reason to expect special treat- 
ment Without us there would 
have been no response to the 
invasion of Kuwait no peace in 
Bosnia and no deal to halt 
North Korea's nuclear ambi- 
tions. 

Europeans would have lifted 
the sanctions against Iraq long 
before its chemical, biological 
and missile programmes were 
rooted out 

There would have been no 
bailout of the Mexican peso, and 
any number of non-proliferation, 
environmental and human rights 
standards would be a far cry from 
what they are today. Many fewer 
people would have tasted liberty. 

But Americans should not kid 
themselves that others do not 
notice when U.S. leadership is 
oddly incomplete. In the Gulf war 
and the North Korean deal, we 
spent other countries’ money- In 


the percentage of wealth or per 
capita income that goes for aid. 
America ranks last among industri- 
alised nations, and it is the only 
significant debtor at the World 
Bank We are both a smaller piece 
of the global economy and less 
willing to spend wbat we have. 

We are less willing to spend 
blood, too. As the margin of our 
military superiority grows, our 
willingness to accept risk has 
dropped. Wle shun any but U.S.- 
designed and U.S.-led peacekeep- 
ing. while our unpaid U-N. bills 
mean that poor countries which do 
commit troops go unreimbursed. 
Our military preeminence means 
less to others chan it used to 
because so few fed threatened. 

Our rising demands on others, in 
fact, are uncomfortably matched to 
a smaller pool of leadership assets. 
Those Americans who make for- 
eign policy have an undiminisbed 
— if not enlarged — sense of the 
need for the United States to decide 
everything from the conflict in 
Northern Ireland to die balance of 
power in Asia. This view is not 
shared by a public that overwhelm- 
ingly prefers international burden- 
sharing. 

We are in the habit of asserting a 
rhetorical imperative for U.S. lead- 
ership that we do not intend to pro 
vidt^ It leads us into trouble and 
encourages others to sit back and 
wait for us. 

What can only America do in the 
world? How mucb does it need 
others, and exactly what for? How 
much can it go its own way and 
still command support when it 

wants it from friends and allies? Is 
it too often, or too intrusively, the 
arbiter of global good conduct? Is 
its belief that only America can 
lead a self-fulfilling prophecy? 

We do not so much need a new 
single idea to replace containment 
of communism as we do a consen- 
sus on a workable unilateralism 
tolerable to others and understood, 
supported and adequately funded 
by Americans. 

The writer is a senior fellow ai the 
Council on Foreign Relations. This 
article is reprinted from The 
Washington Post. 


just four weeks before a 
critical national election. 

the administration 

responded by restating 
those principles. 

From recent discussions 
with administration offi- 
cials, it is clear that they 
grasp the urgency of the 
current crisis. 

If there is any serious 
fault to be found in the 
administration’s response, 
it has been the oblique 
nature of its public posi- 
tion. Even here, it is clear 
that the Israeli press has 
deciphered the codes and 
correctly read that the 
administration holds 
Netanyahu responsible . for 
the provocation and dis- 
ruption of the peace 
process. But Arab critics 
are right to note that in fail- 
ing to clearly assess blame, 
the administration appears 
to give Netanyahu unde- 
served breathing space and 
fails to give Palestinians a 
clear enough sense of hope 
that the U.S. is committed 
to tbeir rights. 

Presently, the administra- 
tion is insisting that the 
Israelis make a “dramatic 
gesture” to restore 
Palestinian confidence in 
the process. But serious 
questions remain as to 
whether or not private 
diplomacy will work with 
a Likud government In the 
past only public diploma- 
cy forced Israeli govern- 
ments to move and only 
public pressure gave 
Arabs confidence that the 
U.S. is committed to a bal- 
anced and fair peace 
process. A more assertive 
U.S. role can be instru- 
mental in putting together 
the shattered peace 
process. 

But in this struggle to 
restart the peace process, 
the Arabs are not power- 
less. While the administra- 
tion assesses the current 
danger to the process, and - 


the potential damage to the 
entire region if this crisis 
escalates, it is imperative 
that the Arab World act. 
Arab leaders should reaf- 
firm their commitment to 
comprehensive peace and 
to their demand that peace 
be based on adherence to 
agreements reached and 
full Israeli reciprocity and 
accountability for its 
actions. 

Arab pressure on the 
U.S. and Israel could be 
helpful if positively and 
constructively applied. 
Given the dialectic interac- 
tion that binds the parties 
of the process to one 
another, the actions of each 
party directly affects the 
others. Just as Netanyahu’s 
provocation can cause dis- 
ruption in the broader 
region, Arab actions could 
counter such negative poli- 
cies. A clear message must 
be sent, for example, to the 
Israeli business communi- 
ty that the benefits of peace 
are dependent upon contin- 
ued progress on the path 
towards peace. 

Constructive and positive 
Arab pressure on Israel 
could be instrumental in 
provoking an internal 
Israeli debate regarding the 
actions of their govern- 
ment 

The explosion in 
Palestine is a tragedy born 
of anger and despair. In 
itself, it is no solution, but 
it may be a step on the road 
to finding a solution. If any 
lasting good can come 
from this new tragedy that 
has befallen the Palestinian 
people, it will be in a uni- 
fied Arab stand to change 
the negative dynamic with- 
in Israel and to press the 
U.S. to be more assertive 
in the preservation of its 
direct investment in secur- 
ing a just, comprehensive, 
and mutually beneficial 
peace. I 


LETTERS 


Murder in the family 


To the Editor: 

THE MURDER of Hanin and Hani, the two children 
killed by their father, has caused shock waves across 
Jordan. It has elicited many comments from the pub- 
lic at large, the most obvious of which was “how can 
a father be capable of killing his own children.” Is it 
impossible? What about the average annual rate of 
25 murders committed by fathers/brothers against 
daughters/sisters, which actually constitute 32 per 
cent of the annual average of murders, in the name of 
family honour? 

Another common reaction by people that one 
encounters is discussing most painful ways for pun- 
ishing the children's father. For example, there are 
those who are of the opinion that he should be pub- 
licly executed. Others think he should be given 
cyanide, exactly what he did to his children. Less 
gruesome, but not less forgiving, are those who 
believe that he should be allowed to live in order to 
suffer for the remainder of his life in prison. 

Then come the common lamentations in society at 
large that regard Hanin's and Hani's murder as the 
harbinger for the whole degeneration of the Arab 
family ( from its idealised form, of course). 

In this context, I would like to raise the issue of 
what kind of punishment should be meted out to 
fathers and brothers who committed murders against 
their own daughters and sisters in the name of “fam- 
ily honour”. Six months to periiaps 2 years in jail at 
the most? 

Is not the murder of young women for the sake of 
a ludicrous public reputation (honour) not as much 
of a saddening sign of family deterioration? 

I have been left wondering as to why public sym- 
pathy and distress has poured, and even tears shed, 
over this case while people remain passive at the 
occurrence of the so-called honour crimes. Is it per- 
haps because Hani and Hanin are innocent children 
compared to the allegedly not-so-innocent young 
women who are victims of honour crimes; is it per- 
haps because the crime occurred in some peaceful 
middle-class neighbourhood in West Amman; or is it 
perhaps because it is a dual murder in a family with 
no other children? 

It cannot possibly be any of the above because a 
murder is a murder regardless of the motivation, age. 
class or family size. 

I just hope that the next time a father/brother mur- 
ders a daughter/sister we will witness the same effi- 
ciency and professionalism by the police, the same 
extensive media coverage, and the same compassion 
and outcry from all Jordanians. 


Mary Kawar, 
Amman. 


Smoking t 

- 1 

can improve 
your budget 


By Ali Kassay 

It has always been said 
that the great tragedy of 
science is the destruction 
of a beautiful myth by an 
ugly fact. Many exam- 
ples of this exist, but 
none is more stark than 
the discovery, in the early 
to mid seventies, that 
smoking is bad for your 
health. Some scientists 
even went as far as assert- 
ing that every cigarette 
shortens one’s life span 
by five minutes. 

At the time when this 
last theory was first cir- 
culated. Basil Boothroyd 
lamented in . Punch 
Magazine that his genera- 
tion was raised with the 
song that eulogised 
‘Two. two cigarettes in 
the dark...” rather than the 
announcement of the hor- 
rible idea that the couple 
on the staircase are lop- 
ping off aggregates of 
five minutes from their 
actuarial expectancies. 

He has a point I 
myself was weaned on 
films where girls, wanti- 
ng to show a bloke to be a 
thorough nerd, said of 
him that he did not even 
smoke. At the same time, 
as a child, (well, as an 
adult too) I marvelled at 
the panache of Humphrey 
Bogart as he placed a cig- 
arette in the comer of his 
mouth so nonchalantly 
that it barely touched his 
lips, and knocked the bad 
guys out while he had a 
drag or two, then tossed 
his "smoke away to take 
Ingrid Bergman or 
Lauren Baccall in an 
embrace. 

Still, we live in a world 
where science rules 
supreme... Or do we? 
Looking at reactions to 
^ these findings, it is not 
'impossible • ' ' to argue, 
albeit facetiously, that 
they were guided by 
national stereotypes more 
than rational considera- 
tion of scientific data. 

Americans, in their 
missionary zeal for a 
cause to preach, took the 
matter to the extreme 
where a person, caught in 
possession of a lit ciga- 
rette in public- will "be 
treated with less toler- 
ance than a mad axman 
who slays six. The 
British followed the 
Americans and declared 
that they have thus 
showed the way to their 
“cousins in the colonies”. 
The French, in their inim- 
itable way, abandoned 
their own black tobacco 
in favour of the 
American-type Virginia 
tobacco. Jordanians, 
always keen to keep 
apace with the latest 
developments and trends 
in the world, formed a 
national committee to 
combat smoking. This 
worthy body probably 
was given a time alloca- 
tion on JTV on the occa- 
sion of the international 
day for something or 
other, during which 
everybody switches over 
to Israeli Television and 
denies categorically hav- 
ing done so the following 
day. But apart from that 
it has not made its pres- 
ence felt 

By contrast cigarette 
companies have multi- 
plied in Jordan, and their 
products are available at 
very cheap prices. Just as 
a suggestion, the treasury 
could earn quite a hand- 
some packet were it to 
subject these manifestly 
harmful products to a 
higher tax, which would 
reap the additional fruit 
of discouraging smoking. 

Still, while on dreams, 
mine as a devout smoker 
^nd an honest Jordanian 
is to gain membership of 
tiiis committee, so that I 
may be able to buy shares 
in one of the thriving cig- 
arette companies with my. . . 
conscience clear that I i 
also do my bit to combat 
smoking. 
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Washington — road to independence or just a truce? 


By Dr. Mahdi 
Abdul Hadi 

THE PALESTINIAN anger 
that exploded a few days 
ago was the “genie" about 
which Israeli Chief of 
Am non Shahak said: 
“putting the genie back into 
the bottle is not simple, but 
is now up to the political 
leadership" (The Jerusalem 
Post, Sept. 29, 19961. 

I was among the angry 
crowds who went to the 
streets of Jerusalem to 
protest the ongoing Israeli 
attempts to judaise the city, 
part of which was the 
announcement of the com- 
pletion of the excavation 
and the opening of the tun- 
nel from Omarriyeh school 
to A1 Burak (wailing) wall, 
passing by A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. In cities, towns 
and refugee camps through- 
out the West Bank and Gaza 
our masses stood up in fury, 
denouncing the Israeli mea- 
sures. 

In Jerusalem, we assem- 
bled few metres from the 
entrance to the Omariyyah- 
Burak tunnel, next to the 
Austrian Hospice/Hospital 
in the old city’s A1 Wad 
Street, to participate in a 
civilian march on SepL 26. 
Neither myself nor my col- 
leagues went to fight in a 
combat so we did not carry 
weapons or bullets. We did 
not go to give lectures so 
we did not hold papers or 
pencils. We are no tourists 
in our city, so we did not 
carry signs and cameras. 
We were part of the 
Jerusalemite Arab society 
which is strongly attached 
to its holy places and its 
symbol. Al Aqsa Mosque, 
and whose national pulse 
proved to be very much 
alive. 

We demanded the imme- 
diate and permanent clo- 
sure of the tunnel. We 
declared our resistance 
against and rejection of 
Israeli actions in the city, 
reminding whoever had 
doubts . that Jerusalem is 
ours too! With us, there 
were many others who 
shouted “Jerusalem is an 
Arab city" and “Allahu 
Akbar” enough for the 
Israeli occupying forces to 
attack us within minutes 
with their sticks and their 
rifles, hitting — hatred in 
their eyes — heavily in all 
directions with no distinc- 
tion between men and 


women, old and young. 
They forced us towards the 
gates of the old city, from 
where we brought our 
wounded to Maqassed Hos- 
pital, carrying and comfort- 
ing them. Numerous media 
people covered this day, 
seeking answers for so 
many questions raised by 
the Palestinian anger. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
attempts to spell out the 
reasons behind this angry 
outburst did and not differ 
much. Israeli officials 
admitted that they foresaw 
an eventual explosion in the 
Palestinian territories due 
to worsening of the overall 
situation: the deterioration 
of the Palestinian economy 
and internal Palestinian 
frustration based on the 
conviction that the peace 
process had come to a dead- 
lock. 

Ami AyaJon, head of the 
Israeli General Security 
Services (GSS). was quoted 
in The Jerusalem Post of 
Sept 29 as saying: “We saw 
for a long lime that all of 
the elements of inflamma- 
tion were there,” but “we 
could not say what would 
be the straw (to break the 
camel's back).” 

The Palestinian side 
added to this rationalisation 
that, after 100 days of the 
right-wing government’s 
assumption of powers, it 
had become evident that the 
policies they pursued 
closed all doors to any pos- 
sible progress on the bilat- 
eral negotiation track. 
Netanyahu did everything 
to bring Palestinian hope to 
a freezing point Neither 
did he show any intention 
to withdraw his troops from 
Hebron, notwithstanding 
the promises he bad made 
to this end on his first offi- 
cial visit to Cairo, nor did 
he freeze settlement activi- 
ties — the very cancer 
threatening the Palestinian 
society, their land and their 
integrity. He also refused to 
release Palestinian 

detainees, a long pending 
issue whose solution is 
demanded by the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA). 
Nor did he lift at least ease, 
the siege on Palestinian 
cities and towns to allow 
the normal geographic and 
demographic linkage 
between Gaza and the West 
Bank to unfold and develop 
— as agreed and laid down 
in the transitional agree- 


ment. 

He furthermore continued 
the siege of Jerusalem, iso- 
lating it from its hinterland, 
threatening — if not liqui- 
dating — the rights of its 
Arab inhabitants, confiscat- 
ing Palestinian land, and 
demolishing Palestinian 
homes. And as if all this 
were nor enough, 
Netanyahu even escalated 
his policy of threats, direct- 
ing it immediately towards 
Arab-Islaraic heritage by 
expanding excavations 
close to Islamic holy places 
in Jerusalem and, most 
recently, opening the tun- 
nel. Netanyahu evidently 
underestimated not only the 
Palestinian people's will 
but also their leadership's, 
seemingly convinced that 
Palestinians have limited 
choices and are compelled 
to find ways to accommo- 
date themselves with the 
policies of the Likud gov- 
ernment. 

The Palestinian anger 
opened a new chapter in the 
conflict in the region. The 
masses’ anger was as spon- 
taneous as it was the case 
with the 1936 revolt and the 
inpfada of 1987. In Ramai- 
lah, for example. Palestin- 
ian national security forces 
took off their uniforms and 
joined the children of the 
intifada, to struggle side by 
side with their rifles and 
bullets, with their bodies 
and souls, in a unique 
national unity. In Nablus, 
we saw a complete reversal 
of the premises: the occu- 
piers surrendered to the 
occupied, handing over 
their guns to the Palestinian 
forces. In Jerusalem, the 
youth of AJ Aqsa chal- 
lenged Israeli bullets with 
their bare chests; martyrs 
sacrificed their lives after 
Friday prayers. 

In the first week, the 
angry outburst left 70 mar- 
tyrs and some 1 ,600 casual- 
ties on the Palestine side, 
while 14 Israeli were killed 
and tens more injured. 
.National committees were . 
set* up everywhere to deal 
with the newly emerged sit- 
uation, resembling the 
establishment of similar 
bodies In the 1936 revolt 
and the popular committees 
founded during the intifada. 

The masses' anger has 
changed the Paiestinian- 
Israeli relations both politi- 
cally and securitywise. Fear 
is back on the agenda. 


bridges of confidence 
which had just been estab- 
lished between the joint 
security and coordination 
committees have collapsed, 
their respective authority 
capabilities have differed 
on all levels and in all 
areas. Both sides are now 
facing three options: a) the 
Palestinian anger — sym- 
bol of their national pride 
and dignity — may further 
challenge the Israeli right- 
wing government; this 
could continue either under 
the leadership of the PNA 
or develop its own dynam- 
ic. In their struggle for free- 
dom and independence they 
would accept the risk of 
more sacrifices, martyrs 
and injured in daily con- 
frontations; b) the Palestin- 
ian anger may retreat either 
due to domestic-constraints, 
for the sake of maintaining 
the entity of the Palestinian 
society and its achieve- 
ments, or due 4o regional 
and international pressures, 
possibly pushing for a new 
regional formula; c) the 
ongoing anger may lead to 
a national mutiny with no 
surrender, which, in turn, 
may lead to chaos and tur- 
moil in the Palestinian soci- 
ety, making it an easy vic- 
tim to be conquered and 
governed by Israeli tanks. 

The current political sce- 
nario is summarily reflect- 
ed in the positions of both 
sides' as follows: the Pales- 
tinians — as unanimously 
declared by the PLO, the 
PNA and the Palestinian 
Legislative Council (PLC) 
in their respective recent 
statements — call for the 
immediate and permanent 
closure of the tunnel in the 
old city of Jerusalem, for 
immediate redeployment 
from Hebron and release of 
Palestinian detainees from 
Israeli prisons, and for the 
immediate resumption of 
negotiations on the final 
status issues, as signed and 
agreed upon by the previ- 
ous Israeli government 

The Israelis on the other 
hand, as stated by 
Benyamin Netanyahu per- 
sonally, declared that the 
tunnel would stay open for- 
ever, that the “pioneer set- 
tlements” in the Palestinian 
territories would be further 
developed, and that there 
would be no evacuation 
from Hebron. Such conces- 
sions are considered seeds 
for further Palestinian pop- 


ular uprisings. In addition, 
the right-wing government 
reinterpreted the formula of 
the peace process as “secu- 
rity for peace" instead of 
“land of peace;” within this 
framework, the future of 
Jerusalem is unilaterally 
decided upon by Israeli 
policies and claimed sover- 
eignty. Mr. Netanyahu’s 
position is that all negotia- 
tion issues should be 
reopened from a new start- 
ing point, i.e., according to 
the recent developments. 
He goes as far as to demand 
that Israel keep the upper 
hand on the Palestinian 
authority and security capa- 
bilities. 

The gap between the two 
parties is obvious and wide 
and. for the time being, it is 
seemingly not possible to 
find a common ground or 
mutually accepted means 
and ways to close the ranks 
and enforce stability. This, 
however, is the key to halt 
the confrontations and pave 
the way to resume negotia- 
tions. 

The recent events were 
closely and with sincere 
concern observed by the 
international community. 
Washington immediately 
delivered a new diplomatic 
initiative calling for an 
urgent summit of Palestin- 
ian, Arab and Israeli lead- 
ers. The Arab streets in 
Cairo, Amman. Beirut, 
Damascus demonstrated 
strong support for the 
Palestinian anger and offi- 
cial statements from the 
Maghreb, the Saudis and 
other Gulf states supported 
the Palestinian stand by 
condemning the Israeli 
measures. The current 
Palestinian anger and the 
possible Israeli reactions, 
militarily and politically, 
has put both sides as well as 
the region as a whole at the 
doorstep of a new political 
arena with two options: a) 
If the confrontation, clashes 
and bloodshed will contin- 
ue, from both sides, the 100 
days of Netanyahu's gov- 
erning Israel is being put on 
a test in the coming ten 
days, at the end of which 
the Israeli Knesset will con- 
vene and the current gov- 
ernment will face a vote of 
no confidence, possibly 
forcing Netanyahu to step 
down, b) The other option 
is related to the impending 
Washington conference and 
depends on its outcome. 


i.e., where iL will lead the 
parties involved. 

In the 1936 revolt, the 
Palestinian leadership car- 
ried its national decision to 
Arab* capitals, Riyadh, 
Amman and Cairo. This led 
eventually to a concerted 
action of Arab governments 
calling for the end of the 
revolt and the participation 
in Sl James Conference in 
London in 1939. In the 
intifada of 1987 the Pales- 
tinian leadership main- 
tained the independence of 
its national decision mak- 
ing and succeeded in gain- 
ing Arab support for its 
cause. It later went towards 
direct negotiations in the 
conferences of Madrid, 
Washington, Moscow and 
Oslo. Today, as a result of 
the recent Palestinian anger, 
the Palestinian leadership is 
at a new crossroads, learn- 
ing from previous historical 
experiences how to main- 
tain the linkage and the 
consensus between its 
national decisions and other 
Arab capital's positions and 
interests. 

On the way to the new 
Washington conference, 
Palestinians, with the back- 
ing of Cairo and Amman, 
will face the challenges of 
Netanyahu and his govern- 
ment's policies, realising 
that it will be an exercise in 
crisis management rather 
than conflict resolution. 

“Putting the 'genie' 
(Palestinian anger) into the 
bottle is not simple" unless 
there is responsible politi- 
cal actions by all parties 
working jointly to avoid the 
collapse of security and sta- 
bility in the region as well 
as of the peace process. 

Do we expect, for us and 
the others, that the coming 
Washington conference wifi 
bring guarantees for a dig- 
nified life towards freedom 
and independence? Will it 
be just another conference 
in the historical chronology 
of attempts to reach a settle- 
ment? Or will it be another 
“station” for the combat- 
ants to reach a truce and to 
control and contain the 
Palestinian anger for the 
time being? 

The writer is head of the 
Palestinian Academic Soci- 
ety for the Study of 
International Affairs (PAS- 
SIA), Jerusalem — Al Quds. 
He contributed the above 
article to the Jordan Times. 


What does Netanyahu want? 


By G wynne Dyer 

VERYTHING ISRAELI 
rime Minister Benyamin 
fetanyahu has done since 
s narrowly won the Israeli 
lection four months ago 
?ems to have been 
^signed to unleash the 
ind of violence that is now 
veeping the West Bank 
id the Gaza Strip. Could 
lat be what he reality 
ants? 

Netanyahu has postponed 
le scheduled withdrawal 
f Israeli troops from the 
alestinian city of Hebron, 
e has allowed Jewish set- 
?ments on the West Bank 
i expand. Last month, he 
jclared that “there is no 
Dssibiiity that we can 
iree with the Palestinians 
i the issue of Jerusalem, 
e has effectively frozen 
e entire peace process. 
And then, having heaped 
ie powder up, be put a 
iatch to it- l n the dark of 
ght. under heavy military 
jard, he opened up a sec- 
id exit to a tunnel under 
e Western Wall in 
■njsalem even though the 
ilestinians had clearly 
lenofied it as an ultra-sen- 
tive issue. 

Given the extreme frus- 
M ion of the Palestinian 
ipulation. the response 
as as inevitable as sunnse. 
i the Palestinian protesrs 
art, and Israeli troops 
loot at the stone-throwing 
otesters. and armed 
ilestinian police fire back, 
id next thing you know 
rlicopter gunships are 
asring away at kids and 
ilice indiscriminately. 
Looking at Netanyahu's 
:tioos over the past four 
onths, an outside observer 
forced to the suspicion 
at he intended the conse- 
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quences we are now seeing: 
widespread carnage and an 
impending breakdown of 
the whole Israeli-Palestin- 

ian peace process. And 
there is nothing new, after 
all, in a Likud prime minis- 
ter pretending to go along 
with peace negotiations 
while secretly working to 
forestall any progress. 

Yitzhak Shamir. Israel's 
prime minister during the 
Gulf war and the subse- 
quent Madrid summit that 
set the Middle East peace 
process in motion, swore 
blind while he was in office 
that be genuinely wanred a 
peace agreement with the 
Palestinians and Israel's 


Arab neighbours. He had 
to, to ease the pressure from 
Washington and to placate 
an important slice of Israeli 
public opinion, even on the 
righL 

But once he lost office to 
the late Yitzhak Rabin, 
Shamir was contemptuous- 
ly frank about his real 
intentions. He had never 
believed an agreement with 
the Arabs was possible or 
desirable, he said. He had 
just been playing along 
with the negotiations to 
keep the Americans happy, 
but he would never have 
made any concessions. 

“Bibi” Netanyahu is of a 
different generation from 


Shamir, and he is a much 
smoother character. But he 
leads the same party and he 
comes from the same back- 
ground: his father, Ben 
Zion, once served as secre- 
tary to Vladimir Jabotinsky, 
patron saint of the “Revi- 
sionists" who were the most 
extreme and violent of the 
Zionist groups in pre-1948 
Palestine. So it is not incon- 
ceivable that he is follow- 
ing the same strategy. 

As in Shamir's case, 
Netanyahu would have to 
pretend, to the Israeli elec- 
torate and to Israel's allies 
abroad, that he really did 
want a settlement And in 
order to forestall the need 


for serious negotia- 
tions, sooner or later 
be would have to find 
a way of driving the 
Palestinians back to 
violence. 

That is one expla- 
nation for the mid- 
night operation last 
week that opened up 
a second exit to the 
tunnel under the 
Western Wall in 
i Jerusalem. Given 
| that this action has 
• been repeatedly post- 
poned for the past ten 
years because of 
, clear warnings that 
| . there would be a vio- 
lent popular reaction 
among Palestinians, 
the only other plausi- 
ble explanation for 
Netanyahu’s decision 
is that be is extreme- 
ly stupid. 

He does not seem 
stupid. Indeed, 
Netanyahu's entire 
behaviour after the 
demonstrations 
erupted supports the 
hypothesis that he 
wanted this to hap- 
pen. 

Why else did he fail to 
return from Europe until the 
killing was well under way? 
Why did he flatly refuse to 
reconsider a decision of 
such marginal political ben- 
efit? (Even on the far right 
in Israel, there was not a 
strong demand for opening 
the tunnel). 

And why did he accuse 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat of inciting an upris- 
ing in the very same breath 
that he demanded a face-to- 
face meeting between the 
two men? These are not the 
actions of a man anxious to 
preserve the momentum 
towards a final settlement. 


Netanyahu may be as 
innocent as he claims, or as 
intelligent as he looks, but 
be cannot be both. If his 
strategy really is to destroy 
the previous government's 
deal with the Palestinians, 
where do we go from here? 

Not immediately to a 
reoccupation by the Israeli 
army of the towns (contain- 
ing over two-thirds of the 
Palestinian population) that 
have already been handed 
over to the Palestinian 
National Authority. That 
would be deeply unpopular 
in Israel, because the army 
would take huge casualties 
in disarming or killing 
30,000 Palestinian police- 
men, and would then be 
back patrolling the same 
streets that were such a 
nightmare for it during the 
intifada. 

On the other hand, it is 
dot imaginable that Israel 
can refuse all serious nego- 
tiations with the Palestini- 
ans over the next four 
years, as Netanyahu clearly 
intends, without something 
of that son happening. 
Especially since it won't be 
long now before the suicide 
bombers are at work in 
Israel again. 

The present wave of con- 
frontations, which has caused 
over 70 deaths in the past 
week, may die down for a 
while. Arafat seems to have his 
police back under control, and 
he will try to calm the rioters 
because he can see where 
Netanyahu is heading. But so 
long as the Israeli leader main- 
tains his present course, it will 
be only a temporary respite. 

Perhaps we should hope that 
Netanyahu is stupid, because 
stupid people can still leant 
from their mistakes. The alter- 
native is much worse. 


Apology due for \ plagiarism 

To the Editor 

I READ with interest in the Jordan Times. Sept. 30, 1996, 
issue, under "Economic Review" an article by Dr. Yusuf 
Mansour headed “The need for strategic competition". But I 
was really shocked to find out that the writer did use the same 
examples, issues and ideas which 1 had used during a twu-duy 
workshop on Jordan's entry into the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) held recently. 

These examples stem from my experience in the field, not- 
ing that I represent the Jordan Ministry of Tourism and Antiq- 
uities in the sub-sector comminee on tourism for WTO nego- 
tiations. It is worthwhile mentioning that I raised these issues 
during the workshop simply because there are no safeguard 
provisions for loss of business os a result of unfair competi- 
tion in the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) 
agreement 

In this case, the unfair competition stems from the fact that 
the Israeli tourism industry is heavily subsidised. 

Dr. Mansour did not have the courtesy to mention that ihe 
issues and the examples he used in his article were borrowed 
from the discussions which took place during the two-day 
workshop by none other chan myself or. he should have said, 
by one of the participants. 

I should remind Dr. Mansour that 1 was there to explore 
safeguard measures for the tourism sector and to express my 
concern and fears of the damages that will be brought about 
as a result of opening up the tourism sector ro the GATT 
agreement. 

I think an apology is due. Many people present could veri- 
fy that Dr. Mansour borrowed the issues and examples, espe- 
cially the organisers: the Ministry of Industry and Trade and. 
on their behalf, Tamam Al Ghoul. 

Hiyam Al Khateeb, 
Jordan Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, 

Amman. 


...Giants 9 help isn't 4 plagiarism 9 

To the Editor 

BEING AN academician with a refereed book published in 
the UK by a very prestigious publishing house, and having 
authored and co-authored several refereed academic papers 
published in the U.S., 1 take the charge of plagiarising any- 
one’s intellectual property extremely seriously. As a long- 
time proponent of copyright laws and a strong supporter of 
intellectual property rights laws, it is doubly saddening to be 
wrongly accused of stealing someone's thoughts or ideas, as 
Hiyam Al Khateeb has erroneously asserted in her letter writ- 
ten in reference to my article, “The Need for Strategic Com- 
petition.” 

The first section of the article alluded to the need for study- 
ing strategic competition and its usage in international invest- 
ment and trade, an idea which 1 have used and referred to in 
several of ray previous articles. I have published papers util- 
ising game theory, an analytical tool used in strategic compe- 
tition (and in the article in question), in the Journal of Region- 
al Science and Urban Economics with M.L. Greenhut and 
C.S. Lee Vol. 21: 1991. and in the Review of Industrial 
Organisation, 1995 with M.L. Greenhut, and. J. Greenhut. 
Also, in 1990 1 presented a paper on the topic, from ray doc- 
toral dissertation, at the American Economic Association, 
Annual Meeting, as it was being recognised as one of the four 
most distinguished dissertations in the U.S. As a professor at 
Texas A&M University I participated in conferences and 
seminars on the topic of game theory, given by some of the 
best in the field (Raymond Batralio, Curtis Taylor, Jean 
Tirole, Vincent Crawford, etc.) So I think I am qualified to 
write about and discuss strategic competition. Actually, the 
idea of strategic competition was formalised by Von Neuman 
and Morgenstem in 1945, long before the WT0-EU workshop 
which was held on September 23-25, 1996. 

Better still, in my article ‘Tragedy and the quarry, " Jordan 
Times, Sept. 9, 1996, 1 used a tourism example in conjunction 
with the concept of the tragedy of the commons, which is also 
another application of strategic competition and game theory. 
Moreover, in my article. “Comprehensive planning needed to 
develop tourism." Jordan Times, April 14, 1996 (paragraphs 
8 and 9>, I used the concept of strategic competition in refer- 
ence to the tourism industry. 

The second idea presented in the article was an example 
illustrating the concept of strategic competition that was orig- 
inally promoted in 1982 by Janies Brander and Barbara 
Spencer (Brander-Spencer Model) which has become public 
knowledge in the field. An easy reference to this model can 
be found in Peddling Prosperity, pages 234-239, by the emi- 
nent MIT professor Paul Krug man. 

The last part of the letter was alluding to my article 
“Tragedy and the quarry", concerning the Dead Sea, where 
Jordan and Israel have strategic vested interests and where the 
model of tragedy of the commons would be applicable. How- 
ever, I believe that Ms. Khateeb refers to the following quote 
from my article as hers: “In games of competition for tourists, 
Israeli tourist companies lure tourists to Eilat by offering 
them a free one-day trip to Petra.” In a question directed by , 
Ms. Khateeb to one of the speakers at die WTO conference, 
two sessions of which I chaired, she used the one-day trip to 
Petra as an example of the need for a safeguard law in Jordan. 
(Actually, there is a Draft Safeguard Law that is in the process 
of being presented to the parliament). But this has nothing to 
do with strategic competition. She did not allude to the games 
being played, nor did she use the phenomena in the same con- 
text as I did in my article. In fact, what she had said publicly 
was common knowledge, not an original idea or a state secreL 

Furthermore. Ms. Khateeb has confused plagiarism with intellectu- 
al property. Intellectual property is “information whose intrinsic 
value is derived from creativity and has commercial value." accord- 
ing to Patterson and Lindbeig 1 1991), The Nature of Copyright: A 
Law of User's Rights. Plagiarism, according to the Modem Language 
Association Handbook, page 129, is “the offering of the words or 
ideas of another person as one's own." The handbook gives as an 
example of common-knowledge: “most sources on Franklin Pierce 
will report common-knowledge facts as well as specific perspectives 
on the facts: his birth and death, 1804-69; his support of the Com- 
promise of 1850, his role at age 48 as 14th president of the United 
States of America from 1853-57. and even his political support of the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act However, if you use one historian's idea that 
Pierce's handling of the slavery issue ruined his effectiveness as pres- 
ident, you must provide an in-text citation to the source." 

When Israeli tourism operators offer one-day trips to Penal 
they publicise iL this is common knowledge, they hope. What I 
I asked for in the article was strategic competition which Ij 
believe was never mentioned at the conference. 

The remainder of the information presented in this section 
(The fact that the Ministry of Tourism in Israel has increased 
its budget by 1,100 per cent) is public information which can 
be obtained from a publication by the Jordanian Embassy in 
Israel, for example. In other words, the whole article, though 
it benefited from the works of intellectual giants, was my 
own. 


Yusuf Mansour, 
Amman. 
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New margarine lowers cholesterol 


p 


By Yousef M. Ibrahim 

RAISIO, Finland — There 
are few visible signs of the 
good fortune hovering over 
this little company town by 
the Baltic Sea. Yet, if the 
57-y ear-old fanner-owned 
company here, Raisio 
Croup, a maker of french 
fries, wheat flour and pet 
food, plays its margarine 
right, it may turn into one 
of those Cinderella success 
stories usually associated 
with California software 
companies. 

The reason is that 
Raisio's new margarine. 
Benecol, contains a plant 
extract from the pine trees 
of Finland that medical 
testing has shown not only 
blocks but actually lowers 
levels of cholesterol in the 
bloodstream. 

It sounds almost too good 
to be true: Simply dab 
some Benecol on morning 
toast and within months 
your cholesterol count may 
be down 10 to IS per cent 
and the risk of a heart 
attack may be cut by a 
third. So far, a study pub- 
lished in the New England 
Journal of Medicine has 
supported the claims, and 
no negative side effects 
have been reported. 


Ever since Raisio, whose 
2,300 employees and their 
families make up the heart 
of this village, began to 
produce and sell the new 
margarine late last year, the 
conservative company 
managers have been strug- 
gling "to keep their Nordic 
cool in the face of a frenzy 
bv investors and the media. 

'in the last several 
months. Raisio stock has 
more than quadrupled to 
about $68 a share on the 
Helsinki Stock Exchange. 
While Benecol is sold only 
in Finland for now, the 
demand has been so over- 
whelming that the compa- 
ny is hurriedly building a 
factory to raise production 
to 5.1 million pounds (2.3 
million kilogrammes') in 
1997 from S80.000 this 
year. 

’ Even though the cost of 
Benecol is about five times 
that of ordinary margarine 
— about $10 a pound com- 
pared with $1.90 — 

Helsinki’s big Stockmann 
department store and 
supermarkets around the 
country regularly put up 
signs apologising to cus- 
tomers for running out of it. 

Global food processing 
giants are courting Raisio's 
patented invention. Foreign 


investors, who owned just 
9 per cent of the stock last 
year, now own 44 per cent 
and swoop into town week- 
ly to check the place out 

And analysts wax lyrical 
over its prospects, with 
some predicting confident- 
ly that it will become a 
major international brand 
by decade's end, even 
though sales in the rest of 
Europe and the United 
States are probably far off. 

“It is like an atomic bomb 
we didn't mean to invent," 
said Jukka Maki, 61. the 
company's deputy chief 
executive. “We were just 
looking for a better mar- 
garine. We never thought it 
would be that big.” 

Big as it is. Raisio is 
responding to all the 
hoopla with typical Nordic 
stolidity. Its public-rela- 
tions staff comprises just 
an information director and 
two assistants, and neither 
they nor senior manage- 
ment make any effort to 
hype the new health food. 

When Mr. Maki, the 
deputy chief executive, 
went to London last month 
to make the company's 
first-ever presentation to 
stock analysts, he began his 
speech by saying: “Excuse 
me. but this is all new to us. 


We are not prepared for all 
the attention.” Then, as the 
mostly young audience 
waited impatiendy to hear 
more about Benecol, he 
went on to talk about 
Raisio's conservative busi- 
ness practices and desire to 
maintain a reputation for 
quality. 

Benecol was bom in the 
laboratory of Ingmar West- 
er. a company scientist who 
spent eight years develop- 
ing a method to extract 
plant substances known as 
sterols, whose efficacy in 
reducing the cholesterol 
content of blood has been 
recognised for a half-centu- 
ry, and to make them solu- 
ble in water. 

Working closely with 
researchers at two Finnish 
universities, Mr. Wester, 
37, discovered that 
sitostanol, a sterol found in 
pine trees, could be mixed 
with fatty foods without 
altering their taste — an 
important advantage in a 
business where slight alter- 
ations in flavour can turn 
consumers off. 

The research was driven 
by the need to do some- 
thing about Finland's cho- 
lesterol crisis. The Finns' 
fatty diet — Stan Von 
HeUes, Raisio's informa- 


tion director, jokes that his 
compatriots “think 

sausages are vegetables” 
— has given them the dubi- 
ous distinction of tying 
with Scotland for the high- 
est cholesterol levels in the 
world. 

Mr. Wester completed his 
work in 1991. But Raisio, 
which already produced 
half the margarine sold in 
Finland, did not act on his 
discoveiy until the results 
of a yearlong study of 
sitostanol's effect on the 
cholesterol levels in 1,500 
Finns were published in the 
New England Journal of 
Medicine in November. 

Now, however, the com- 
pany does not plan to stop 
with Benecol. Its scientists 
are already looking into 
ways of putting sitostanol 
into everything from 
chocolate candy, ice cream 
and energy bars to mayon- 
naise, cereals and ham- 
burgers. 

But before it can market 
its margarine or any of the 
other cholesterol busters on 
its drawing board to a fat- 
besotted world, Raisio 
must solve some major 
problems. It will bave to 
link up with a big European 
or American partner with 
worldwide marketing and 


distribution capabilities. It 
will also need to find new 
sources of sitostanol. Cur- 
rently, it processes five 
tonnes of waste pulp at 
Finnish paper mills to dis- 
till one pound of the oil that 
is turned into the chemical. 

Then there are the regula- 
tory obstacles that await in 
the United States, where 
the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration puts new products 
through the toughest test- 
ing in the world, and, to a 
lesser extent, in the 12- 
nation European Union. ' 

Even if Raisio overcomes 
those hurdles, it is not clear 
that consumers everywhere 
will be willing to keep pay- 
ing such a big premium for 
a run-of-the-mill grocery 
item when effective pre- 
scription alternatives exist. 

For example, a studjfbf 
6,595 healthy middle-aged 
men in Scotland, also pub- 
lished in the New England 
Journal of Medicine in 
November, showed that 
prevastatin lowered choles- 
terol by an average of 20 
per cent, compared with 10 
per cent to 15 per cent for 
Benecol, and reduced non- 
fatal heart attacks by 3 1 per 
cent and deaths from heart 
disease by 2S per cent 
compared with Benecol's 


overall 33 per cent reduc- 
tion in the risk of heart 
attacks. Previous studies 
showed that the drug 
reduced the risk of heart 
attack by 62 per cent in 
patients with high choles- 
terol who already had heart 
disease. 

And in 1994. a Scandina- 
vian research team reported 
that simvastatin, sold as 
Zocor by Merck & Co., 
reduced coronary deaths by 
42 per cent in a five-year 
study of 4.400 men and 
women with a history of 
heart disease. And while 
such medicines, costing 
about $800 a year, are not 
cheap, they are within the 
reach of many people. 

On the other hand, some 
studies suggest that choles- 
terol-lowering drugs can 
cause cancer. And a veg- 
etable-oil spread contain- 
ing a cholesterol-combat- 
ing agent derived from 
plants "would be sure to 
appeal to the growing 
hordes of consumers in 
America and elsewhere 
who are enamoured of 
“natural" foods and med- 
ications. 

People used to eating lots 
of greasy food might be a 
natural constituency for 
cholesterol-lowering mar- 


B arzani — where opportunism and ambition meet 


By Kan an Makiya 

I MET Massoud Barzani, 
die leader of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP), in 
northern Iraq in October 
1991, seven months after 
the end of the Gulf war. 
Leaving him. I felt, as I 
later wrote, that “Iraqis 
could not do better than 
have someone like this pre- 
side over the reconstruction 
of a post-Saddam Iraq." 
Barzani told me then that 
the “pain was so deep” 
between his group and the 
Saddam Hussein govern- 
ment, and even between his 
own and some of the other 
Iraqi opposition groups, 
that it would be “very diffi- 
cult to cure it. But if we 
adopt the path of forgive- 
ness, and try to open a new 
page, we will be living for 
the next generation. For our 
children there must be for- 
giveness, otherwise we are 
going to dive into a sea of 
blood.” 

He meant it. Or so I 
believed. Barzani had the 
reputation of being a 
straight-forward, even sim- 
ple, man. In his early fifties, 
he is a relatively young but 
conservative leader, steeped 
in his family and tribal 
background. He is the son 
of Mullah Mustafa Barzani, 
the leader of the Kurdish 
struggle for national inde- 
pendence against the Iraqi 
regime in the sixties and 
seventies, who died in exile 
in Washington in 1979. 
Massoud saw three of this 
brothers killed by Saddam. 

He was, I thought, some- 
one who believed in Kur- 
dish codes of honour, loyal- 
ty and respect. Above all, 
he seemed a man of his 
word, who was constantly 
and painfully aware of his 
people's legacy of suffer- 
ing. So impressed was I by 
him, that as one of the orig- 
inal members of the Iraqi 
National Congress (INC). a 
coalition of Iraqi opposition 
groups, I wanted Lo nomi- 
nate him to be our head. 
The founding meeting of 
the INC. attended by some 
170 delegates, was "held in 
October 1992, in Salahud- 
din, which was part of 
northern Iraqi territory that 
had come under allied pro- 
tection following the war 
and was mainly" inhabited 



Massoud Barzani 

by Kurds. If there was one 
man the Kurdish parliament 
would agree on to be their 
leader, he would most like- 
ly be Barzani. 

Just after the Gulf war, 
there had been a revolution 
in Iraqi politics on the 20 
per cent of Iraqi soil occu- 
pied by the Kurds. Interna- 
tionally observed elections 
were held in which most of 
the Kurds.' amounting to 20 
per cent of the Iraqi people, 
took part: a working parlia- 
ment met in Erbil. Those 
who warned a new and dif- 
ferent Iraq, I believed, had 
to build on that Kurdish 
experience, using northern 
Iraq as a base from which to 
bring about the country's 
transformation. 

All the INC delegates 
were aware that the Barzani 
name had come to stand for 
struggle against the dicta- 
torship in Baghdad. And so 
it seemed right that he 
would lead the transition to 
a dramatically new Iraqi 
nation. On August 30, 
1996, the same Massoud 
Barzani invited Saddam 
back into Erbil, the seat of 
the Kurdish parliament 
since 1992. His men turned 
their guns against their own 
former comrades in the 
Iraqi opposition. They hit 
from the north while Sad- 
dam stormed into Erbil 


from the south with 450 
tanks and some 40,000 
Republican Guards. The 
KDP worked closely with 
the Iraq mukhabarat, the 
secret police, who used the 
information the KDP pro- 
vided to conduct house-to- 
house searches in Erbil. The 
mukhabarat penetrated 
deep into Iraqi Kurdistan, 
blowing up the TV, radio, 
and militmy installations of 
the Iraqi opposition and 
arresting every Arab they 
could get their hands on 
who bad token refuge in the 
previously protected north- 
ern region. (Many of them 
were not working for the 
opposition). 

As I write, several hun- 
dred members of the INC 
are surrounded by KDP 
guerrillas in Salahuddin 
while Barzani decides what 
to do with his former com- 
rades. His forces, augment- 
ed by Iraqi soldiers dressed 
as Kurds and plainclothes 
police, took Koysinjaq on 
September 8. followed by 
Sulaymaniyah, the last 
major bastion of the Iraqi 
opposition to Saddam in 
northern Iraq, while the 
Kurdish opposition forces 
have fled to bases in the 
mountains on the Iranian 
border and thousands of 
Kurds are seeking refuge in 
Iran. During the KDP's 


occupation of Erbil, the 
building that once housed 
the Kurdish parliament has 
become the headquarters of 
Saddam's secret police. 

A five-year experiment in 
autonomy and self-rule has 
thus come tumbling down. 
An historic opportunity for 
the people of Iraqi Kurdis- 
tan and for all Iraqis has 
been wasted. Those who 
hoped- to change the regime 
in Baghdad and to do so on 
liberal-democratic princi- 
ples have suffered a devas- 
tating blow. That is the 
meaning of what has been 
going on in northern Iraq 
since early September, and 
that remains its central 
meaning, no matter how' 
many cruise missiles hit 
Saddam’s largely ineffec- 
tive air defence system, a 
system which has been 
irrelevant to his control 
over the country for the past 
five years. 

How could I have been so 
wrong about Barzani? Why 
did the Iraqi opposition 
reach such an impasse? One 
way of thinking about what 
went wrong is that of 
“senior administration offi- 
cials" of the Clinton admin- 
istration who, the New York 
Tunes reports, say they 
have “done all they could, 
but were undermined by the 
Kurds' competing tribal, 
political and economic 
interests, by their ancient 
hatreds.” No doubt the Kur- 
dish leaders have a lot to 
answer for. 

In the years before the 
May 1992 elections in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, the eight parties 
that formed the Iraqi Kur- 
distan Front had presented a 
united opposition to Sad- 
dam. The two largest par- 
ties. in particular, Barzani's 
KDP and Jalal Talabani's 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK) — today bitter 
enemies — cooperated very 
closely during the Iraqi 
uprising that followed 1 the 
Gulf war and during the 
first few years of 
autonomous rule. Their 
alliance made possible the 
elections of 1992, and the 
formation of both a parlia- 
ment and the council of 
ministers that administered 
the safe haven. 

When I crossed the Turk- 
ish-Iraqi border in 1991, 
just after the Gulf war, I had 


to deal with the security 
guards of one Kurdish 
organisation after another 
to move # around northern 
Iraq. When I next crossed 
the bonier in October 1992, 
I was met by uniformed 
police of the new Kurdish 
administration, which com- 
bined members of different 
factions in the same police 
forces, security services, 
and administrative offices. 
Aimed Kurdish guerrillas 
had been banned in the 
cities by an act of parlia- 
ment, and many people told 
me that for the first time 
they felt they were physi- 
cally secure. 

By the time of my next 
visit, in May 1994, that had 
changed. It happened to 
coincide with the first 
armed hostilities between 
the KDP and the PUK. and 
like many others in the 
INC, I tried to mediate 
berween the rwo. For four 
weeks I travelled around 
the country arranging the 
release of KDP prisoners 
held by the PUK, and PUK 
prisoners held by the KDP. 
Shortly after the original 
outbreak of fighting. Tala- 
bani's PUK took effective 
control of Erbil with its 
population of one million. 
The conflict between the 
two organisations has been 
growing nastier ever since. 

The tensions between the 
two main Kurdish factions 
date back to Talabani's split 
from Mullah Mustafa 
Barzani’s KDP during the 
1970s. The hostility 
berween them was not so 
much ideological as histori- 
cal, sociological and. 
increasingly, personal. 

Talabani is a skillful 
urban politician with strong 
connections to the Kurdish 
intelligentsia, particularly 
in Sulaymaniyah. Barzaiji’s 
organisation, on the other 
hand, is based on the rural 
mountain clans. 

Each group came to 
depend more and more on 
alliances with neighbouring 
countries. The KDP first 
made an alliance with 
Turkey, then with Iran, and 
now with Baghdad. The 
PUK first made an alliance 
with Iran in 1995. Each 
claims it needed to make 
these alliances if it was to 
have the supplies, trade, 
physical security and diplo- 


matic support it required to 
survive. It is clear that 
Barzani used his position as 
Turkey's principal ally in 
northern Iraq to weaken the 
power of Talabani, who, for 
his part, said the KDP's 
monopoly of customs 
duties along the Iraqi-Turk- 
ish border put his own 
group at a disadvantage. 

In making his alliance 
with Turkey. ' Barzaiii 
agreed .to .help curb the 
influence of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), the 
organisation of the Kurdish 
guerrillas in Turkey which, 
after the Gulf war, began 
maintaining bases in north- 
ern Iraq from where they 
launched terrorist attacks 
into Turkey. But the task of 
controlling the Turkish 
Kurds was beyond the 
KDP. By early 1995 the 
PKK was hitting back, 
killing KDP members. 
Barzani was forced to nego- 
tiate a truce with the PKK. 
which greatly upset the 
Turkish government, caus- 
ing it to withdraw its sup- 
port. 

Meanwhile, the various 
Kurdish security forces 
were no longer working 
together. Iraqi undercover 
agents became active again. 
In the summer of 1995 a 
bomb went off in Salahud- 
din killing 26 members of 
the Iraqi National Con- 
gress. Following several 
unsuccessful mediation 
efforts by the Congress, the 
PUK rumed to Iran to inter- 
vene in its dispute with the 
KDP. 

With the KDP weakened 
following the break-up of 
its alliance with Turkey, the 
PUK. beginning with 
August 17 this year, started 
a military campaign, with 
Iranian backing, that suc- 
ceeded in taking over sig- 
nificant amounts of territo- 
ry. Feeling that he was 
squeezed, and having 
repeatedly, and futflely, 
appealed to the U.S. for 
support (as had the PUK 
before him). Barzani, in a 
letter dated August 22, 
made his devil's pact with 
Saddam, inviting him into 
Erbil. 

Contrary to the statements 
of the anonymous officials 
cited in the New York 
Times, the U.S., which with 
the help of British and 


French aircraft was still 
conducting over flights of 
the safe-haven region, had 
been largely absent while 
all this was going on. At the 
State Department and 
White House, the main pre- 
occupation was with the 
Arab-Israeli "peace 

process." Iraq could wait. 

American neglect of the 
situation in the north and 
' particularly the increasing- 
ly. .ugly conflict between 
Barzani and Talabani are 
both part of the collapse of 
the post Guif war arrange- 
ments by which the U.S. 
sought to merely contain 
Saddam instead of actively 
trying to overthrow him. 
All the important issues in 
the current conflict go back 
io the unfinished business 
of the Gulf war. and the 
obsession with contain- 
ment. 

The Kurdish safe haven 
region in northern Iraq had 
two years of peaceful coop- 
eration among different 
Kurdish factions, but it was 
never a workable political 
unit. Its parliament and 
ministries could never be 
more than a transitional 
arrangement, but a transi- 
tion to what? Time passed. 
No one with any authority 
in Washington wanted to 
talk either about the future 
of Iraq or about establishing 
a secure and economically 
workable entity in the 
north. Good intentions 
expressed in Washington 
and London and the work 
of relief agencies could not 
turn a region of four mUlion 
people into either a Kurdish 
country or the beginnings 
of a new Iraq. 

Having set up the Kurdish 
entity, the allied coalition 
never gave it either the eco- 
nomic or the politico] sup- 
port it needed to survive. As 
the parliament's ability to 
deliver services and organ- 
ise a more productive econ- 
omy dwindled, and as the 
allied coalition that had 
fought the Gulf war began 
to fall apart, power reverted 
to the militias of Barzani 
and Talabani. They, at least, 
had the guns with which to 
scramble for whatever 
financial resources and 
scraps of territory they 
could take over. 

Nor did the Western allies 
give adequate support to the 


efforts of the opposition 
forces, both Kurds 0and 
Arab, to use northern Iraq 
as a base from which to 
bring about the downfall of 
Saddam. 

In March 1995. for exam- 
ple, approximately 1 .000 of 
Saddam's soldiers defected 
to the Iraqi National Con- 
gress. The men were thin, 
hungry and cold: they had 
not had a decent meal in 
weeks. But the U.S.. which 
has since sent 44 cruise 
missiles, each costing SI 
million, into southern Iraq, 
decided it could not afford 
$250,000 to provide the 
soldiers with food and blan- 
kets for a year. They might 
have been kept as a poten- 
tial force, but were soon 
dispersed. 

Saddam moved in this 
deteriorating situation' with 
the military audacity he has 
displayed in all his show- 
downs with the West. Not 
that he is any stronger mili- 
tarily than he was before 
the Gulf war. The very 
effective sanctions have 
seen to thaL His new-found 
strength is derived from the 
shambles of containment. 

And this time, the politi- 
cal strategy and timing of 
the Iraqi president were 
shrewdly calculated. He 
now could say he was, after 
all. merely intervening 
inside his own territory to 
help his Kurdish friends in 
the KDP. And they could 
say they invited him in only 
to curb and contain Iranian 
influence in northern Iraq, 
something the U.S. and its 
allies would surely approve 
of. 

What the tragedy now 
unfolding shows is that the 
Iraqi opposition stjfi lacks 
the very element that Sad- 
dam's terror has so success- 
fully created for him - a 
comma tmem to a whole 
that is larger than the sum 
of its pans, a commitment, 
in other words, to a con- 
vincing idea of Iraq. 

Leading Iraqi dissident 
Kanati Makiya is author oj\ 
" Republic of Fear- (under 1 
the pseudonym Samir An 
Khalil), and "The Monu\ 
ment." This article ... 
reprinted from The Observ - f 



garine, too (to say nothing 
of the ice cream and burg- 
ers that might some day hit 
the grocery shelves). Take 
Tapani Vvoriola, a 60-year- 
old Finnish dairy worker 
who has had four coronary- 
bypass operations. 

“For years, I made butter 
and cheese and I ate them 
liberally and drank milk," 
as well as devouring large 
quantities of meat, Mr. 
Vvoriola said as be made 
his way down a supermar- 
ket aisle. 

“Now my doctor said to 
use Benecol. It's not as 
good as my butter, but my 
cholesterol has dropped 
one point in six weeks. The 
problem is there isn't 
enough of it.” Since Jjfen, 
he said he had achieved 
about a 10 to 15 per cent 
drop in his cholesterol 
count. 

Spotting the store manag- 
er. Pirkko Rosolf, he asked 
loudly. "Where is it?” 

“i don't know." the man- 
ager replied with a shrug. 
“Ask the company. What 
they give us, we sell in a 
day or two.” 


International Herald Tribune 





Britain’s yuppies are back on the rampage 


LONDON (R) — Crowds in Lon- 
don wine bars spill onto [he streets, 
raucous laughter interrupted only 
by the pop of champagne corks 
and Ihe roar of the latest Porsche. 

British yuppies, resplendent in 
red braces, shoulder puds and 
designer suits, were almost wiped 
out by the economic austerity of 
the early 1 990s. But they are mak- 
ing a comeback is the stock mar- 
ket hits record highs, city salaries 


return to six figures and property 
prices in London bounce back. 

“Bars and restaurants are packed 
every night again-.^nd the cus- 
tomers .seem even younger and 
richer this time around." said the 
manager of a crowded bar in Lon- 
don's financial district. 

A product of the 1980s econom- 
ic boom, yuppies (young upward- 
ly -mn bile professionals) flour- 
ished under Prime Minister Mar- 


garet Thatcher, who encouraged 
the nouveau riche to flaunt their 
wealth. 

Brash and super-affluent, they 
made a swift exit with their flash 
cars and filofaxes when the stock 
market crashed in 1987, sending 
city bonuses and house prices tum- 
bling in its wake. 

They were much maligned by 
the establishment, which scorned 
“new money" as vulgar and osten- 


tatious. Now older and duller, the 
1980s yuppies channel their much 
reduced salaries into unit trusts 
and private school fees. 

But an arbitraiy survey of luxu- 
ry goads and service companies 
shows a new generation has suc- 
ceeded them, every bit as noisy 
and equally keen to splash their 
casta in eye-catching ways. 

TVR Engineering, British-based 
makers of the must-have Griffith, 


Chimaera and Cerbera models 
which All the cor parks of Lon- 
don's financial district, boast tbe 
waiting list for new vehicles is spi- 
ralling upward. 

“Tbe waiting list has never been 
as long." said spokesman Ben 
Samuelson. “Over the last 12 
months we've doubled 
our factory, we've d 
workforce over the last 
and you would still hay 


until next summer for a Cerbera." 

But he was horrified at the sug- 
gestion that booming orders were 
proof the yuppies were back. “Dri- 
ving a TVR is not about ihe pose. 
TVRs ore something good to drive 
in.Jt's not a car to just cruise 
down the Kingjs .Road tin Lon- 
liin." 

I beloved of 
cut the same 



The average waiting list for 
some 911 models is now nine 
months compared with four last 
year, and while most mainstream 
car maker?, are struggling with flat 
sales in Britain, Porsche's are up 
28 per cent on this lime last year. 

Toasting a return of the good 
times requires champagne, and 
sales of bubbly are soaring. 

The Champagne Information 
Bureau, a trade group for growers 
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and producers, reports that Briton 
g^led ov„ 60 million bottles ii 
the fust five months of the year. u , 
30 per cent on 1995. ft 
“Consumption has been growin; 
steadily for more than three years 
but it has really taken off since las 
November." said Director Fran 
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News 



Palestinian women cry at the funeral of Tamer A! Masri, a 10-year-old boy who died Tuesday of wounds sustained in last week’s Israeli-Palestinlan clashes 
(Renters photo) 

Israeli closure stifles Palestinian life in West Bank 


NABLUS <R> — Away 
from home when Israeli- 
Palestinian gun battles 
erupted last week, Saadi 
Ibrahim decided to defy an 
Israeli-imposed travel ban 
in the West Bank after he 
dreamed that bis six- 
month-old daughter had 
drowned. 

“I saw my baby Yaqin fall 
into a well and I woke up 
trembling," said Ibrahim. “I 
decided to return home, no 
maner what the risks were.” 

Setting out before dawn 
from the village of Bidya, 
where he had been confined 
by an internal Israeli clo- 
sure imposed after the vio- 
lence erupted, the 30-year- 
old construction worker 
arrived home to the village 
of Kufr Qallil some 35 kilo- 


metres away at noon. 

Accompanied by a friend, 
he walked along the hills 
for five-and-a-balf hours 
trying to avoid Israeli army 
roadblocks scattered across 
the West Bank. 

“We faced a lot to reach 
home. We endured humilia- 
tions by Israeli soldiers and 
I barely escaped from dogs 
guarding a Jewish settle- 
ment," said the father of 
five. “But I am so glad my 
daughter was safe. 

Israel, which banned the 
entry of most Palestinians 
to its territory since Islamic 
suicide bombings in Febru- 
ary and March, tightened 
travel restrictions on Arabs 
in the West Bank during 
last week's unrest. 

Israeli troops ringed self- 


ruled Palestinian cities with 
tanks and armoured vehi- 
cles and set up boulders and 
dirt barricades on main 
roads in the West Bank, cut- 
ting links between 450 
communities. 

Israeli authorities said the 
cities had been declared 
closed military areas as of 
Sept. 27 in an effort to 
maintain law and order. But 
a spokeswoman insisted 
that humanitarian needs 
were being handled through 
joint liaison channels. 

“The army said that 
humanitarian issues are 
important and each case is 
dealt with and answered via 
the appropriate liaison bod- 
ies,” an army spokeswoman 
said. 

Palestinians say the clo- 


sure has kept thousands 
stranded away from home, 
stifled the local economy 
and threatened to deprive 
them of health services. 

“Human rights groups 
and non-governmental 
organisations express deep 
concern over the deteriorat- 
ing human rights conditions 
in the occupied Palestinian 
territories," said a statement 
issued by eight groups. 

In Nablus, where the clo- 
sure was enforced by about 
45 tanks pointing their guns 
at the city, Palestinians said 
factories were working at 
only 30 per cent capacity 
because workers from sur- 
rounding villages could not 
get to their jobs. 

In the southern West 
Bank town of Hebron, an 


1 8-month-old baby with 
leukemia who was being 
rushed to a Jerusalem hos- 
pital for a blood transfusion 
died after Israeli soldiers 
delayed him for an hour at a 
roadblock, human rights 
groups said. 

The Palestinian media 
have also reported at least 
two cases of women giving 
birth at roadblocks when 
soldiers barred them from 
reaching hospitals. 

The Palestinian health 
ministry appealed to the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross to intervene 
to distribute medical sup- 
plies. including vaccines, to 
West Bank medical centres. 


Amnesty says widespread human rights' 
violations in Turkey in name of security 

International watchdog also censures guerrilla groups for 
'■ * deliberate and arbitrary’ killings in the name of liberation 


Amnesty International 

Report 

THE I990S HAVE seen a 
steady erosion of human 
rights in Turkey with the 
authorities attempting to 
excuse, ignore or cover up 
the abuses — like torture, 
political killings and “disap- 
pearances" — in the name of 
national security. Amnesty 
International said Tuesday as 
it launched a worldwide 
campaign on human rights 
violations in the country. 

“Why are these terrible 
things allowed to go on in 
Turkey — a society with tra- 
ditions of tolerance, a history 
of parliamentary democracy, 
whose people are admired 
and respected for their kind- 
ness and hospitality by all 
who visit the country?" 
asked Pierre Sane, Secretary 
General of Amnesty 

J International. 

"Why doesn't the Turkish 
government take steps u> 
protect its citizens from its 
security forces? The 
international intergovern- 
mental organisations also 
have a responsibility here: 
The Council of Europe, the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
fOSCE) and the United 
Nations know what Amnesty 
International knows about 
the torture, killing and disap- 
pearance — why do they 
choose not to act?” 

Amnesty International's 
new report published today 
documents the crescendo of 
human rights violations in 
Turkey during the 1990s, and 
highlights the urgent need for 
legal reforms and govern- 
mental and international 

action. 

~\ “Widespread human rights 

’ violations are taking place 
not only in the southwest but 
everywhere in Turkey, On 
the pretext of guaranteeing 


state security, the Turkish 
state is failing to safeguard 
its citizens’ own security," 
Mr. Sane said. 

“We don't understand how 
measures which permit tor- 
ture — including the torture 
of people detained on suspi- 
cion of common criminal 
offences, of vulnerable peo- 
ple, of children and of handi- 
capped persons — can con- 
tribute to the security of the 
state. On the contrary, these 
abhorrent practices put all 
Turkish citizens at risk." 

The European Committee 
for the Prevention of Torture 
(ECPT) has described the 
incidence of torture and ill- 
treatment in Turkey as 
“widespread". The U.N. 
Committee on Torture used 
the terms “systematic.” 

The 1 990s presented Turk- 
ish citizens with unprece- 
dented grounds for fear 
Extrajudicial executions and 
disappearances began to be 
committed on the streets of 
Istanbul and the capital 
Ankara, as well as in the 
cities of the Southeast, scene 
of a 12-year-old conflict with 
the Kurdish Labour Party 

(PKK). In 1995 a U-N. work- 
ing group stated that Turkey 
had been the country with the 
highest number of reported 
disappearances in the world 
in 1994. 

The assault on freedom of 
expression has taken a fur- 
ther turn for the worse. While 
the risk of being imprisoned 
for expressing opinions 
decreased during the 1990s. 
journalists now face a real 
risk of disappearing or being 
shot dead or beaten to death 
for their professional activi- 
ties. 

The human rights organisa- 
tion also expressed concern 
about the use of the Anti-Ter- 
ror Law to prosecute and 
imprison writers, publishers 
and politicians for expressing 


opinions displeasing to the 
state. 

After little more than cos- 
metic changes to the law in 
late 1995, we fear that 
imprisonments are beginning 
once again, Mr. San£ said. In 
August 1996 publisher Ayse 
Nur Zarakolu began serving 
a six-month sentence under 
the Anti-Terror Law for her 
publishing activities. Former 
parliamentary deputy 
Ibrahim Aksoy has been 
imprisoned in Ankara Cen- 
tral Closed Prison for his 
speeches and writings since 
October 1995. 

Also in August 1996 3 war- 
rant was issued for the rear- 
rest of Mehdi Zana, former 
prisoner of conscience. Hun- 
dreds of other Turkish citi- 
zens face possible imprison- 
ment under the Anti-Terror 
Law — including 184 of 
Turkey's leading writers, 
artists and publishers indict- 
ed in a single trial at Istanbul 
State Security Court. 

Successive Turkish gov- 
ernments have failed to fulfil 
the obligations they have 
freely entered into under 
international law. Police and 
gendarmes enjoy impunity 
because they are regarded as 
the guardians of the state, 
and it appears thaL the Turk- 
ish state is enjoying a similar 
exemption .from scrutiny, 
criticism and sanction by the 
international community 
because of its strategic posi- 
tion as a bonder guard of the 
western world, as well as 
because of its commercial 
and economic might. Mr. 
5an£ said. 

We want to remind the 
international community and 
those countries which have 
special relations with Turkey 
of their obligation to ensure 
that., if Turkey continues of 
refuse to cooperate with 
international human rights 
bodies, then action must be 


taken to hold Turkey to 
account. 

Amnesty International is 
also calling on countries sell- 
ing arms and military equip- 
ment to Turkey to make sure 
that the arms and equipment 
they supply is not used to 
commit human rights viola- 
tions. The human rights 
organisation has documented 
the use of U.S. and U.K.- 
made helicopters and 
armoured cars in operations 
of massive human rights vio- 
lations by the security forces 
in Kurdish-populated areas 
of the Southeast. 

Amnesty International's 
report also gives information 
about human rights abuses 
by armed opposition groups. 
Illegal opposition groups 
which have turned to vio- 
lence to pursue their political 
aims have killed unarmed 
civilians who took no part in 
the conflict. They have also 
lulled their own members in 
the name of the party, killed 
Kurdish peasants in the naipe 
of liberation and killed Mus- 
lims in the name of Islam. 
Groups responsible for such 
violations include the PKK, 
DHKP-C. TEKKO and 
IBDA-C. Some of these 
groups have deliberately and 
arbitrarily killed non-com- 
batant women, children and 
prisoners. 

Amnesty International has 
strongly and publicly con- 
demned such abuses. In the 
past three years there was 
some reduction in the num- 
ber of civilians killed by the 
PKK but the killings contin- 
ue and Amnesty 
International's members will 
therefore continue to main- 
tain their pressure. 

In contrast with the dramat- 
ic facts exposed. Amnesty 
International’s report stales 
that the conditions exist in 
Turkey for reforms which 
could decisively change the 


situation. The human rights 
organisation is putting for- 
ward a set of recommenda- 
tions to the Turkish Govern- 
ment with a view to substan- 
tially reducing the scope of 
human rights violations. 
These recommendations are: 

— to conduct thorough and 
impartial investigations into 
all the cases of reported dis- 
appearances in security 
forces custody and extrajudi- 
cial executions; 

— to ensure that prisoners 
are guarded by officers under 
the authority of the ministry 
of justice and never by police 
or gendarmerie officers; 

— to release immediately 
and unconditional all prison- 
ers of conscience; 

— to give access to legal 
counsel to all the detainees, 
including those detained on 
suspicion of offences under 
the Anti-Terror Law; 

— to reduce the maximum 
period of police detention, 
currently 30 days, so that 
detainees are brought before 
a judge without delay; 

— to abolish incommuni- 
cado detention; 

— to instruct judges that 
imprisonment for expression 
of non-violent opinions vio- 
lates international treaties 

■ signed by Turkey; and 

— not to apply the legal 
provisions which permit the 
government to block prose- 
cutions of security forces 
personnel in cases of extraju- 
dicial execution, disappear- 
ance, torture or ill-treatment 
by police or other civil ser- 
vants. 

“In summary, we are ask- 
ing the Turkish government 
to do no more than to apply 
the international legislation it 
has freely ratified as well as 
tiie domestic laws intended 
to protect the fundamental 
rights of Turkish citizens," 
Mr. Sane said. 
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Washington summit gets off to ‘a good start’ 

(Continued from page ) made by the parties. “What anti-Israeli violence; 


fact that we took up the 
president’s kind offer, 
important offer, to come 
here and to try to put the 
peace process back on 
track,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 

’’This is what we are 
doing together.” 

But he brushed off a ques- 
tion on whether he would 
order the closure of the tun- 
nel in Arab East Jerusalem 
whose opening last week 
sparked three days of vio- 
lence involving Palestinian 
police and Israeli soldiers. 

“You know our position. I 
don't think it would be wise 
to open up the discussion 
here,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 
The Israeli prime minister 
has so far refused to budge 
on requests for the tunnel to 
be closed. 

In his session < with Mr. 
Clinton, the Israeli leader 
said violence was not an 
option in resolving differ- 
ences, an Israeli source 
said. Mr. Netanyahu out- 
lined his concern to Mr. 
Clinton about Palestinian 
police using weapons 
against Israeli troops last 
week, said the source, who 
briefed Israeli reporters on 
condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Clinton told reporters 
the summit will end 
Wednesday with a state- 
ment but gave no indication 
what impact it might have. 
*’Our role is to try to help 
people get together and 
move forward,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said, adding ‘’substan- 
tive decisions” have to be 


made by the parties. “What 
the United States has done 
since I have been president 
is not to pressure anyone." 

King Hussein has pro- 
posed appointing a com- 
mission to look into the 
various aspects over Mr. 
Netanyahu’s decision Iasi 
Tuesday to open a second 
entrance ro die tunnel that 
winds around the A1 Aqsa 
Mosque. 

Asked whether he agreed 
with the King’s proposal. 
President Clinton told 

reporters: “Well, His 

Majesty and 1 had a chance 
to speak about this .very 
briefly, and we will be talk- 
ing about it more. But, as a 
matter of policy, 1 think I 
should not comment on 
anything related to what we 
might be discussing today 
and tomorrow until we 
have Finished because I 
don't want to say anything 
that even by accident might 
make our task more diffi- 
cult." 

“Our role is to cry to help 
people get together and 
move forward," said the 
president. “The substantive 
decisions are decisions 
which have to be made by 
the people who live in the 
Midale East and who will 
share its future." 

On his flight to Washing- 
ton, Mr. Netanyahu said he 
was willing to accelerate 
and intensify negotiations 
with the Palestinians on 
completing implementation 
of the 1995 Oslo self-rule 
agreements if Mr. Arafat 
will guarantee an end to 


Britain backs King’s call 


(Continued from page 1) 

responsibility-.." 

“I think it was. evidence 
of a grave deterioration in 
the relationship between 
the Israelis and the Pales- 
tinians.” said the British 
foreign secretary, adding 
that he hoped that Mr. 
Netanyahu “can help revive 
the peace process in an 
imaginative way.” 

Mr. Rifkind, whose coun- 
try was alone among fellow 
members of the European 


Mubarak 

( Continued from page 1) 

ingtoo. In an imerview pub- 
lished Tuesday by the 
Israeli daily Maariv newspa- 
per, Mr. Mubarak said he 
urged Mr. Arafat to auend dur- 
ing their meeting Monday. 

"I told him. you must go. 
You must explain your posi- 
tion. He said to me, they will 
pressure me in Washington. I 
replied, how will they pressure 
you? After all. you’ve acting 


Union (EU) in welcoming 
Tuesday’s Arab-Israeli 
summit in Washington, said 
the meeting should “deal 
with the immediate cause 
of the drama of the last few 
days and that involves 
some agreement on the tun- 
nel... ” 

Simultaneously, he said, 
it was more important to 
relaunch the peace process 
itself. 

Notwithstanding 
international criticism as 
pressure on the Israeli gov- 


for the good of your people,” 
Mr. Mubarak told Maariv. 

He also said his decision to 
'stay away was partly to satisfy 
Egyptian public opinion, 
which was against his going 
after the violence against 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Mubarak told reporters 
that by joining the summit, he 
feared giving credence to Mr. 
Netanyahu's remarks blaming 
the Palestinians entirely for the 
outbreak of violence. 

Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
also said Egypt decided to skip 


anti-Israeli violence; 

“I call upon the two par- 
ties to meet at an appropri- 
ate venue for intensive and 
continuous negotiations 
until we each an accord,” 
he said, saying the talks 
should focus at first on 
Israel's long-overdue with- 
drawal from the Hebron. 

Under the peace agree- 
ment signed 12 months ago 
in Washington by Mr. 
Arafat and the late Israeli 
Labour leader Yitzhak 
Rabin, Israel was to hand 
80 per cent of Hebron over 
to the Palestinians, leaving 
only a small army forces to 
protect some 450 Jewish 
settlers living in the city of 
120.000. 

Mr. Netanyahu wants sig- 
nificant modifications to 
the plan lo improve ' the 
safety of the settlers, while 
the Palestinians have ruled 
out any but minor changes. 

The issue was dramatical- 
ly complicated by last 
week’s fighting. 

It was far from clear early 
Tuesday if Mr. Netanyahu's 
offer to pick up the pace of 
negotiations without offer- 
ing specific measures or a 
timetable for implementa- 
tion of outstanding self-rule 
accords would suffice. 

Chief Palestinian peace 
negotiator Saeb Erakat said 
before coming to Washing- 
ton that the Palestinians 
wanted the summit to yield 
“deeds not more words" 
after four months of stalling 
and backtracking by Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
coalition government. 


emment, said Mr. Rifkind, 
the only real choice facing 
both sides was to advance 
the peace process or to her- 
ald more violence. 

“The Israelis, and for that 
matter the Palestinians, are 
in a cul-de-sac. There is 
nowhere else to go other 
than the peace process. So 
the real choice is either tak- 
ing forward the peace 
process now. or seeing 
renewed outbreaks of vio- 
lence which go on for 
months or years "“There is 
no alternative for either 
Israelis or Palestinians," he 
added. 


the summit in Washington 
when it saw that Mr. 
Netanyahu would be inflexi- 
ble. 

“It was clear that he does not 
want to move and does not 
want to change his attitude. All 
his positions were constant 
and total ‘noes’,’’ Mr. Musa 
told the London-based news- 
paper AJ HayaL. 

“If this was the position he 
was going to take in the sum- 
mit. then the summit... would 
meet with rejection, serious 
rejection by Israel," he added. 


Israel tries to play down criticism 


(Continued from page 1) 

letter, as summarised in the 
embassy statement, did not 
refer at all to Jordan's com- 
plaint that Israel was not 
abiding by the provisions of 
agreements with the King- 
dom, including the October 
1994 peace treaty and the 
Washington Declaration. 

Id both documents. Israel 
acknowledged Jordan’s 
“special role” in Islamic 
holy sites in Arab 
Jerusalem. As such, Jordan 
argued, Israel was duty- 
bound to inform the King- 
dom of any of its plans that 
had any relevance to the 
holy sites — something 
Israel did not do. 

In its letter on Tuesday, 
Israel defended itself 
against Jordanian criticism 
by citing technical and 
commercial aspects of the 
tunnel and reaffirming its 
“wholehearted commit- 
ment" to the Middle East 
peace process. 

Israel asserted that that 
its moves vis-a-vis the tun- 
nel did not violate its agree- 
ments with the Palestinians 
and that the structure does 
not pose any threat to the 
Islamic holy sites and that 
the project did not involve 
confiscation of private prop- 
erty in the Holy City. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
has acknowledged that the 
opening of a new entrance 
to the tunnel that runs along 
the AJ Aqsa Mosque com- 
pound did not appear u> 
pose any structural threat. 

But the King emphasised 
that the move had to do with 


the issue of sovereignty 
over Arab East Jerusalem. 

The statement issued by 
the Israeli embassy in 
Amman said the letter reit- 
erated Israel's “total and 
wholehearted commitment 
to the continuation of the 
peace process" and “pointed 
out that in the course of 
Israel’s many contacts with 
the Arab World (and even 
before the recent incidents 
took place), Israel referred 
to steps it, was taking in 
order to advance the peace 
process." 

Among the steps that the 
letter cited were the meet- 
ings between Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat — who 
it titled “chairman of the 
Palestinian Council” — and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
defence minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai, the setting up of 
a common agenda to “com- 
plete the implementation of 
the interim (autonomy) ■ 
agreement,” periodical eas- 
ing of the blockade of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
and the establishment of a 
steering committee to 
resolve outstanding issues. 

“These steps give evi- 
dence of Israel’s continued 
commitment to achieve 
peace with the Palestini- 
ans," said the embassy state- 
ment 

As to the reopening of the 
tunnel itself, the statement 
asserted that “the restoration 
of the tunnel was undertak- 
en as part of an ongoing 
effort by Israel both to 
reveal major archaeological 


finds in Jerusalem and to 
improve the tourism infra- 
structure of the Old City." 

“The tunnel itself, which 
dates back from ancient 
times, allows pedestrians to 
enter one of the oldest sub- 
terranean paths in Jerusalem 
from the Western Wall plaza 
and exit onto the Via 
Dolorosa,” it said. “No part 
of the tunnel runs under- 
neath the Temple Mount," it 
added, using the Israeli 
name for the Haram A1 
Sharif complex which hous- 
es the A1 Aqsa and Dome of 
die Rock mosques. 

According to the Israeli 
statement, the 488-metre 
tunnel was “re-excavated 
under the supervision of 
archaeologists and engi- 
neers," and “no archaeolog- 
ical or religious sites were 
damaged in its construc- 
tion." “The tunnel’s restora- 
tion did not endanger any 
buildings or other structures 
in the Old City,” and "no 
private property was expro- 
priated, condemned or oth- 
erwise confiscated in order 
to accomplish this project,” 
said the statement. 

It also asserted that the 
“restoration of the tunnel 
di<j not violate the interim 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians as 
archaeological restorations 
in Jerusalem are not covered 
by the document.” 

"The opening of the tun- 
nel will increase the access 
by tourists to the Via 
Dolorosa from the Western 
Plaza, thereby benefiting 
merchants in the Muslim 
Quarter,” it said. 
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IMF predicts 6.5 per cent Women exceed men in most 


rowth for Jordan in ‘96 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— Developing countries 
will post growth of more 
than six per cent this year 
and next in response to 
economic ‘ recovery in 
Mexico and Argentina, 
stronger momentum in 
Africa and a more sus- 
tainable pace in Asia, the 
IMF has said. 

The International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF), in its 
semi-annual World Eco- 
nomic Outlook report, 
found that Chile would 
be the best performer in 
Latin America, with a 
growth rate of 7.4 per 
cent in 1996. 

The IMF also found 
that Brazil has begun to 
check its inflation, which 
should come to 12.3 per 
cent in 1996. 

In Mexico, which saw a 
seven per cent contrac- 
tion in gross domestic 
product m 1995 in the 
wake of its currency cri- 
sis. growth should come 
to 3.6 per cent this year. 

Argentina is also likely 
to' post positive growth 
this year of 2.5 per cent 
after* a 4.4 per cent 
decline in 1995. Inflation 
will likely be held to 0.3 
per cent, its lowest level 
in 15 years. 

In Africa, where 
growth should come to 
five per cent this year 
after three per cent in 
1995. the IMF has also 
detected positive trends 
as countries experience 
the benefits of structural 
reform and lower infla- 
tion. 

Consumer prices in 
Africa are likely to rise 
21.3 per cent this year 
after increasing 32.1 per 
cent in 1995. 

The IMF found that 
South Africa would have 
solid four per cent 
growth in 1996 despite 
nigh rates of unemploy- 
ment 

Growth would come to 
9.2 per cent in Morocco, 
following minus 6.9 per 
cent last year, while in 
Algeria gross domestic 
product is projected to 
expand by 4.2 per cent 
with inflation held to 
1 6.9 per cent, down from 
30 per cent in 1995. 

In the Middle East, the 
IMF said the Israeli 
economy will grow by 
5.1 per cent this year ana 


that of Jordan by 6 J per 
cent 

In Asia the strong 
growth rates of the last 
two years, 9.1 and 8.6 
per cent should slow to 
around eight per cent in 
die face of budgetary 
restrictions applied in 
several countries to avert 
overheating. 

Inflation among Asian 
developing countries 
should be held to 7.9 per 
cent in 1996, compared 
with 10.9 per cent last 
year. 

China's unsustainable 
growth rates of the early 
1990s have been scaled 
back to around nine per 
cent according- to the 
report. 

But the IMF uiged 
stepped up reforms in the 
public sector to ensure 
continued progress in the 
campaign against infla- 
tion. 

Consumer prices in 
China are expected to 
rise nine per cent this 


year after 10.2 per cent in 
1995. The World Eco- 
nomic Outlook said after 
five years of declines, 
countries switching to 
free- market systems 
could see their 
economies stabilise in 
1996 and grow four per 
cent next year. 

Eight “transition” 
countries are poised to 
experience growth 
greater than five per cent 
in 1996. They include 
Poland, the Czech and 
Slovac republics, Geor- 
gia and Armenia. 

Russia's gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) , is 
expected to decline 1.3 
per cent in 1996, but con- 
ditions are in place for a 
rise in 1997. said the 
IMF, which signed a $10 
billion support pro- 
gramme for Russian eco- 
nomic reforms this year. 

Russian inflation, 
meanwhile, is expected 
to be 5 1 per cent in 1996, 
down from 190 per cent 
the previous year. Prices 


August, IM 
The GDP 


even declined slightly in 
August, IMF said. 

The GDP of Ukraine is 
expected to decline eight 
per cent, down from 1K8 
per cent last year. Bul- 
garia, with an unchanged 
GDP and an inflation 
rate of 73 per cent, is 
saddled with a deficit 


that'frightens banks. 

Inflation has plunged in 
the Baltic republics, and 
prices have almost sta- 
bilised in Croatia. 

Hungary saw. a contrac- 
tion in its GDP — a 1.2 
per cent increase in 1996 
compared with a 1.5 per 
cent increase the previ- 
ous year — as a result of 
a tighter fiscal policy and 
the slowdown in Europe. 
The World Economic 
Outlook said the United 
States could face rising 
wage and price pressures 
and would benefit from 
tighter monetary poli- 
cies. 

President Bill Clinton 
has argued that with 
gains in worker, produc- 
tivity the U.S. economy 
can maintain strong 
growth rates and low 
unemployment without 
aggravating inflation. 

In the absence of clear 
inflationary signs, the 
U.S. central bank last 
week decided to leave its 
key federal funds rate 
unchanged at 5.25 per 
cent. 

But according to the 
IMF: “Margins of 

unused resources in the 
economy appear to be 
virtually exhausted and 
the unemployment rate 
has fallen to a level that 
in the past has been asso- 
ciated -with rising wage 
and price pressures. 

“In these circum- 
stances, some tightening 
of monetary conditions 
would seem appropriate 
to reduce the risk of a 
pickup in inflation that 
would require more 
severe and potentially 
more disruptive policy 
actions at a later stage,” 
the report pointed out 
The IMF, which pre- 
dicted economic growth 
of 2.4 per cent in the 
United States this year 
and 2.3 per cent in 1997, 
also urged the Clinton 
administration to under- 
take further efforts to 
balance the federal bud- 
get. 

Consumer price hikes 
in both years were fore- 
casted at 2.8 per cent 


l HE Daily Crossword by Matthew Higgins 


ACROSS 
, 1 Chess piece 
5 Julie Christie 
role 

9 Burden 

13 Turkish title 

14 — system 

15 Hay unit 

16 Check 

17 Upright 

18 Sea eagle ' 

19 Founded: abbr. 

20 Andrew 
Greeley's 
fictional priest 

22 Funny 
DeGeneres 

24 — Magnon 

25 Louisiana 
waters 

27 JD or Pierre 

32 Michael Caine 
film 

33 Refuge 

34 Unity 

35 Author Anita 

36 Carries 

37 Ancient, 
affectedly 

38 Big — , CA 

39 Mail, e.g. 

40 Artist's subject 

41 Ell, often 

43 While water, 
area 

44 Sleuth, for short 

45 Blaspheme 

46 Sweet lady of 
- song 

51 Crone 

54 King toppers 

55 Longest river of 
France 

56 Reveal 

57 Laurel, for one 

58 External 

59 Novelist Wister 

60 Wine 

61 Hwys. 

62 Midge 

DOWN 

1 Peel 

2 Notable periods 

3 Famed Yankee 
hurler 

4 A Bobbsey twin 

5 Navigational 
. , device 


h |2 13 J4 


|5 l6 (7 18 


19 [10 111 M2 


29 30 1 31 
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© 1996 Tribung Media Services. Inc. 
AB rights reserved. 


6 “Smart" guy 

7 Pool necessity 

8 Some are 
definite 

9 Trtania's 
husband 

10 Not one 

11 Forearm bone 

12 Observed 

14 Tennis champ, 
Monica 

20 Sad 

21 Emerald isle 
23 Clark's girl 

25 Light wood 

26 Vocally 

27 “...Miss Muffet 
— a tuffer 

28 Declare 

29 "Cactus Flower" 
actress 

30 Concluded 

31 Dances 
33 Ecce — ! 

36 French flag 

37 Blunderer's 
expression 

39 Suit to — 


□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 

■□□□ □□□□□ EH9GQ 

□□□□□□□□□□ □ana 
□□□ □□□□ □□□□□□ 
h □□□□ □□□□ ■ 

□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□ 
auaas □□□□ □□□□ 

□□□□ □□□□□ EHBE 
□ODD naas □□□HQ 

Iqbhdqdhq □□□□□□ 

H □□□□ □□□□ ■ 

!□□□□□□ □□□□ □mil 
QHHD □□□□□□□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□QQ DHKSQI 
□□□D □□□□□ □□□□ 


.40 Queen of Scots 

42 Fair" (1952 
hit song) 

43 More impolite 

45 Worries 

46 File 

47 Numerical prefix 


48 Char 

49 Joint ailment 

50 Ceremony 

52 Type of code 

53 Well-bred chap 
56 Cranberry or 

peat area 


management skills — study 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Women do a better job than 
men in 28 of 31 key man- 
agement categories, includ- 
ing keeping productivity 
high and generating ideas, 
but they do poorly at han- 
dling frustration, a new 
study has reported. 

This was a departure from 
traditional presumptions, 
which credit women with 
being nurturing team play- 
ers at work but not with 
skills associated with top 
management, one of the 
study's authors told 
Reuters. 

“Women have traditional- 
ly been given credit for 
being good in terms of intu- 
itive skills ... and the study 
confirmed that they do do 
well and outperform men in 
that area,” said Janet Irwin, 
who wrote the study dis- 
tributed by the non-profit 


Foundation for Future 
Leadership. 

“But the study also 
showed that women were 
even stronger in more 

logic-based skills like ... 
getting things done on time, 
producing high-quality 
work, gene rating ideas, 
problem-solving and plan- 
ning,’' Ms. Irwin said. 

Women were even with 
men in one area — delegat- 
ing responsibility — and 
were behind in the ability to 
handle pressure and cope 
with their own frustration, 
the study said. 

Ms. Irwin said only two 
per cent of chief executive 
officers at major U.S. cor- 
porations were women, 
which means the study 
could be a “wake-up call 
for corporate America.” 

“If we're going to win the 
war for an improved econo- 


my, a strong economy, cre- 
ating better jobs and more 
jobs, we’re going to need 
women. ... in those top 
slots,” Ms Irwin said. 

The study did not aim to 
single out gender differ- 
ences at the outset but 
rather to identify leadership 
abilities. Clear differences 
between men and women 
became apparent as the data 
were analysed, she said. 

The study reviewed 6,403 
questionnaires dealing with 
915 corporate workers. The 
workers themselves filled 
out the questionnaires, as 
did their supervisors, subor- . 
dictates and peers. The pro- 
portion of men to women 
was 70 per cent to 30 per 
cent, about the same ratio 
as in the overall U.S. man- 
agement workforce, Ms. 
Irwin said. 

The 31 areas of manage- 


ment ability surveyed were 
broken down into seven cat- 
egories: Problem-solving, 
pl anning, controlling, man- 
aging self, managing rela- 
tionships, leading and com- 
municating. While women 
did better than men in 28 of 
the 31 and excelled by a 
wide margin in 25, they 
were behind in a key area 
that was not pan of the 
study: Self-promotion. 

“Women, I think, have 
been raised traditionally to 
be good little girls and ... 
women translate that to 
mean, ‘if I just do a good 
job, people will come 
around and notice me and 
give me rewards for it,’ and 
that just isn’t the case,” Ms. 
Irwin said. “Women have to 
be more assertive in 
demanding recognition for 
their efforts ” 


Gas project puts pressure on Qatar 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
project launched by Qatar to 
tap its enormous gas 
resources has begun to put 
pressure on the Gulf stale’s 
economy as it finds itself 
forced to seek funds from 
abroad, an official report has 
showed. 

Loans from banks in Japan 
and other countries for the 
biggest liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) venture in the wold 
bumped up Qatar's debt to 
around $5 J billion at the end 
of 1995 from $3.98 billion at 
the end of 1994, the Arab 
Corporation for Investment 
Guarantee (ACIG) said. 

The increase pushed up the 
ratio of die debt to the gross 
domestic product (GDP) to 
around 77 per cent from 57 
percent while defat servicing 
jumped to 19.9 percent from 


nine per cent, the Arab 
T ^ag iie affiliate said. 

The ratio between debt ser- 
vicing to exports also dou- 
bled to around 44 per cent 
from 22 per cent in the same 
period. 

These levels show that the 
Qatari debt servicing is a 
heavy burden on the coun- 
try's economy. It also nega- 
tively affects toe current 
account," the AQG report 
said. 

From around $13 billion 
in 1994, toe deficit in toe cur- 
rent account soared to $1.95 
billion in 1995. This boosted 
its level to 273 per cent of toe 
GDP from 192 per cent, 
AQG said in a study. 

It showed toe Qatari current 
account suffered from a large 
shortfall despite toe large 
capital inflow, which totalled 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


"If I learned to eat fire In the circus, 
you think I could bum off this fat?” 


Peanuts 


WELL, JIT WAS OKAY. YOU 
HOW WAS/ SHOULD HAVE 
SCHOOL? 1 BEEN THERE.. 


. MAYBE SO.. 
IVE BEEN LYING 
HERE UNDER THE 
BED ALL DAY 
^ THINKING.. ^ 


Andy Capp 
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15.9 billion Qatari riyals 
($425 billion ). They includ- 
ed around 242 per cent in 
foreign investment 

Qatar has been involved in 
three joint projects with for- 
eign partners to exploit its 
North Field, the biggest sin- 
gle reservoir of natural gas in 
toe wodd. It holds an estimat- 
ed 7.1 trillion cubic metres 
(236.6 trillion cubic feet). 

The projects, one of which 
will start production in 1997, 
will produce between 16 mil- 
lion and 21 million tonnes 
when all are completed in 
2005. 


To get toe projects off the 
ground, Qatar has struck sup- 
ply deals with customers 
from Japan and South Korea 
while it reached letters of 
intent for LNG experts to 
T hailand , India and other 
countries. 

In 1995, toe government- 
controlled Qatargas, one of 
the key LNG ventures, signed 
its biggest loan for $2 billion 
with Japanese and European 
banks while it borrowed 
another $200 milli on from 
the Japanese Export-Import 
Bank to finance gas storage 
operations. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ tqr Hand AmaM and MBia Aiylrion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordenary wonts. 


New day. 
same old grind 


STOUJ 


emonna MdiSaMiaa. kc 
wnynmnut 


BLAWR 


LENKEN 


CAFUTE 


Print answer horecj 


THE TRA5HMAN 
FELT HIS HARP 
WORK WAS 


Now arrange the aided letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CYNIC QUOTA MEMOIR BARROW 
Answer How the wardrobe model felt at the end of 
the day -■WORN" OUT 


I WONDER IF I 
COULD JUST SKIP 
KINPER6ARTEN... 



I COULD JU5T 
5 GO RIGHT ON 
3 TO THE HEAVY 
I STUFF.. 



I BELIEVE 
SHE’S GOT 
“ A LOVED/ ✓ 
PLACE-) 

l TOLD J 


fT*S GOT EVERY KNOWN 
■y- CONVENIENCE ^ 

r ~ m EXCEPT RZEE ^ 
BCMRDAN& LODGMGS 1 






HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY OCTO- 
BER 2 , 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll j - 

Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19). Quietly handle 
today whatever chances to 
advance in your career 
activities come your way. 
You can benefit greatly 
from them. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to meet with those in 
authority and discuss new 
■projects. 

TAURUS: {April 20 to 
May 21) Plan bow to 
assist a good friend today 
who has a strange difficul- 
ty and -you get fine coop- 
eration from this person 
with your career activi- 
ties. This evening will be 
quite successful if you 
meet with those in author- 
ity. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Yon can express 
your finest talents today 
in the business world and If* 
gain success through your 
career activities. Be care- 
ful later this evening in 
handli ng credit matters so 
that you will have extra 
funds for the days ahead. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(Jane 22 to July. 21) Han- 
dling new interests is fine 
.today provided you plan 
wisely how best to- pro- 
-cedd -'first in whatever are 
your business concerns. 
Later this evening you can 
complete any new project 
in efficient mariner and 
gain much success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You can have to make 
changes in whatever you 
are doing for your mate 
today, so go along with 
them cheerfully and you 
can handle any situation. 
Later tors evening will be #1 
good for your success in 
your career activities. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You get 
more data about pending 
projects today. and you 
can become more suc- 
cessful with them if you 
do consult with a knowl- 
edgeable person. Later 
..this evening you cat meet 
with elose friends and 
have a wonderful time. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) This is a 
good day today to bright- 
en up your surroundings 
and be more comfortable 
Listen to suggestions 
from . fellow associates 
concerning your career 
activities and use whatev- 
er is mentioned to your 
best advantage. ■ f \ 
SCORPIO: (October 23 ’ 
to November 21 > Your 
plans with your mate have 
to be . revised in the 
evening, however tills 
happens* for the best. In 
die tnoraing today you 
canmeet with knowledge- 
able people and . handle' 
any situation w&eb is pre- 
sent for you to succeed. • 
SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You are able today 
to make your home- more 
channmg'and barinonidas 
;fbr those who live under 
your root Have a dinner 
party tonight and invite.' 
.those dose ■ tripods . who 1 
can make the evening .a 
festive time for you. 
CAPRICORN: (Deceit 
ber-.- 22'. to January 20) 
Study correspondence- 
well today before ' you 
answer Them and be 
inspired by wise thoughts. 

Later this evening wiD'fee, 
good for you to meet witot, 
a bigwjg and discoss your ' 
career activities and hOw.- 
to make them more pros-' 1 
perous. . 

AQlMiUS:'(Jaau»y 

to February 19) You see'- 
ways today of addifig to 
present assets and income 
'So stake .the best of this 
toforinatton-and you can 
gam financial success, 
Wait, -until • later- fois 
evening for toe best oossfc 
bte. results .and don’t rato 
I into brash decisions,' ■'*•••, 
:^®CES: ; (F^)rtiary 2Q : t6 
.March 30). You have a. 

: good idea ■, for:. • gaining 

your . cherished ' wishes 
* 50 ' asajkt. • evejy 
effort to make (hem areal-' 

% idra saowi 
oau for gnesat results 'so. 

best of this sifttf 
atiOn in-foe days ahead fik 
ytfor success.'- ■ •: Ha* 
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Shareholders may breathe new life 
in Amman Bank for Investment next week 


By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan 1 
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MMAN — Negotiations 
that the Arab Bank has been 
holding with the Central 
Bank of Jordan to buy the 


Times 

troubled Amman Bank for 
Investment (ABI) were put 
on hold, temporarily pending 
an ordinary and an extraor- 
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d'mary general assembly 
meetings of the ABI share- 
holders next week. 

The session will discuss 
the normal annual items that 
usually include the financial 
results for [he year ending 


on Dec. 31. 1995, the report 
of the auditor and the report 
of the board of directors. 
However, the discussions at 
the extraordinary session 
will be extremely important 
as the decision to be taken 


will determine the fate of 
ABI. 

The agenda for the extra- 
ordinary session that will 
held on Thursday, Oct 10, 
1996 covers the following. 

I) Cancelling the general 


assembly decision taken last 
year to raise the ABI capital 
by JD 10 million. 

2) Restructuring the capi- 
tal by reducing the ABI cap- 
ital from JD 15 million to JD 
5 million in order to amor- 


tise losses, and then, raising 
it by JD 15 million to 
become JD 20 million. 

3) Amending the Articles 
of Association and internal 
regulations. 

The ABI's seventh annual 
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report {1995 1 revealed that 
the bank’s troubles were the 
result of leaked information 
about the amount that was 
recommended by an 
international and indepen- 
dent auditor to be taken as 
allocation for doubtful debis 
and investments. 

“The information that was 
leaked about the reevalua- 
tion of the bank’s assets had 
a great negative effect on the 
ABI shares which accelerat- 
ed in a downward spiral,” 
the report said pointing out 
that the situation prevented 
the board of directors from 
increasing the capital of the 
bank As such, the report 
added, “the Central Bank 
moved to negotiate with one 
of the leading Jordanian 
banks to sell it ABI to ensure 
the safety of the banking 
system." 

According to the report of 
the auditor, ABI has an 
accumulated loss of JD 
32,771,184 as of Dec. 31. 
1995. The deficit in the 
shareholders' equity is JD 
15 million, the auditor said 
in the report He noted that 
in accordance with the com- 
panies law, the bank is fac- 
ing obligatory liquidation 
unless the general assembly 
decides to increase the capi- 
tal. 

The repon said that the 
■bank has taken JD 15 mil- 
lion of allocation for doubt- 
ful debt in 1995 and, conse- 
quently, the allocations 
taken in this regard become 
JD 23.3 million or 37 per 
cent of the overall outstand- 
ing credit facilities. By 
adding another JD 6.3 mil- 
lion of allocations on the 
investments of the bank the 
grand amount of allocations 
rise to JD 29.6 million. 

The annual report con- 
cluded that the future pro- 
gramme of the bank will be 
to restructure the capital, 
obtain, enough* • ' -liquidity 
from the Central Bank dur- 
ing a- transitional' period, sell 
long-term investments over 
three years to generate liq- 
uidity, increase deposits, 
mainly from the private sec- 
tor and concentrate on acti- 
vating present loans and 
refraining from extending 
new credit facilities. 
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Lack of incentives discourages 
research , development activities 
at Jordanian industries 

** MOST JORDANIAN industries have no research 
and development activities because of the absence of 
government incentives to undertake such pro- 
grammes. said Munif Hijazi, a consultant who was 
engaged by the Jordan Export Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corporation to assist in a study on 
Jordan's food industries. The consultant indicated that 
the absence of competition to Jordanian products in 
the local market, due to customs protection, has wiped 
out the incentives to develop the Jordanian products 
and to achieve higher competitivity in export markets. 

He pointed out that the inability of the Jordanian 
food industries to strongly venture into new markets 
was due to the absence of market strategies at most of 
the industries and the lack of information in Jordan 
about non-traditionai markets. According to Mr. 
Hijazi, there are no qualified marketing personnel in 
Jordan who are capable to change the factors that cre- 
ate or intensify the hindrances to the entry of Jordan- 
ian products and goods to new markets. ~v 

Noting that Jordanian food industries have their 
exports limited to traditional market. Dr. Hijazi 
observed that these industries give much importance 
to the local market but not the same degree of interest 
to outside markets. The consultant stressed the cus- 
toms tariff as being one of the most factors that should 
be studied to enter the export markets. Luckily, he 
said, Jordan as one of the developing countries is 
included in the list of most countries which adopt the 
generalised system of preferences (GSP). Further- 
more, the GATT agreement has allowed its member 
states to implement the exemptions mentioned in the 
said system. The GSP gives the privilege of a reduc- 
tion in customs tariffs to the lowest level and even the 
exemption may not normally include the processed 
agricultural products and the value added tax. 

Among other important factors related to external 
trade. Dr. Hijazi listed the quota system. He explained 
that this quota is applied in most countries and thai it 
must not be exceeded in terms of quannty or value 
because otherwise, higher customs tariffs will be 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 1 8 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^drde^riwf 1 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 j 


^ WE SEND 
~ ■ FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ). » 

* Fresh & Dry 1 Flowers ^ 
Production & Designe 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Qoatityl in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
atm 30% 


20 x 30 am 


j. J Um Uthainah 

1 Madina M. Street 

Telefax l-( 811395 )" 
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FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
A xVILLAS 
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G SERVICES 

BYBL05 

829882-829883 




SEAL ESTATE 


i_, FOR 
I RENT 

I Ji-lu\(: SiilflS 


■) ApnfWinvnis 

in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax, 864231 



OivmmiPiA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
[EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 
sivar/figf 

( SPECIAL PRICES ^ 
l FOR LONGTERM - STAY J 


-ABDOUN - ; 

TEL. 8101 50 , KA \ X 27 1)3 


B05IM ; 


The best of N.Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tel: i 

-.Next: to 


ttapptftfeifs 
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& S*i*uU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10AJH-IJLM 
Tel. 5537199; . 
Past 898537 ! 

T imm tjthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


<Sjf> 

crown hona. 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING I 


■ TENMS COUHT 



Tot 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


DOLLAR 


non a out 


Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 



USAVE 


AUTORENTAL, 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


" Hummi ; the rit'ht to hOv vr 
. Lack <7 mi coon tiim\ 


Call 858874/ 5 


AL HASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



Offices for rent in an excaQent central location 
Aim 120, 250, 450 square meters . 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate deOveiy . Rates to be determined after inspection 


Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 



Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuiaine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 -11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 
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Tyson ordered to pay 
ex-trainer $4 million 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson, who parted 
company with Kevin 
Rooney when he talked to 
the press about the world 
heavyweight champion's 
marriage to actress Robin 
Givens, was ordered to pay 
his ex-trainer $4.1 million 
on Monday. 

A court in Albany ruled 
that the world heavyweight 
champion did not have just 
cause 10 sack Rooney in 
1988. 

Rooney had accused the 
boxer of failing to honour a 
verbal contract made by 
Tyson's late mentor. Cus 
D" Amato, promising him a 
lifetime job with a guaran- 
teed 10 per cent cut of the 
boxer's winnings. 

Tyson's lawyer said the 
boxer knew nothing about 
such a contract. 

“I am going to appeal this 



Mike Tyson 

decision," 


Tyson 


unjust 
said. 

Rooney, who had sued for 
$49 million, said: “I never 
expected $49 million but 
you can't take blood from a 
stone. They came in with 


what they feel is a just ver- 
dict and I'm not going to 
argue with it” 

Tyson added: “If Kevin 
would have asked me for 
four million dollars I would 
have given it to him." 



Eric Bjornson (L) from the Dallas Cowboys scores a touchdown as Michael 
Zordich from the Philadelphia Eagles- tries to pull him down in the first quarter 
of NFL action in Philadelphia on. Dallas won 23 to 19 (Reuters photo) 


Wright 
apologises 
for Pleat 
comments 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Arsenal striker Ian Wright 
on Monday apologised" to 
Sheffield Wednesday man- 
ager David Pleat for his 
remarks about him in a 
national newspaper. 

Wright allegedly called 
Pleat “a pervert’’ following 
criticism from Pleat in 
Arsenal's 4-1 win over 
Wednesday in a recent 
Premiership match at the 
north London club. 

Pleat called for an inquiry 
after Wright was caught on 
television pulling the 
dreadlocks of Wednesday's 
Dutchman Re si Blinker 
and stamping on Yugoslav 
defender Defan Stefanovic. 

The FA have written to 
Wright asking for his obser- 
vations on the comments, 
which refened (o newspaper 
revelations nine years ago 
that Pleat was cautioned bv 
police three times for kerb- 
crawling. 

Wright said on sky TV: “It 
was said in a jovial manner 
at the end of a very long day. 
People were firing all sorts 
of questions and I didn't 
think it would be published. 

“It was just a joke. I didn't 
think it would come out that 
way." said the Gunners' 
striker. “It was not meant to 
offend anyone and I can't 
apologise enough. I have 
spoken to David Pleat and 
I'm very pleased that he 
accepted my apology.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Celtic warn Van Hooydonk 

EDINBURGH (AFP) — Celtic Monday wanted Pierre 
Van Hooydonk to learn humility or quit the club. Manager 
Tommy Bums and chairman Fergus McCann were united 
in their stance with the Dutchman who has made himself 
unpopular with the club officials. And Burets made it crys- 
tal clear that the Dutchman, who the club say wants a 
transfer unless granted a wage increase, must climb down 
or leave Celtic. Van Hooydonk hit out at Celtic in various 
media interviews over the weekend after he was left out of 
Saturday's old firm match with Rangers despite being fit 
to play. On Monday Bums, who dismissed doubts about 
his own contractual position at Celtic, also revealed he 
would not have selected Van Hooydonk against Rangers 
even if he had not been in dispute with the player. Celtic 
reject the striker's claim that he has not asked for a move 
and insisted Van Hooydonk has not been fulfilling various 
contractual duties such as speaking to the media and 
undertaking charity work. Asked what Van Hooydonk has 
to do to revive his Celtic career, after scoring 52 goals 
since arriving from Nac Breda in January 1995. Bums said 
succinctly: “Learn humility.'" 

Austria’s Mader injured 

VIENNA (R) — Austria’s Guenther Mader must take a 10 
to 14-day break from training after injuring a ligament but 
should be fit again for the start of the Alpine Skiing World 
Cup next month. Mader’s doctor Andreas Lotz said on 
Monday the 32-year-old veteran had suffered a small tear 
in the upper side ligament of his left leg when he twisted 
his ankle during fitness training in Innsbruck last Friday. 
But coach Robert Trenkwalder believes Mader. runner-up 
in the overall World Cup standings in 1995 and 1996, 
should recover in time for the opening giant slalom on a 
glacier at Soelden on October 27. “I am optimistic that he 
will be fit again for Soelden.” Trenkwalder said. 


Edberg pulls out of Lyon tourney 

LYON (R) — A bout of flu has forced Stefan Edberg out 
of the Lyon Grand Prix which began on Monday. 
Organisers said he had telephoned them to say he would 
not be fit to play until the weekend. Edberg. seeded seven, 
rejected an offer to have his first round match postponed 
until Wednesday. 


Malaysia to ask IAAF 
to change World Cup dates 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Malaysia will try to persuade 
the International Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF) to 
change the dates for the 1998 World Cup to -avoid a dash 
with the Commonwealth games. 

*1 think there is still room for us to persuade them," 
Muhyiddin Yassin, the youth and sports minister, said 
Tuesday. 

Muhyiddin was responding to IAAF President Primo 
Nebiolo’s warning that the Commonwealth games must fit 
in with the world athletics body. 

The three-day World Cup will open in Johannesburg on 
September 11. The Commonwealth games athletics in 
Kuala Lumpur are scheduled for September 13-20. 

Malaysian Amateur Athletics Association President 
Khalid Yunus and Malaysian Olympic Council President 
Hamzah Abu Samah. who have been assigned to negotiate 
with the IAAF, have yet to speak to Nebiolo. 

“We have not given up hope and I believe they will con- 
tinue with the efforts,” Muhyiddin said. “It's still not too 
late because we have two years ... until then we hope there 
will be a change in the IAAF's stand." 

Muhyiddin said they would not propose a change of the 

Commonwealth games athletics dates although the LAAF 
had initially promised there would be at least a week 
between the World Cup and the games. 

“I am still worried that the athletes will choose one of the 
two meets and priority is sure to be given to the World 
Cup," said Muhyiddin. referring to the IAAF’s decision to 
introduce “substantial” prize money. 

“If this happens we will not be able to attract the world 

champions to the Commonwealth games “ Muhyiddin 
added. 


Spotlight on race in 
Italian national squad 


ROME (AFP) — Italy are set to field 
their first black footballer of the modem 
era this week, but Foggia defender Dayo 
Joseph Oshadogan believes his country is 
not yet a truly multi-racial society. 

Oshadogan, who has a Nigerian father 
and an Italian mother, was bom in Genoa 
20 years ago. But he made headlines at 
the weekend when under-21 coach 
Cesare Maldini called up him for the 
forthcoming matches against Moldova 
and Georgia. 

He was not taken aback by the front- 
page press coverage, which also high- 
lighted the historical precedent set by 
Miguel Montuori. a mixed race 
Argentine who played for Italy A in the 
mid-1950s. 

“I was convinced it would be like that,” 
he said. “Even though Italy wants to be 
perceived as a modem nation, our people 
are not yet used to being in a multi-racial 
country, like in the United States for 
example. 

“In other sports. Carlton Myers (bas- 
ketball), Fiona May (.athletics) and 
Patrizio Kalambay (boxing) have all rep- 
resented Italy. But the average Italian, 
without him being a racist, is not used to 
seeing a coloured person in a national 
team, and especially not the football 
team. 

“I feel. like any other youth of my age.” 
he said at the Borghesiana training 
ground here, but added: “I have met the 
occasional Cretin who had something to 


say about the colour of my skin. 

"It happened at school, but what really 
counts is attaching the right amount of 
importance to things.' 

What counts now, aside from Foggia, 
his studies and a passion for the violin, is 
making a dream come true. But he is 
wary of making claims of being Italy’s 
answer to Viv Anderson, the first black 
Enelishman to play for his country. 

“When I was just a lad playing for the 
Pisa Youth Squad, I dreamed of playing 
for the national team. Thanks to Maldini. 
it's coming true — but don t ask me if 
I’m going to make the grade with Arrigo 
Sacchi.” he said. 

“I want to keep my feet firmly on the 
ground and take things day by day. It’s 
also better to avoid comparisons with 
other defenders, they're the raaestros to 
study on television." 

Italy's under 21 team start their cam- r -| 
paign for a fourth consecutive Moldova * 
in Chisinau on Ocrober 3 and Georgia at 
Perugia on October 9. 

Oshadogan meanwhile revealed an 
insight into his family life, and the loyal- 
ties divided by the 1994 World Cup. 

“I was pleased that Nigeria won the 
Olympic soccer tournament." he told the 
Italian news agency ANSA, “but at USA 
94. when my father's country played 
against Italy, I supported Italy. 

“And to avoid any problems with dad, 
we watched the match separately." 


Red Sox 
fire 

manager 

BOSTON (R) — The 
Boston Red Sox Monday 
fired manager Kevin 
Kennedy, one year after he 
led the team to the 
American League East 
title. 

The Red Sox had a disas- 
•trous 6-19. start to the sea- 
“ son but came on strong to 
challenge for a wild card 
playoff spot They fell 
short in the last week, fin- 
ishing third with an 85-77 
record. 

It is the second time in 
three seasons that Kennedy, 
42, has been fired. The 
Texas Rangers dismissed 
him after the 1994 season. 

Kennedy led Boston to an 
86-58 record in 1995, his 
first season in Boston, 
before being swept in the 
division series by the 
Cleveland Indians. 

Kennedy spent two sea- 
sons in Texas and has a 
career managerial record of 
309-273 after four seasons. 

Kennedy became the sec- 
ond managerial casualty of 
the day. The Philadelphia 
Phillies fired Jim Fregosi 
earlier in the day. 


Umpires threaten walkout for baseball playoffs 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Major League baseball 
umpires threatened to boy- 
cott the playoffs beg innin g 
Tuesday because of the 
delayed suspension given to 
Baltimore Orioles second 
baseman Roberto Alomar, 
who spat on ap umpire. 

The dispute Was expected 
to end up in court. 

Umpires union chief 
Richie Phillips said Monday 
that crews wdll boycott 
games if Alomar — who 
apologised for spitting in 
umpire John Hirschbeck’s 
face — is allowed to play. 

Alomar ^received.- a five- 
game suspension after 
Friday’s incident but 
appealed, and played 
Saturday. But Hischbeck sat 
out Saturday’s game, where 
he was scheduled to work. 

Espn . television, citing 
current Umpire Association 
President Jerry Crawford, 
said Major League baseball 
would seek a court injunc- 
tion mandating the umpires 
work the playoff games. 

According to the report 
owners and the two league 
presidents were to go to 
court seeking a ruling that 
would have umpires in 
place for the first game at I 
p.m. (1700 gmt) in 
Baltimore. 

“All the umpires in the 
American League and 
National League were 
polled by their crew chiefs.” 
Phillips said. “The umpires 
of both leagues voted unan- 
imously not to perform ser- 
vice during the division 
series.” 

“We will have these 



Baltimore Orioles’ second baseman Roberto Alomar 
checks out bis bat prior to taking batting practice at 
Camden Yards in preparation for the opening round of 
the playoffs against the Cleveland Indians. Alomar 
received a mixed reception from fans attending the 
workout (Reuters photo) 


games.” said Rich Levin, 
public relations director for 
Major League baseball. 
“We expect diem to honor 
their contract." 

Alomar issued a release 
through the team that apolo- 


gized to Hirschbeck and his 
family. The apology came 
three days after Alomar said 
he had “no regTets" about 
spitting on Hirschbeck and 


questioning his integrity. 
“I wish to take this ope 


oppor- 


tunity to apologise to John 
Hirschbeck and his family 
for any pain and embarrass- 
ment that my comments and 
actions may have caused 
them.” Alomar said. 
deeply regret my disrespedi 
ful conduct towards a man 
that I know always gives his 
utmost as an umpire. 
Certainly, he has worked at 
least as hard as I have to 
make it to the majors.” 

Alomar was ejected by 
Hirschbeck on Friday night 
in Toronto for arguing bails 
and strikes. He bumped 
Hirschbeck and spai on the 
umpire before, .being 
restrained by manager 
Davey Johnson. After the 

game. Alomar said 
Hirschbeck had become 
“more bitter” since the 
death of his son. 

Hirschbeck, who had to be 
restained after learning of 
Alomar's comments, was 
relieved of his umpiring 
duties Saturday and Sunday 

After appealing his suS? 1 
pension, Alomar horhered 
in the 10th inning Saturday, 
giving the Orioles the win 
they needed to wrap up the 
American League wild-card 
berth. 

Alomar also said he and 
the Orioles pledged to con- 
tribute $50,000 each to John 
Hopkins University and the 
Kennedy Kreiger Institute 
for ALD Research. 
Hirschbeck's son died earli- 
er this year from 
adrenoleukodystrophy. a 
form of leukemia that 
afflicts mainly children and 
is known as ALD. 


Souness and Hoddle plan to trim 
Le Tissier for England duty 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Glenn Hoddle anct 
Graeme Souness have*,, 
worked out a plan to 
produce a more slimline" 
Matthew Le Ussier for 
England duty. 

It was Southampton 
manager Souness who 
tipped off Hoddle about 
Le Tissier’s extra 
Bounds and the midfield 
maestro now follows a 
testing exercise pro- 
gramme to help him 
fight the flab. 


Le Tissier has since 
lost five pounds, but 
Souness believes Le 
Tissier needs to' trim 
another half dozen off 
his frame before being 
fit enough for Hoddle's 
troops. 

Le Tissier admitted: “I 
don't mind coming back 
in the afternoons. If the 
manager thinks it will 
help me I am more than 
happy to go along with 
it 

“I would love to start 


against Poland. I have 
never had a proper run 
with England, bur I feel 
confident. I know I have 
been erratic in the past, 
so I don't want my pre- 
sent form to be another 
false dawn.” 

Le Tissier, who has 
only scored five goals 
this season compared 
with 10 at the same- 
stage last year, added: “I 
am fitter than I have 
been for a long time and 
I feel capable of scoring 


more goals.” 

Souness said: “I have 
had a long chat with 
Glenn about Le Tissier 
and we are doing what 
we can to improve him. 
He is more than willing 
to work hard and he has 
taken to extra training 
sessions, 

“There are not many 
players anywhere with 
his natural talent, but he 
needs to work harder if 
we are to get the best out 
of him. 


“There are times wl 
I think he could wor 
lot harder to get the t 
for himself. He needs 
be fit to do that £ 
that’s why we are wo 
ing him harder. If 
plays well for us e 
gains his intematio: 
place then 
benefits.” 


every 



CINEMA TEL634144 \ 

l, PHILADELPHIA j 
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Christopher Lambert, John Lone 


& Joan Chen in 

-g 

THE HUNTED 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

y 

Z. 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER56 

(Arabic) 

(Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 




CONCORD 


TEL67742Q 


CONCORD “1” 

Robert Redford & Michelle Pfeifer in 

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Arnold Schwrzeneggar in 

ERASER" 

\ Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 } 





AMI0UN THEATRE & CINEMA 
TEL: 618274 - 618275 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

P/ay starts 8:30 p.m. , 





NABIL & HISHAM’S THEATRE ' ' 
TEL: 625155 

PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Right#] 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 




625155 - 640155 
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Argentine soccer legend Diego Maradona of Boca Juniors cheers his team on 
beside his wife Claudia <L) and his daughters Dahna (2nd L) and Giannina dur- 
ing a match against Boca Juniors' arch-rival River Plate during a National 
Championship match September 29. Maradona is being hounded by reports of 
brain damage due to drug abuse and that he switched a urine test sample from 
the last match he played with Boca in Argentina on August 11. Maradona, who 
played for Argentina in the 1994 World Cup. during which he was suspended for 
15 months for drug abuse, announced in a brief press conference that he would 
no longer play soccer in Argentina (Reuters photo) 


Indurain team manager deflects 


Donachie 
turns 
down 
City job 

LONDON (AFP) - 
Former Manchester 
City fullback Willie 

Donachie became the 
latest man to refuse to 
take the manager's 
job as crisis intensi- 
fied at the Maine road 
club. 

The former Scot- 
land International. 
Everton's first team 
coach, decided to 
stay at Goodison Park . 
as Joe Royle's right 
hand man. 

He said: “I feel 
there is a lot of work 
to be done here. The 
reason I didn’t go to 
city was because of 
loyalty to Joe Royle 
and to the board here. 
They have been good 
to me in the two years 
l have been here. 

“It was obviously a 
temptation because 
of my strong feelings 
for City but I feel a 
strong obligation to 
stay here. 

“All the staff have 
been great to me and 
made me feel com- 
pletely at home. I 
love the job. 

“It has not even 
been two years yet 
and it does take time 
to get things right and 
start to win trophies. I 
am only just realising 
how Jong it does 
take." 

George Graham and 
dave Bassett both 
turned down the 
chance to fill the 
vacancy left by Alan 
Ball's departure just 
three games into the 
season. 


Ilyumzhinov reelected FIDE chief 

YEREVAN (AFP) — The Russian politician and businessman Kirsan Ilyumzhinov was re-elected Tuesday head of the 
World Chess Federation fFTDE), the Itar-Tass news agency reported. 

Ilyumzhinov, who succeeded Florencio Campomanes of the Philippines in November last year, was elected at a FIDE 
meeting in the sidelines of the chess Olympiads currently in progress in the Armenian capital. 

A millionaire businessman who is president of the tiny autonomous Russian Republic of Kalmukio, in the Noah Cau- 
casus, as well as a member of the Russian Federation Council, or upper chamber of parliament. Ilyumzhinov has pledged 
to heal divisions in the chess world. 

Chess grandmasters have split into two factions since world champion Garry Kasparov climaxed years of opposition to 
Campomanes by breaking away in 1993 to form his Professional Chess Association with its own world championship. 

FIDE stripped him of the official world title which is now held by Kasparov's longtime rival Anatoly Karpov. 

Ilyumzhinov plans to reunite the titles under the FIDE banner by organising a championship match between Kasparov 
and Karpov who defeated a challenger for his FIDE title. Gata Kamsky, in a match at Elista. Kalmykia, earlier this year. 

He had previously backed down from a plan to hold the final in Baghdad. 

Ilyumzhinov has also proposed the holding of an annual World Chess Championship to be held over two weeks during 
the Christmas period on the basis of direct elimination as in tennis tournaments. 


Newcastle grab second spot in premiership 



Les Ferdinand of Newcastle United celebrates the first of his two goals in the Pre- 
miership match-against Aston Villa at SL James Park Newcastle (Reuters photo) 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) — 
Newcastle shot to second 
spot in the Premiership 
after a 4-3 win over 1 0-man 
Aston Villa here on Mon- 
day in surely the most 
exciting match of the sea- 
son so far. 

A Dwight Yorke hat-trick 
for Villa in his first goals of 
the season could not pre- 
vent Newcastle climbing to 
just below pacesetters Liv- 
erpool. 

Les Ferdinand hit two. 
Alan Shearer scored anoth- 
er. and centre back Steve 
Howey sealed the win for 
Newcastle. 

However on a sour note, 
Mark Draper was sent off in 
the 43rd minute for his sec- 
ond bookable offence. 

Yorke. not the tallest of 
players, beat out keeper 
Pavel Smicek for the ball to 
head home and give Villa a 
shock fourth minute lead. 

The St. James’s Park 
crowd were shocked into 
stunned silence, but just 
moments later the atmos- 
phere changed completely 
as the home side struck 
back. 

David Ginola Fed Alan 
Shearer, who controlled the 
ball, swivelled, turned and 
crossed in one movement to 
les Ferdinand who slided 
the ball home at the far 
post. 

Dwight Yorke hit the foot 
of righthand post in 13th 
minute with Smicek well 
beaten to continue Villa’s 
superb opening spell. But 
Ferdinand found the net 
once more to give Newcas- 
tle the lead against the run 
of play. 


Keith Gillespie hit a 
superb cross from the right 
and Ferdinand, at hill 
speed, headed accurately 
for his second goal of the 
night on 22 minutes. 

Of course, Ferdinand was 
involved in Newcastle's 
third goal. 

Ferdinand beaded the ball 
in in the 38th minute to 
Shearer with his back to 
goal on the six yard box. 

Shearer hit the ball back 
to Eerdinand whose effort 
was saved by Yorke on the 
line. But Shearer made no 
mistake from the rebound 
to pur his side 3-1 ahead- 

Moments before, only a 
brilliant save to his left by 
keeper Michael Oakes 
denied Shearer a goal. 

Then, just two minutes 
before half-time, Villa were 


down to J 0 men when drap- 
er made a vicious tackle on 
John Beresford and was 
immediately sent off. 

Within seconds of the 
restart, a Ferdinand effort 
brought a great one-handed 
save from Oakes. 

Then Yorke hit his second 
goal of the season to give 
Villa a glimmer of hope. 
His superb solo goal as he 
got the better of peacock in 
the 61st minute meant he 
was the second player of 
the night to be on a hat- 
trick. 

Howie gave the Geordies 
breathing space with a 
superb header from 15 
yards out for a 4-2 lead, but 
then Yorke convened his 
hat-trick to add another 
twist in die tale of a topsy 
turvy match. 


Ferdinand said afterwards 
it was a nerve-racking end 
but he refused to criticise 
the defence despite letting 
in three goals — two of 
them against 10 men. 

“We have not been letting 
in too many goals, but we 
got complacent tonight and 
got punished for it," Ferdi- 
nand said, adding he 
thought his partnership 
with Shearer was going 
from strength to strength. 

And- Yorke. the official 
man-of-the-match said: 
“We were a man short and 
we had to go out there and 
battle through. . It was 
always hard .against New- 
castle but the boys did 
tremendously well. But I 
would rather have had a 
victory- than three goals.” 


criticism from sponsors 


Unbeaten Paris SG face hard task in Lyon 
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MADRID (R'l — The director of the 
Banesto cycling team has headed off poten- 
tially damaging criticism of the bank by 
accepting responsibility for Miguel 
Fndurain's abortive participation in the Tour 
of Spain. 

“It is to me that the criticism should be 
made," Jose Miguel Echavarri said on 
Monday. “I advise my riders what I think is 
good, and if it turns out to be bad. 1 have to 
accept it ” 

Banesto’s corporate hospitality offensive 
accompanying the Tour had threatened to 
backfire because of bad press resulting 
from the decision to force Indurain to ride 
this month’s race, and his subsequent 


retirement just after the half-way stage. 

The five times Tour de France winner has 
already announced that he will not compete 
in the forthcoming world championships 
and is currently considering his future at his 
seaside villa. 

Echavarri said he would not try to influ- 
ence Indurain in making his decision. 

■ He also acknowledged the possibility of 
signing world road -race champion Abra- 
ham Olano from the Mapei team. 

“Olano has assured me that he would like 
to ride alongside indurain and help him to 
win the sixth Tour de France.” Echavarri 
said. 
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Sacchi accepts Euro 96 blame 
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..FLORENCE (AFP l — 
Italian coach Arrigo Sac- 
chi on Tuesday admitted 
his fair share or the blame 
for his team’s humiliating 
exit from the European 
Championships in Eng- 
land. 

Italy failed to get past 
the group phase at Euro 
96, but at a news confer- 
ence last month Sacchi 
distanced himself from 
the debacle, saying his 
only mistake was not to 
have intervened when he 
realised that some players 
were not taking it serious- 
ly enough. 

But he took a different 

■ tone here on Tuesday as 
he prepared his squad for 
their First match ot the 
1998 World Cup qualify- 
ing campaign, away to 

■ Moldavia on Saturday. 

) “In England, the lack of 

* success was down to the 
coach, the players and the 
whole environment, j 
deserved the criticism I 
got, I accept iti I' ve never 
sought any alibis or put 
the blame on others. 

“Things didn't go well 
at Euro 96 and the first 


one to make a mistake 
was me. But football is a 
team game and conse- 
quently we should all feel 
that we let people down, 
we all did less than we 
should have done.” 

But he added: “It's not 
fair for die coach to be the 
scapegoat for everything 
that happens on and off 
the pitch, but he neverthe- 
less always ends up being 
responsible. 

“Now we’re starting 
over again, but inside we 
have remorse for what 
happened. In terms of tac- 
tics and football, we did 
not come back from Eng- 
land with broken bones. 
But I’m not saying, and 
will never say, that we 
were knocked our simply 
bv bad luck. 

“We went out because 
we did less than we 
should have done, and we 
must realise that and learn 
from it. 

“If I’ve called up play- 
ers from the same group, 
it’s not because I’m mad, 
it’s because I have faith in 
them.” 

And he concluded: 


“The English experi- 
ence has taught me a lot. 
But I was not bom perfect 
and I will not die per- 
fect.” 


PARIS (R) — French 
League leaders Paris St. 
Germain start to feel the 
pressure of a tight sched- 
ule as they travel to in- 
form Lyon on Wednesday. 
The Parisians, in the lead 
on 21 points, three points 
ahead of Bastia, were 
lucky to get away with a 
2-2 draw at Guingamp on 
Sunday. 

After the Lyon match, 
they are at home to Le 
Havre on Saturday, which 
means their best players 
will have played three 
matches in a week before 
joining France's squad for 
a friendly against Turkey 
next Wednesday. 

Maybe as a result of too 
many matches. PSG lost 
international keeper 
Bernard Lama last month 
and will now be without 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HDtSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you ho)± 

*H J 1063 CKQJ9 CAB +7S 

The bidding has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NOBTH EAST 
1* Paw 2C Pan 

20 Pan 3* Pas* 

• 

What do you hid now? 

Q. 2 - As South, vulnerable, voa 
bold: 


BAST 


SOUTH 

? 


WEST NOBTH 
la DM Pa 
What da you bid now? 


Q.4 - Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

*AQ8S OK 93 0KJ9 «Q J4 1 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the hawing with one no trtunp. 

What action do you take? 


0.5 

80 on 


Both vulnerable, you have 
Aa South you hold: 


AKQ10954 0AQ7.5 iVoid *873 *KQ»3 VQ106 QA8 *AK76 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What da you respond? 


WEST 


The bide 

NORTH fcAST SOUTH 
M Pass Z* 

2* Pass 2<7 

SNT Pass ? 

What do you bid sow? 


Q. S - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*885 OJ9762 0A1Q *EJ0 
The bidding has proceeded: 


Q.S - Aa Sooth, vulnerable, you 
bold: ‘ 

AA 10 82 W 10 OAK *QS7«2 

The bidding has proceeded: 
SOUTHWEST NORTH EAST 
1* Pan 2* Paaa 

r 

What action do you taka? 


defensive midfielder 

Bruno N’Gotty for three 
weeks. 

Lybn-born N’Gotty 
pulled a muscle in his 
right calf againt FC Vaduz 
in the European Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup last Thursday 
and will miss a tie be had 
hoped to play against his 
former teammates. 

PSG will also be with- 
out experienced defender 
Laurent Fournier against 
the young Lyon team, 
who won at Lens on Sat- 
urday and lie a flattering 
fifth in the table. 


*“it is a pity that all the 
absentees will be in 
defence," PSG assistant 
coach Joel Bats said. 
“Everybody can be 
replaced but we need 
everybody at the 
moment.” 

Lama, who has not con- 
ceded a goaT since May 
IS, is proving difficult to 
replace. His stand-in, 21- 
year-old Vincent Fernan- 
dez, let in two goals in 
only his second First divi- 
sion match. Fernandez 
was hardly to blame for 
either goal but Lama h3d 


played so well before his 
injury that some think he 
might have stopped one 
of them. 

“We should not forget 
that vincenl saved us from 
conceding a third a couple 
of times,” iibero Alain 
Roche said. 

The other highlight 
match on Wednesday 
evening pits champions 
Auxerre against Monaco, 
one of the few sides look- 
ing capable of matching 
PSG this season. 

Auxerre welcome back 
marksman Lilian Laslan- 


des for the tie whereas 
Monaco must to do with- 
out injured Eric Di Meco. 
Switzerland’s Marco 
Grassi and Scot John 
Collins, who has been 
called up by his national 
side. 

Bastia, doing unexpect- 
edly well this season, are 
at home to Names in an 
intriguing clash at their 
Furiani stadium. Nantes, 
the 1995 champions, have 
not won a match since the 
start of the season and yet 
another loss could lead 
tmajor upheavals. 


New Furnished Apt For Rent 


ground floor with spacious garden 
3 BOR'S, 3 baths, fully equipped kitchen, 
telephone, satellite ..etc.... 

In Sweifieh in quiet residential area. 

Tel 736011, 736123 office / 864758 Res 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Adjacent one floor flat, consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting, living and dining rooms, with a porch] 
small garden, separate central heating and 
telephone. Located at Al-Rasheed area, near 
Jordan University. 

Please call 671860 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE 

MINES CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO: 26F/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
26F/96, for the supply of:~ 

1- Electric detonators Qty 1,000,000 
(One million) pcs 

2- Plain detonators Qty (500,000) 
pcs. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Monday 21st October 
1996. 

Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
JD(25) for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Monday 28th October 1996. 

Sameh Madani 

. Managing Director 






i6 News 

2 more Palestinians die 
of wounds sustained in 
violence over tunnel 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, October 2, 1996 


GAZA (Agencies) — Two 
Palestinians, one a IO-year- 
old boy, wounded in gun bat- 
tles with Israeli . troops last 
week have died, rasing to 72 
the number of Palestinians 
and Israelis killed in the clash- 
es, Palestinian hospital offi- 
cials said on Tuesday. 

The officials in the Gaza 
Strip said the two. Tamer AJ 
Masri, 10, and Mohammad 
Shalyel, 25, a Palestinian 
policeman, were both wound- 
ed on Thursday, the bloodiest 
of four days of clashes. 

Fifteen Israeli soldiers were 
killed in the fighting sparked 
by Israel's opening last 
Tuesday of a tourist tunnel 
near Muslim holy places in 
Jerusalem. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai criticised 
on Tuesday the timing of the 
opening of a tunnel in 
Jerusalem. 

It was the third time Mr. 
Mordechai * bad expressed 
doubts about the action by 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

“We have the right to open it 
when we decide to open it,” 
Mr. Mordechai told Israel's 
army radio. 

“The principal problem, in 
my opinion, was the issue of 
the timing." he said. 

Israelis on high alert 

Israeli security services”” 
were on high alert- Tuesday 
following warnings of attacks 
during the Washington sum- 
mit of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu, security sources 
"said. The sources, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
said Palestinian militants have 
planned attacks on Israeli soil 
intended to derail the recon- 
ciliation effort. 

Israel’s Shin Bet intelli- 
gence agency has received 
warnings of planned attacks 
by the fundamentalist Islamic 
Jihad and Hamas groups and 
the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, the 
sources said. 

The warnings started pour- 
ing in Sunday, immediately 
following the announcement 
of the summit, they said. 
Downtown Jerusalem was 


filled with police under orders 
to check every suspicious 
package and every suspicious 
vehicle. 

Mr. Mordechai confirmed 
Tuesday that there have been 
several attempted attacks by 
militants in the last few days, 
but did not give details. 

“I can only assure you that 
.we are doing everything we 
can to offer security, both in 
perception and in reality,” he 
said on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu were meeting with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and King Hussein at the 
White House on Tuesday. 

"We must assert the contin- 
uation of the spirit of con- 
frontation with Israel," 
Hamas spokesman Mahmoud 
Zahar said Tuesday, suggest- 
ing the militant groups see it 
in their interest to perpetuate 
the instability. 

Grassroots support for 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad bad 
plunged following a spate of 
bus bombings that killed 
scores of Israeli civilians in 
February and -March. Israel 
responded with a tight closure 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip that caused widespread 
economic hardship. 

But sympathy for the mili- 
tants and their suicide bomb 
tactics increased during (he 
recent violence, fuelled by 
growing frustration with the 
”riew ' Israeli government's 
tougher line- on the 
Palestinians. 

Support for peace talks 

A poll by the Bethlehem- 
based Palestinian Centre for 
Public Opinion found that 69 
per cent of Palestinians polled 
support continuing the vio- 
lence if the current situation 
remains bad, while 22 per 
cent oppose it and nine per 
cent had no opinion. 

However, 61 per cent said 
they are not opposed to stop- 
ping the violence in order to 
give negotiations a chance. 

The poll of 500 adults, con- 
ducted over the weekend, had 
a margin of error of 2.5 per- 
centage points. 

The sources said there were 
also fears of Katyusha rocket 
attacks on northern Israel 


from the Lebanese Hizbollah 
group, which is fighting to 
eject Israeli troops from 
southern Lebanon. 

Settlers celebrate 

With Hebron’s Palestini-ans 
under curfew, thousands of 
Jewish settlers danced and 
sang near the Ibrahim! 
Mosque to press for contin- 
ued Israeli rule of the city. 

More than 5,000 settlers cel- 
ebrated the Jewish Sukkot 
holiday Monday and appealed 
to Mr. Netanyahu not to with- 
draw troops from Hebron, the 
last West Bank town under 
occupation, as the peace 
accord called for Israel to do 
six months ago. 

Many of the Jews travelled 
to Hebron from elsewhere — 
only 450 Jewish settlers live 
among Hebron's 120.000 
Palestinians. They said an 
Israeli pullout would endan- 
ger the tiny Jewish minority. 

"Hebron is not a personal 
asset — it is not yours and it 
is not Clinton's," said nation- 
alist lawmaker Reha vara 
Zeevi, addressing his com- 
ment to Mr. Netanyahu. 

Hundreds of border police 
stood guard to prevent vio- 
lence. 

Hebron's Palestinians, who 
have been under curfew since 
Thursday,' remained barred 
from the streets during the 
Jewish celebration. 

They have been allowed out 
for a few hours each morning, 
and there was minor stone- 
throwing during those hours 
on Sunday and Monday. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
Hebron’s Jews wouldnot be 
safe if he withdrew troops 
from Hebron, but according to 
Israeli reports Monday, the 
Israeli leader planned to agree 
to a pullout date during a sum- 
mit with Mr. Arafat in 
Washington on Tuesday. 

Some Israeli reports said 
Mr. Netanyahu also might 
agree to a timetable for future 
negotiations, while Mr. Arafat 
could pledge at the summit to 
end the violence and stop 
objecting to the opening of 
the tunnel in Jerusalem. 

Joshua Adler, a settler at the 
Hebron rally, said the summit 
would test Mr. Netanyahu. 


Taleban serve notice on Masood, 
but balk at challenging Dostum 


JABAL OS-SIRAJ, 

Afghanistan (R) ■ — 

Afghanistan’s hardline 
Islamic Taleban militia said 
on Tuesday it had told for- 
mer government military 
chief Ahmad Shah Masood 
to surrender or be wiped out 
of his valley stronghold 
north of Kabul. 

Commander Abdul 
Razzaq told Reuters at his 
headquarters at the mouth 
of the Panjsher Valley he 
had sent a letter to Mr. 
Masood saying that if he 
stopped fighting “we will 
forgive him." 

“C But) if he goes on fight- 
ing, we will clear the area of 
his presence." said Mr. 
Razzaq, commander of 
Taleban's forces which have 
swept 75 kilometres north 
of Kabul in the past few 
days and bottled up Mr. 
Masood in the Panjsher 
Valley. 

The Taleban now control 
more than three-quarters of 
war- weary Afghanistan 
after capturing the capital 
on Friday with barely a shot 
fired. 

They have named a six- 
man interim “shura" or 
council to run Afghanistan 
as a strict Islamic state. 

Mr. Razzaq said no time 
limit had been set for Mr. 
Masood to reply, but that he 
was busy planning an 
assault on the valley which 
Mr. Masood defended suc- 
cessfully against Soviet 
forces in the 1980s. 

Mr. Razzaq declined to 
say when the assault might 
begin, but Taleban fighters 
said they had already 
received orders to move 
early on Wednesday in wo 

directions against the 

Panjsher and against Uzbek 
forces of General Abdul 
Rashid Dostum further 


north up the Salang high- 
way. 

“The orders have been 
given. We move against the 
Panjsher and Dostum early 
tomorrow. Everything is 
ready," said one Taleban 
fighter. 

Mr. Razzaq said he did 
not want to fight the llzbek 
forces of Gen. Dostum, 
whose headquarters are in 
the northern city of Mazar- 
e-Sharif, however. 

As the Taleban pushed 
north along the Salang 
Highway from Jabal Os 
Siraj, a small green oasis in 
a khaki landscape of 
rugged, treeless mountains, 
Gen. Dostum sent forces on 
Monday south of the Salang 
tunnel, a key choke point on 
the road from Kabul to 
Central Asia. 

Taleban fighters said 
another ultimatum had been 
sent to the Uzbeks to with- 
draw to their previous posi- 
tions by 4 p.m. ( \ 130 GMT) 
on Tuesday or be attacked 

But Mr. Razzaq said it had 
been sent without the autho- 
risation of the Taleban high 
command and was not 
valid. 

Uzbek commander 
Atiquliah told Reuters at the 
Salang tunnel there was no 
question of allowing the 
Taleban to move through. 

“Cvilians are welcome to 
pass through, but if the 
Taleban come with force we 
will fight them,” he said in 
the narrow, rocky Salang 
path through the Hindu 
Kush, where the wind is 
already edged with a winter 
chill. 

Mr. Atiquliah was scom- 
bri of the Taleban's brand of 
Islam, which contrasts 
sharply with the more 
relaxed attitude of the 
Uzbeks. 


"All these things they are 
doing, like telling women 
they can't work and 
demanding men grow 
beards, do you think this is 
appropriate for the 20th 
century?" asked the beard- 
less Uzbek. 

If the Thleban do resume 
their assault, they could be 
in for some of the hardest 
fighting since their move- 
ment was born in religious 
schools in Pakistan refugee 
camps two years ago. 

Gen. Dostum and Mr. 
Masood have the only 
major forces still ranged 
against the Taleban and are 
the two generals with the 
most formidable reputation. 

The Soviet forces backing 
a then-communist govern- 
ment could never wrest con- 
trol of the Panjsher from 
Mr. Masood, who is now 
preparing to defend it 
against the Taleban, Reuter 
TV correspondent Laurent 
Hamida reported from 
inside the valley. 

He said Mr. Masood’s 
men had blown in the side 
of the narrow gorge leading 
on to the valley to form a 
rock barrier across the road 
and were busy blowing up 
more sections of it inside 
the valley on Tuesday. 

But he said the local pop- 
ulation expected heavy 
fighting and hundreds were 
packing up and trying to 
leave the valley. 

It was not clear whether 
Mr. Masood still had^ the 
men with the morale' and 
equipment for a lengthy 
defence after his headlong 
flight from Kabul since 
Friday. 

Mr. Razzaq said be had no 
information on Mr. 
Masood's strength and 
would not disclose his own. 
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FAREWELL: The father of Tamer AI Masri kisses for the last time his ten-year old son who was shot three days ago during 
clashes with Israeli soldiers in the Gaza Strip and died Tuesday. Nearly 64 Palestinians were dead and 1,500 were injured in 
the dashes in addition to 14 Israeli soldiers (Renters photo) 

Israelis still support peace deals, 
think tunnel opening was wrong 


TEL AVIV (AGENCIES) — An opin- 
ion poll in Israel showed on Tuesday 
that an-' overwhelming majority of 
Israelis want the peace process with 
Palestinians to continue while many 
expressed dissatisfaction with the per- 
formance of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

A shvakim Panorama poll in the 
Maariv newspaper found that 57 per 
cent of the 521 Israelis surveyed on 
Monday said Mr. Netanyahu’s perfor- 
mance during last week's violence in 
which recently 60 Palestinians and 14 
Israelis died had been unsatisfactory 
compared with 43 per cent who 


replied they were satisfied. 

The poll found that 79.5 per cent 
favoured pursuing the implementation 
of Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace deals and 
20.5 did not. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who defeated 
Shimon Peres by less than one per- 
centage point in May elections, wants 
to renegotiate some points in the deal 
and opposes exchanging peace for 
occupied Arab land. 

According to the poll, 54 per cent 
believed that Mr” Netanyahu’s deci- 
sion to open an archaeological tunnel 
in Jerusalem that touched off the vio- 


lence had been a mistake as opposed io 
46 per cent who supported his move. 

But 60.5 per cent wanted to keep the 
ancient passageway open compared 
with 39.5 per cent who favoured clos- 
ing it. 

Asked who reaped more gains from 
the crisis, -63.5 per cent said 
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
and 36.5 per cent believed that Mr. 
Netanyahu had. 

Two-thirds of those surveyed said" it 
had been a mistake to aim Palestinian 
policemen, some of whom shot at 
Israeli soldiers during the clashes. 


Ground set 
for first 
trial of 
mass war 
crimes 

THE HAGUE (R) — AU.N. 
criminal tribunal gave the go- 
ahead on Tuesday for its first 
mass war crimes trial, reject- 
ing a motion from four sus- 
pects to be tried separately. 

The four, three Muslims 
and a Croat, are cbaxged with 
responsibility for war crimes 
against Serbs at thp Celebici 
camp near Konjic in central 
Bosnia in 1992. 

Two of tbe Muslims — 
deputy camp commander 
Hazim Delic, 36, and 23- 
y ear-old camp guard Esad 
Landzo — pleaded not guilty 
at the U.N. criminal tribunal 
for former Yugoslavia in 
June. 

Both men were in the 
Hague court on Tuesday to 
argue that they should be pro- 
visionally released from cus- 
tody. 

The Celebici indictment 
also names Croat camp com- 
mander Zdravko Mucic and 
Bosnian Muslim military 
commander Zejnil Delalic. 

Delic has denied counts of 
command responsibility for 
deaths, tortures and rapes at 
the camp. He is also accused 
of taking part in repeated 
rapes acid savage beatings, 
including one attack when he 
and Landzo are alleged to 
have beaten a man with shov- 
els, suffocating him and then 
burning a cross onto his hand. 

Landzo is accused of beat- 
ing a man while forcing him 
to do push ups, placing heat- 
ed metal-pincers on the man’s 
tongue and in his ear. He. too. 
is accused of repeated rapes. 

Delic and Landzo were 
arrested in Sarajevo in April 
and have been held in tribunal 
custody in the Hague since 
June 13. 

Mucic was arrested in 
Austria and pleaded not 
guilty in the Hague on April 
11. Delalic, picked up by 
German police in March, 
entered a not guilty plea on 
May 9. 


Iraqi oil pipeline to 
open soon — Ciller 


ISTANBUL (Agencies) — 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller said on 
Tuesday U.N. Secretaiy- 
General Boutros Ghali had 
told her Iraq’s oil pipeline 
would be reopened in a few 
weeks under a U.N. plan, 
state-owned Anatolian news 
agency reported. 

“U.N. Secretary-General 
Ghali said the Kerkuk- 
Yumurtalik pipeline will be 
opened in a few weeks,” she 
was quored by the agency as 
telling reporters on her 
return from an official visit 
to the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York. 

She gave no frirther 
details. 

The U.N. plan, agreed on 
May 20, was to allow Iraq 
to sell oil worth $2 billion 
over six months to buy food 
and medicine for its people 
who have been suffering 
under a U.N. trade embargo 
since Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 

But the United Nations 
suspended the deal early in 
September after Iraqi forces 
attacked the Kurdish-held 
north of the country \vhere 
the pipeline passes. The 
assault disrupted plans to 
place U.N. oil monitors who 
would ensure that oil sales 
were implemented in line 
with the U.N. plan. 

Baghdad's intervention 
also prompted U.S. missile 
strikes on southern Iraq. 

Iraqi forces are believed 
to have since withdrawn 
from the north, now under 
almost total control of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) which struck a mili- 
tary deal with Baghdad to 
attack the rival Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

Oil analysts earlier said 
they did not expect the plan 
to be implemented before 
safety of the monitors was 
ensured. This could take 
rtonths, given the unstable 
situation in northern Iraq. 

Iraq's Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Al Sahaf, 
speaking to Iraqi television 
on Monday night from New 
York, said he saw a consen- 


Weapons report incomplete, 
U.N. inspector tells Baghdad 

BAGHDAD ( R) — A senior United Nations weapons 
inspector has told Iraqi authorities that ‘TinaT reports 
submitted by Baghdad -in August on scrapping its 
weapons of mass destruction were flawed and incomr 
plete. 

Deputy Chairman of the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) Charles Duelfer said he told Iraqi officials 
that initial U.N. assessments showed inconsistencies in 
reports on Iraq's chemical, biological and missile capa- 
bilities. 

"There are problems of omission or error in all three 
areas,” Mr. Duelfer said during his three-day visit to 
Baghdad. 

.Approval of the reports, known as full, final and com- 
plete disclosures (FFCDs), is a key requirement for lift- 
ing crippling sanctions imposed on Iraq over its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq has submitted several previous versions of its final 
disclosures to UNSCOM, which is charged with disman- 
tling Baghdad's arsenal under terms of the 1991 Gulf 
war ceasefire. It told LOMSCOM its August disclosures 
really were complete. 

■“Our judgement on the FFCDs is not final. But ... The 
purpose of my visit was a message that the ffcds as we 
see them have important problems,” Mr.' Duelfer told 
Reuters. 

"The initial assessment of our experts is there are 
important problems in each area,” he said. "We have to 
resolve those fears/' 

Mr. Duelfer declined to say what the Iraqi response 
was to his message. He is due to meet Oil Minister Amer 
Rasheed, former head of Iraq's Military Industrialisation 
Commission, early on Wednesday before .leaving 
Baghdad. s 

UNSCOM head Rolf Ekeus is due to submit his six- 
monthly report to the U.N. Security Council on Oct! I i 
and visit Baghdad later in the month. He says he believes 
Iraq is still concealing banned arms. 

Mr. Duelfer said the issue of access to sites deemed 
sensitive by Iraq because they are connected to state or 
presidential security remained a problem. 

“We have yet to have full access.” he said. 


sus among foreign minisrers 
at a U.N. General Assembly 
meeting in New York for a 
speedy implementation of 
Baghdad’s long-delayed 
oil-for-food deal. 

Mr. Sahaf said ail the min- 
isters he met had called for 
the accord to be carried out 
soon. 

Iraq had been warned in 
early September that the 
deal could be delayed for 
months. 

Meanwhile also Mrs. 


Ciller urged the United 
Nations on Monday to give 
the go-ahead for the oil-sale 
plan as soon as possible 
despite U.S. concerns about 
the security situation in the 
north of Lhe country. 

In Washington, the U.S, 
Treasury department on 
Monday confirmed that it 
had approved the establish- 
ment of a U.N. escrow 
account to hold proceeds of 
the U.N.-iraq oil-for-food 
sale once it begins. 



Noise drives New 
Yorkers crazy 

NEW YORK (R) — New 
Yorkers can’t stand the 
noise anymore. A tele- 
phone hotline set up to 
help police curb panhan- 
dling. prostitution and 
public drinking has 

received more complaint; 
about the constant bar- 
rage of sound people live 
with than anything else. 

The toll-free. 24-hour line 
opened two weeks ago as 
part of a campaign to stop 
so-called “quality of life” 
crimes, but 43 per cent of 
the calls have been about 
noise from car alarms, & 
loud music, roaring ” 
trucks, machinery and 
motorcycles. Police said 
Tuesday operators have 
logged 1,279 calls with 
545 complaints about 
noise and only 79 about 
panhandlers and 54 each 
about prostitutes and 
drinking in public. 
Officials have attributed 
the lowest crime rate in 
decades to their quality- 
of-life strategy, which is 
based on the belief that 
many people who commit 
minor offences go on to ■ 
perpetrate major crimes. 

In establishing tbe noa- 
e mergen cv telephone 
line, police asked the 
public to also report 
aggressive panhandlers, 
loiterers at automatic £ 
banking machines, illegal 
dumpers and the so-called 
"squeegee men” — who 
approach stationary cars 
at intersections and wash 
windscreens with rubber 
implements known as 
squeegees in expectation 
of a tip. For shootings, 
robberies and other emer- 
gencies, New Yorkers still 
call 911. 

Another French 
police officer kills 
himself 

SAINT ETIENNE, 
France (AFP) — A 
French police officer, 
aged 42. shot and killed 
himself with a service j£ 
revolver at a police sta- 
tion in this central town, a 
police spokesman said. 

He was the 41st police- 
man to commit suicide in 
France this year and the 
seventh last month. He 
was found dead by col- 
leagues after he failed to 
join them as planned to 
attend a local soccer 
match. The police officer, 
whose name was not dis- 
closed. was married and 
the father of two children. 
French police officers 
have been co mmitting 
suicide at an alarming 
rate, a trend that experts 
have blamed on long 
hours, low pay, high 
stress and disrespect 
among the French public 
towards the police ser- 
vices. 

Trump sells casino - 
for $480 million $ 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Stockholders of Trump 
Hotels and Casino 
Resorts iTHCR) voted 
overwhelmingly Monday 
to purchase for $480 mil- 
lion the Casino Castle 
Resort owned privately 
t*y Donald Trump. 
THCR’s purchase of 
Castle from New York 
developer Donald Trump 
was approved by 82 per 
cent of the votes not con- 
trolled by Mr. Trump. Mr. 
Trump abstained because 
of a potential conflict of 
interest. As a result of the 
deal, the four casinos in 
die Trump empire — - 
three in Atlantic City and 
one floating casino on 
Lake Michigan — are ■ 
□ow in the XHCR fold, jti 

The Castle, located on the. : 
marina of Atlantic City, 
New Jersey, is set to- ‘ 
undergo a $ 1 75-million. . 
expansion wi thin the next 
few years. Plans also call " 
for the construction of an 
adjacent floating casino 
1 j 1 metres long. 
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